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LI 2 L E did ige author of the following 
remarks on. A Free Enquiry into the Na- 
ture and Origin of Evil,” when he firſt offered 
them to the public, apprehend the ſeverity of the 
Enquirer's reſentment, He preſumed on the ſame 
right to appeal to the world for the propriety of 
his obſervations on that performance, that the 
Enquirer had to offer it to the public. And if 
ſuch daring diſſent from his opinions aroſe, as is 
pretended, from ſenſeleſs miſapprehenſions, cr 
malicious miſconſtructions; it were folly to put 
himſelf in a paſſion about a malignant critic, and 
cruelty to inſult and abuſe an ignorant one. 


1 See additional preface to the Free Enquiry, &c. 
page 2. c 
22 Bu. 


* 1 
But with «whatever degree of ignorance the fol. 
lowing pages are chargeable, the author takes the 
opportunity this re-publication cffers, of aſſuring 
the Enquirer, he had no malice in his intentions: 
he read the FREE EnquikRy without the leaſt 
knowledge of the author, with a mind abſclutely 
uninfluenced by p- <judice or partiality. His cs 
unbappily one of * thoſe middle-{1zed underſtan- 
dings to which the Enquirer meaned not to 
write: the dofirine of original evil, as res 
vealed in ſcripture, appeared to him more conſo- 
rant to reoſon, ond more conſiſtent with the at- 
tributes of Ged, than eny other ſcheme human 
zngenuity had ſuggeſted, even the planſe ole A 
urged by the Free Enquirer. | 


Of ſuch bis 22 from the acute author of 
the Enquiry he ventured to produce his reaſons, 
and to treat his Enquiry with the ſame freedom, 
the Enquirer had thought fit to treat the autho- 


rily of inſpiration, the dofirines of redemplicn, 


* Free Enqurry preface, page 23. 


ſatis- 


„ 


ſatisfa&ion, &c. Irritated by ſuch preſumption, 


the Enquirer in a ſubſequent edition of his work, 


ſupports his former opinions by bold aſſertions and 
coarſe words, ſtigmatiſes all ſuch, as ſhall have 
the audacity to diſſent from him, with the polite 
terms of ſenfeleſs and malicious bigots*, 


Unawed by the ſeverity of theſe reflettions, and 


unconvinced by ſuch arguments as thoſe, in fur- 


ther illuſtration and ſupport of what was in that 
little tract advanced againſt the Free Enquiry, 
the author has in this re-publication annexed to it 
three diſcourſes; or, to adopt the Enquirer's ele- 
gant terſeneſs of phraſe, three ready-made pul- 
pit harangues-: wh; cb, otherwiſe conſidered, no 
preſumption of their merit would have induced 
him to obtrude on the public, 


The re-publication of the fourth Sermon, 
though not relative to the general ſubject of be 
Volume, will he preſumes not be judged 4 wy 
able, 


7 Free Enquiry preface, page 2, 30. 
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I. a late edition of thoſe letters, which 

gave occaſion to the following remarks; 
you ſeem to reſent the objections that have 
been made to them by particulars, and the 
unfavourable reception they have met with 
from the public. Vou ſeem out of humour, 
becauſe the wild whimſical conjectures and 
confident aſſertions, that may have been 
palmed with ſucceſs on a private circle of 
your admirers, have not paſſed current for 
arguments with the reaſoning part of the 
world. You may have adopted a ſyſtem, 
have been pleaſed with it; and from thence 
prejudiced in its favour : with a paternal eye 
you 


I. 
pou may have overlooked all its defects; 
and perſonal eſteem, or deference to your 


judgment, may incline partial friendſhip to do 


the ſame. But if you appeal to the public, 
it requires not * that ſingular acquaintance 


with the imperfection of human nature, of 
which you ſeem to boaſt yourſelf, to ſuppoſe 


the public will deal more freely with you. 
And when, piqued at the liberties they take 
in diſſenting: from you, you talk of the 
. fenſeleſs miſapprebenſions, and malicious miſcon- 


conſtructions with 'which your Free Enquiry 
hath been tortured: when you tell us, the uni- 
ted force of ignorance aud malevolence, of faction, 


bigotry, and enthuſiaſm, have conſpired againſt 
you ; need you be informed that railing and 
abuſe add no weight to a flimſy argument, 
nor will ever eſtabliſh the truth of a fact, 
where the powers of reaſon fail ? 

Your preface conſiſts of a recapitulation 


of what is adranced. in- your: n you 


* See preface to the * Enquiry, page I. & 30. 
+ See preface, page 36. Os 


have 
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have taken notice of ſome of the objections © 


that have been made, but have given few of 
theſe objections their full-weight ; and have 
obviated none of them. Indeed it is much 
eaſier to paſs over art objection in ſilence, 
than to ſilence it: a ſecret this of which you 
ſeem to be perfect maſter. Two or three 
points, however, there are; upon which, ſo 
© cloſely are they connected with the ſubject, I 
| muſt beg to be farther troubleſome. On 
each I will touch briefly at preſent, thereby 
making way for a more full diſcuſſion of 

them in the ſequel. | 
The doctrine of a primæval ftate of i inno- 
cence and happineſs is no point, as ſome 
have been pleaſed to think, of mere ſpecula- 
tion; it forms an eſſential article of chriſtian 
faith: for if there never was any ſuch ſtate 
of perfection, there could be no fall from it; 
and if there was no fall, there was no re- 
demption. However it be; the truth of 
this notion you apprehend need not be deci- 
ded here, becauſe Jon have not made the leaſt 
| mention 


poetry delightful, and again, that theſe en- 


vill greatly contribute to the demolition of 


nature of man will admit of ſuch a ſtate, 


10 .I. 
mention of it. Give me leave to refer you 
to your firſt letter; where you tell us, this 
notion of a golden age, or paradifiacal ſtate, is 
an amuſing dream, as abſurd in philoſophy, as in 


chanting ſcenes could in fact never have exiſted, 
&c. Now to prove the probability, or even 
poſſibility, of ſuch a ſtate having exiſted, | 


that pretty fabric you have erected : ſince if 
there ever was ſuch a ſtate, that is, if the 


what hinders but that ſuch a ſtate might 
have continued ? whereas your theory pro- 
ceeds upon a ſuppoſition that it is impoſſible 
that ſuch a ſtate ſhould ever have exiſted, 
and entirely reſts on this hypotheſis. | 
In anſwer to this ſuppoſition of yours I 
obſerved that the notion of a primeval ſtate ! 
of happineſs and innocence was not peculiar 
to Chriſtianity; but that it ſeemed to be a 
traditionary doctrine, common to all nations. 


* Preface, page 4. 


Not 
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Not to multiply quotations in proof of the 
truth of an obſervation, which whoever is 


8 the leaſt converſant with the claſſics muſt 
7% readily allow; I inſtanced, as with an air of 
en. © contempt you inſinuate, a ſingle paſſage 
2 from Ovid. To which you wittily reply, 
„en that Ovid forms no part of your creed. 
ed, Suppoſe you and I had been diſputing whe- 
of ther there ever was ſuch a perſon as Moſes; 


and knowing that to a gentleman of your li- 
beral caſt, a quotation from a prophane au- 
thor would be much more convincing than 
fifty from what I call divine ones, I had ob- 
ſerved that Tacitus mentions him as the 
chief under whoſe conduct the Jews extrica- 
1, ted themſelves from the Ægyptian yoke : 
would you, with an aſſected air of ſcrupulous 
I chriſtrian zeal, tell me Tacitus formed no 
e part of your creed? ä 
In truth, however willing you may be to 
ſlur over this doctrine of a paradiſiacal ſtate; 
it is a matter of ſuch real conſequence, that 
the falſity of it is the baſis of your ſyſtem; 
1 _ the: 
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the reality of it the ground-work of my re. 
ligious faith. I have therefore added to the. 
following remarks a diſcourſe on a brad. 
acal ſtate, in which IJ had endeavoured: to 
prove, that the doctrine of a primæval ſtate 
of innocence has not only the ſanction off 
{cri ipture, but was a received opinion among 
the Egyptians, and adopted by the Greeks | 
and Romans: and alſo that ſuch a notion is 
moſt confiftent with reaſon, moſt agreeable | 
to the attributes of God, and to the nature 
of 1 man. It is an opinion, in which for my 
own part I fo firmly believe; that though at 


71 


leaſt as ſincere a Chriſtian as yourſelf, I Wil- 


article of my creed. 

As to divine inſpiration, you think it a 
very great doubt, © whether any one can pol. 
ſibly know when he himſelf is inſpired:“ and 
ee that he ſhould ever produce indubitable cre- 


0 

e 

lingly let Ovid contribute his mite to form an} I 
3 Mt 

| 


: 
dentials of his divine commiſſion to others | ] 


who are uninfpired, ſeems to you to be ut- Wl: 
terly * there being no marks = 
by | 


| L EEE ( ( ( - a 
re. py which the fact can be aſcertained, nor any 
the faculties in the human mind, which are able 
_ o diſtinguiſh it. In anſwer to this is added 
to ; la ſecond diſcourſe on inſpiration : in which 1 
tate obſerve it implies no contradiction, to ſup- 
of ; poſe that God can inſtantaneouſly enlarge 
PE the faculties of the human mind, whenever 
eks ö he ſees good; that ſuch inſtantaneous en- 
Wlargement of the intellectual faculties may be 
3 very well ſuppoſed perceptible by the perſon. 
Whimfelf on whom ſuch effect is wrought, and. 


my | that ſuch perception is to himſelf ſufficient 
at conviction of his inſpiration ; and I have alſo 
1l- BY endeavoured to ſhew, that certain criteria 
an may be eſtabliſhed, by which real inſpira-. 


tion will be ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed from all 
falſe pretences to it. | BH 
However, notwithſtanding your denial of 
1d f a primeval ſtate of innocence, your doubt 
e- about the reality of inſpiration, your abſo- 
rs lute belief of the impracticability of commu- 
t- | nicating a knowledge of our own inſpiration 
s to others who are uninſpired, you profeſs 
y | | | yourſelf 


14 L Fr EI RT I. 
yourſelf a thorough ſound chriſtian, nay a 
Champion of Chriſtianity ; and declare that | 
the Motive of your admired Performance | 
was to ſhew the Excellence and Credibility 
of the Chriſtian Religion. Such Aſſiſtance | 
the Chriſtian Religion wants not; and ſuch | 
paultry Efforts, to ſap its Foundation, de- 
ſpiſes. 5 
When you affirm, © it is impoſſible for | 
Omnipotence itſelf to give a perfect Govern- | 
ment, or a perfect Religion, to an imperfect } 
Creature :* your aſſertion can only be ſup- i 
ported by a mere Quibble upon Terms. 
By a perfect Government or Religion, you 
mean abſolute Perfection, a Government or 
Religion calculated for the firſt Order of 
created Beings: by an imperfect Creature, 
you mean comparative Imperfefion, an Order 
of Beings in their Nature leſs perfect than 
thoſe. But if by a perfect Government or 
Religion, you mean no more than ſuch an 
5 Jn 
one, as ſhall be moſt expedient for the pur- 7 
poſes of that Set of Beings for whoſe Uſe 
| | they 
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Whey were inſtituted; I ſee no reaſon why 
Perfection may not be aſcribed both to the 
ne and the other. Man for inſtance ſeems 
Wormed by Nature a ſociable and religious 
\nimal. If he be in his own Nature as 
Perfect as other Creatures are, we muſt con- 
Wlude; as his Nature required him to con- 
uct himſelf according to Rules of Govern- 
nent and Laws of Religion, that thoſe 
Mules of Polity preſcribed by the bene- 
3B olent Creator, and thoſe Laws of Religion, 
ere properly adapted to the Nature of his 
Being, and if exactly obſerved, calculated 
and ſufficient to make him happy. In or- 
der to which he muſt of neceſſity be fur- 
niſhed by the ſame benevolent Author of 
his Exiſtence with a perfect comprehenſion 
of theſe Laws, and an ability of conducting 
Jhimſelf according to them. A principle 

deeply implanted in the human Mind, thus 

illuminating and energetic, we may appre- 

hend Conſcience originally to have been. 


f This and Reaſon we may pronounce to have 
8 RE been 
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been abundantly ſufficient to direct mankind, | 
both as to religion and polity, in the perfect . 
paths of happineſs and peace. Of this to ex-| 
plain my opinion more at large, I have an- 
nexed a. diſcourſe on the ſubject, and will | 
therefore not trouble N unneceſſary 


repetitions here. 


What is truth? on a certain occaſion ſaid 
the ſcoffing Pilate. With an equal degree 
of ſarcaſm you aſk, „what was that faith, 
which the author of the chriſtian religion | 
indiſpenſably required in all his diſciples?” | 


It will perhaps be a ſufficient anſwer to your 
queſtion, to inſorm you what it was not. It 
was not then a bare belief in the being of a 


God, tor this will not diſtinguiſh the chriſtian | 
from a reaſoning heathen. It was not a be- 
lief that the ſole end and aim of Chriſt's 

divine miſſion was, to leave us precepts and | 
an example to walk by; for that puts Ehriſt | 
upon no better foot than a Socrates, a Plato, 

an Epictetus, gr Theognis. Nay ſuch a | 


faith ſuppoſes him a leſs amiable perſon,. a 


much 


(> wo 65. Foy 
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much inferior character to any of theſe, in 
8 f that it repreſents him as an impoſtor; for he 
j tells us by his apoſtles, that he came 10 take 
"| Way the fins of the world by giving his life a 
| ranſom for many.—That, as in Adam all died, 
ven /o in Chriſt ſhould all be made alive. To 
f theſe many paſſages might be added, that 

W plainly mark out Chriſt's ſatisfaction, and 
che redemption of mankind. 


You inform us however, the ſatisfaction 
of Chriſt means no more than this; that 
he by his excellent precepts communicated 
much happineſs to mankind ; and, as accord- 
ing to your hypotheſis Omnipotence cannot 
impart to mankind a grain of happineſs 
without a proportionate quantity of miſery, 
that in conſequence of this happineſs he in 
his own death and ſufferings took upon him 
ſt I the portion of miſery that muſt neceſſarily 
„ attend it. If I aſk you, why happineſs and 
a miſery are in ſuch proportions weighed out 
a Jas it were by drachms and ounces; that 
h 


B | God 
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LETTER L 


God cannot communicate an ounce of hap- 


pineſs, without charging his favour with | 
half an ounce of miſery: you have your | 
anſwer ready ; you fancy that it is ſo. Hence | 
the doctrine of vicarious puniſhment, ſacri- 
fices, &c. and hence the key to the Origin 
of Evil. 


Before I conclude this letter, I muſt beg 3 


leave to detain you one minute longer on the 


doctrine of vicarious puniſhment; which you | 
obſerve is upon any other plan than your | 
own, of all religious tenets the moſt abſurd, 
though the moſt univerſal. *©** * Pagans, 
Jews, and Chriſtians have agreed in this | 
one point, though differing in all others; 
and have all treated it as a ſelf-evident prin- | 


ciple, that the ſins of one creature might be 


attoned for by the ſufferings of another: but 
from whence they have derived this ſtrange || 


opinion, one of them have pretended to give 


any account.” And are you really ignorant | 


* Nature and Origin of Evil, p. 148. 
of 
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of any reaſon being aſſigned for a practice ſo 
Wniverſally conformed to? If fo, you muſt 

Permit me to refer you to ſome of thoſe ſyſ- 


ICC - © S& 1 

; ematical divines, whom you ſeem to treat 
fie Sith ſuch an air of contempt z for either 
in? 


our ignorance in this point is affected, or 
you have never read thoſe ſyſtems you pre- 
end to cenſure and deſpiſe. This confor- 
ity confeſſedly ſo univerſal, to a practice 
o extravagant, can have no foundation in 
ature * ; yet muſt have ſome cauſe: which 
Fhough you profeſs yourſelf unable to aſſign, 
he whole chriſtian ceconomy is an explana- 
jon of it. 


Though the ſcriptures are ſilent as to the 
nſtitution of ſacrifices, yet we find from the 


* Tum vero inſtituta quædam, ita hominibus com- 
nmunia, ut non tam nature inſtinctui, aut evidenti 
Pationis collectioni, quam perpetuæ & vix paucis in 
Nocis per malitiam aut calamitatem interruptæ tradi- 
tioni, accepta referri debeant: qualis victimarum in 
ſacris mactatio, &ce. GrorT. de Ver. 


B 2 the 
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the oblations of Cain and Abel, it muſt: 
have been in the days of Adam: eſtabliſhed, 
as it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, by divine reve- 
lation, and the obſervance of it enjoined byl 
a poſitive command of God. And very great DT: 
ſtreſs was undoubtedly laid upon it, or af 
practice ſo little to be accounted for on prin- f 
ciples of reaſon could never have been by 

after ages ſo univerſally received. The ſcrip- 2 
tural explication of this matter, to compriſe 
it in as bijef terms as poſſible, proceeds thus. 
Vice is of Yuch a nature, that an infinitely In 
pure God muſt abhor it; what he hates in- 
finite juſtice obliges him to puniſh: yet b 


mercy and goodneſs, attributes as inſepara- i. 
ble from our ideas of the Deity as either of - a 
the other, incline him to will, that all 
mankind ſhould he Javed. His wiſdom 

diſcovers an expedient, which ſhall recon- 

cile to each other his juſtice and mercy ;W : 
and place ſinful man's corrupted race in 1 
a capability of happineſs. A divine perſonſ a 
devotes himſelf as an expiatory ſacrifice, ob- i 


lation, 
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ation, and ſatisfaction for the ſins of the 
hole world: by whoſe ſtripes we are healed. 


= Now what could be more efficacious in 
E | eeping alive in the mind of man the juſt 
i ſenſe he ought to entertain of the heinous 
; ature of ſin; or what more proper to pre- 
7 pare him for this general expiatory ſacrifice, 
3 that was promiſed ever ſince the firſt com- 
miſſion of ſin, and was to be made when the 
fulneſs of time ſhould come: in ſhort, what 
W more conſiſtent with infinite wiſdom, than this 
inſtitution of ſacrifices? It was a monition 
both of the goodneſs of God to mankind, in 
W indulging them with ſuch an expiation; and 
Malſo of the puniſhment in ſtrict juſtice due to 
W fin, that required ſo great an atonement. 


This perhaps you will with your uſual hu- 
Vi mour ſtile a ready-made pulpit harangue, I 
ing know not, that is the worſe on that account; 
ſonſſ and ſure I am, that come from whenceſoever 
b-I it may, it will in the ſcale of unprejudiced 
„ B 3 reaſon 


8 


ue . 


reaſon weigh much heavier than thoſe dark, 
unaccountable, unintelligible notions of the ; 
neceſſity of partial miſery in order to the pro- 
duction of general happineſs, which you 
have ſubſtituted in its place. | 


I am, Sir,  &c; 


( 
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HE farther we proceed in the inveſti- 
gation of that very abſtruſe ſubject, 
the Nature and Origin of Evil; difficulties 
do ſo riſe on difficulties, that one cannot be 
ſurpriſed at the many various and whimſical 
hypotheſes, which have been framed for the 
ſolution of ſo intricate a point. It is much 
eaſier to detect the errors of another man's 
hypotheſis; than, in framing one, to ſteer 
clear of errors ourſelves: Nor is it ſtrange, 
that relying ſolely on the powers of unaſſiſt- 
ed reaſon, in an enquiry ſeemingly above its 


reach, thoſe in general, who have much con- 


ſidered the point, ſhould remain diſſatisfied 
with every determination except their on. 
Hence what numerous ſchemes hath human 


reaſon deviſed to ſolve this gordian knot! 
H 4. while 


„ 11 


while every one hath been rejected in its turn, 


and error conſtantly ſucceeded error. For my 


own part, I cannot but efteem the ſolution of | 
it, the ſcriptures afford us, fairly and impar- 
tially conſidered, to ſtand clearer of objec- i 
tions, and leſs embarraſſed with difficulties, i 
than any other I have yet had the happineſs | 
to light on. en LE 


Unfatisfied however with the opinion con- 


cerning the Origin of Evil, formed from 


thence, you ſuppoſe it owing ſotely to the | 


neceſſity of human nature: That is, that 
evil was ſo intimately interwoven in the 
frame and conſtitution of man, that he nei- 
ther was, nor ever could be, abſolutely and 


entirely free from it *, In order to make 3 


* Much the ſame ſolution of this important queſtion, 

* Whence is Evil,” I find infinuated in a publica- 
tion entitled, the Morals of the Antients and Mo- 
derns compared.“ It is abſurd, ſays Mr. England, 
the author of that treatiſe, to expect a perfect practice 
from imperfe& creatures, &c. &c. In a certain cate- 
chiſm, which is ſometimes tacked to the above publi- 
| | cation, 


— — 


L EH THEN is 


urn, N way for this ſuppoſition, the firſt grand ob- 
my ſtacle to be removed is, the notion of a pri- 
mæval ſtate of innocence: which is founded 
Jon tradition, hiſtory, and, as many have 
been induced to think, on reaſon too. For 
does it not ſavour of abſurdity, is it not irre- 
concileable with the notions we have of ſpi- 
rit and matter, to ſuppoſe that an omnipo- 
ent, all-wiſe, all- juſt God ſhould endow a 
Being with the faculty of reaſon; yet ſub- 
ject that divine particle to the arbitrary pow- 
er and wildneſs of the paſſions: Is not that 
plainly to ſubject the ſuperior part in human 
nature to the inferior? For in this degree 
ſtands man in the chain of nature; a com- 
pound Being nnn of the culferient 


cation, the reader meets with the following Bo 
W and anſiver. | | 

5 Queſt. Whence ariſeth ſin? 

7 Anſw. Sin ariſeth from the neceſſary imperfection 
of our finite nature. 

5 This, I think, is literally the ſolution inſiſted on by 
= the Free Enquirer: With what ſtrength of reaſoning he 
3 1 ſupports the aſſertion, the following pages will evince. 
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natures of ſpirit and matter; and thus fills f 
up the vaſt gap that would otherwiſe exiſt 


between angels and brutes. 


Is it not moſt contrary then to reaſon, to , 
ſuppoſe ſuch a being endued with a know- | 
ledge of good and evil; convinced of what 
is right by the higheſt of his faculties, yet || 
neceſſarily determined to what is wrong, and | 
acting under the influence of the meaneft of 4 
them? But let us conſider reaſon, and it is 
certainly more agreeable to the wiſdom of | 


God, as well as the dignity of man, that we 
ſhould ſo conſider it, as given him to con- 
troul his paſſions, and regulate his defires ; 


and we ſhall then diſcern a true and noble 


end in this high prerogative which his bene- 
volent Creator hath veſted in him. If it 
was not aſſigned him for this uſe, it 1s im- 


poſſible to find out for what purpoſe it was 


conferred on him, unleſs to afford him a 
deeper ſenſe of the unavoidable evil that is 
ſet before him: and man, the lord of the 

| creation, 


„ 


L EN r HRM ns 


creation, will in this point of view appear to 


be che riddle of it. If it was aſſigned him 


for this purpoſe and intent; both the wiſdom 
and goodneſs of the Deity are concerned in 
its ſufficiency to anſwer the end deſigned, 
viz. the government of our paſſions. From 


whence it will appear, that fin or moral evil; 


is nothing elſe than an inordinate ſally of the 
paſſions, owing ſolely to the want of a pro- 
per exertion of reaſon; and is a perverſion 
of that ſubordination which God eſtabliſhed 
between reaſon and the paſſions. And hence 
too it follows, that ſome ſpace of time muſt 
have intervened between the firſt eſtabliſh- 
ment of that order and harmony, which ſub- 
ſiſted in every part of the creation, when 
God ſaw that all was good,” and the per- 
verſion of it. 


Yet this notion of a Paradiſiacal ſtate, or 
age of innocence, you affirm to be an amu- 
<« ſing dream, and as abſurd in philoſophy 
| 5 << as 
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« as in poetry delightful * ;” which is an 
affirmation without proof, and by conſe- | 
quence ſufficiently anſwered by a denial. 
But „ ſuch a ſtate of perfection , you 
* think, might be proved impoſſible, both 
from the nature of this terreſtrial globe, 
& and the nature of its inhabitants.” | 
The misfortune is, your conjectures, how- Wl 
ever ingenious, will never paſs for argu- 5 
ments: nor, till you had ſhewed the impoſ- 1 
fibility of a doctrine, which had hiſtory and | 
tradition in its favour, had you any right to 
reject it for a fanciful ſuppoſition of your 
own. And to prove a perfect ſtate of inno- 
cence merely poſſible, is a full confutation 
of the opinion advanced in its ſtead. But 
granting us our Paradiſiacal ſtate, you think 
the hort duration * of this perfection, is as 
inconſiſtent with infinite power, wiſdom and 


goodneſs, as though ſuch ſtate of perfection 


* Origin of Evil, p. 42. + Ibid. 
| 1 had 
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had never exiſted. To which let me reply, 


ſe- that however ſcrupulouſly you may acquieſce 
al. in the moſt literal * interpretation of the Mo- 
% faic hiſtory of the creation, when you think it 
th 


will ſerve your purpoſe, all your ſkill in di- 
W vinity will not enable you to tell me how 
Hort that period was. 


© The Stoics, you obſerve, ſeem to have 
« had ſome dark and unintelligible notions 
« of this inherent imperfection in the nature 
of all created beings .“ Dark and unin- 
telligible as their notions may appear; 
they approach much nearer the truth, than 
the doctrines of any other of thoſe ancient 
ſages, who took upon them to inſtruct the 
heathen world in the precepts of religion and 
morality : a ſtrong proof this of the neceſlity 
of a revelation to ſet us right in theſe impor- 
tant ſubjects. 


| * Origin of Evil, p. 52. + Ibid. p. 50. 
| a Indeed, 
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Indeed, fo ſtrongly do our paſſions 9 
with us for gratification, ſo prevalent is 
the influence of vice in our corrupt na- 
ture, derived from cuſtom and example; 
that it is no wonder, if to thoſe, who took 
their notions chiefly from what they felt 


paſs within themſelves, and had only the | 


faint glimmerings of reaſon to direct them in 
their enquiries, moral evil ſhould appear, as 
confirmed and inveterate habits uſually do, 
to ſpring from the very conſtitution of hu- 
man nature. | 


But there is a well-known tenet” of the 
Stoics, which plainly ſhews, that heir no- 
tions of human nature were, in fact, very 
different from thoſe, which ſuppoſe an in- 
nate imperfection in it. They accounted 
nothing a real evil, but the evil of fin*: 


Nihil eſt malum ; niſi quod turpe atque vitioſum elt. 
Cie. Tuſc. Diſp. 


and 


h 
E. 
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and this they ſuppoſed no neceſſary inherent 
fault in human nature; as appears clear in 
What they acknowledge a ſtate of perfect hap- 
Wineſs attainable. The perfectly wiſe man, 
Way they, is perfectly virtuous; and being 
Perfectly virtuous, he is neceſſarily free from 
| ; all real evil, and conſequently perfectly hap- 
y. Here then we find a ſe of philoſophers ' 
J aſſerting the reality of a ſtate of perfection 
n the principles of reaſon ; which, wild and 
; extravagant as ſuch tenets are, with reſpect to 
Hur preſent depraved condition, and the per- 
Perted order of things, ſeems ſtrongly to con 
Irm the truth of ſuch a ſtate having exiſted : 
nleſs their notions are abſolutely and entirely 
ithout any foundation at all. 


= Having premiſed theſe few obſervations 
Wn regard to the poſſibility of a ſtate of inno- 
ence, the more cloſely to confine myſelf to 
he point in queſtion, and your own train of 
eaſoning upon it, I will obſerve the plan 
| laid 
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laid down, and prepare ſtep by ſtep to fol- 


evils of our own contracting; and all the 


low you through the gloomy ranks of evil. 
One claſs of which are acknowledged to be 
no evils at all; another we ſhall find to be 


reſt, their vitiated . 
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H E conſideration of Evils of Imper- 
T fection, is the object of your ſecond 
letter; which I am glad to find ſtruck out 
of the black catalogue. For though writers 
on this ſubject have in the claſs of evils en- 
tered thoſe of imperfection; properly ſpeak- 
ing, there is no ſuch thing as imperfection in 
any created Being whatever; or, if you will 
call the limitation of natural powers, aſſign- 
ed to the. different ſpecies of Beings, by ſo 
harſh a name; ſuch imperfection is no evil. 
A man may, if he pleaſe, call an aſs fool- 
iſh, a ſheep weak, and a toad ugly; but he 
cannot without great impropriety call any of 
them imperfect: each being created with 
powers, beſt calculated to promote its own 
happineſs, and to ſupply its wants. Why 
| C | then 
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then will you acknowledge perfection in the 
whole, yet think it abſurdity to ſuppoſe it in 
all its parts“? If you mean abſolute perfec- 

tion; your meaning is, that an aſs, a ſheep, 
or a toad has not the perfections of the 
Deity : A point I am not inclined to diſpute 


with yau. But if your term imply no more 


than relative perfection, which, when we 
ſpeak of any rank of ereated beings, is all 
the perfection uſually contended for; I deny 
the abſurdity of the ſuppoſition, and humbly | 


preſume there is diſcernible in each ſpecies 
the ſame perfection you Mn a in _ 


Great — 


There are real evils enough diſcernible in 
human nature, without torturing our inven- 
tion in queſt of imaginary ones. If we con- 
tent ourſelves with a rational enquiry into 
thoſe only which are properly our own, and 
to the introduction of which we ourſelves are 


Origin of Evil, p. 60. 
unqueſ- 
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unqueſtionably acceſſary; we ſhall find every 
other evil, that can be called really ſuch, by 


ſome ſecret connection reſulting from them, 


depending on them, and gradually increafing 
with them. And if, in this depraved ſtate of 
things, we could reform from ſuch evils as are 
evidently of our own contracting; all others, 
however ſeemingly innate, would neceſſarily 
vaniſh: and we ſhould find ourſelves to be, 
without any alteration in our nature, that 
happy, perfect creature, which tradition re- 
ports us, hiſtory repreſents us, and in thoſe 


ſtruggles that a virtuous man has with his 


paſſions, ever labouring after a height and 
degree of virtue, which yet he feels and ac- 
knowledges himſelf unable to attain to, rea- 
ſon ſeems to confirm us to have been. 


On the whole, Sir, in this your letter on 
the evils of imperfection, there appears little, 
that might not without any detriment to 
your ſubject have been omitted; no great 
matter to except againſt, and nothing to ap- 

| WE: _ prove; 


 -LIETTE's 7.1m. 1 


prove; unleſs a pretty diſſertation on the 


wiſdom and goodneſs of providence. Which, 
give me leave to tell you, ſerves abundantly 
to convince me, that thoſe ready-made argu- 
ments, with which middle-fized underſtandings 
are well fitted from every pulpit, however con- 
temptuouſly you may affect to treat them, are 
frequently made much uſe of by the * /earned, 
impartial, ſagacious, and inquifitive, ſuch as 
yourſelf; and ſuch, as to uſe your own words, 
you alone apply to. Set off with a little florid 
colouring, they have given life and vigour to 
many a flimſy performance, that had little 
elſe to recommend it, beſides an affectation 
of ſingularity, and a ſpecious air of think- 
ing freely. 5 


I have the honour to be, Sir, &c. 


preface to the Free Enquiry, p. 23. 
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AR as we have hitherto proceeded in 
our Enquiry, no interruption have we 
met with from real evils: it having been. 
proved, that nothing imperfect could come 
out of the hands of an all-wiſe, all-mighty 
Creator; or, if a limitation of the powers of 
any ſpecies of created Beings can be called 
imperfection, that ſuch imperfection is no 
evil. The ſubject of your next letter is na- 
tural evil; and the grand queſtion you there 
propoſe to ſolve is, © Why God, whoſe 
ce only motive in creating Beings muſt be 
<« the production of happineſs, ſhould yet 
e condemn them, by an abſolute neceſſity 
« of nature, to innumerable and, unavoid- 
ce able miſeries * ?” Your ſolution of which 


* Origin -of Evil, p. 76, 77. | 
C3 difficulty 
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difficulty is this: * theſe evils could not 
% have been prevented, without the loſs of 
ce greatet good *. But the queſtion pre- 
ſuppoſes a fact that is abſolutely ſalſe; ſince 
thoſe evils can never be derived from a ne- 


ceſſity of nature, from which ſome men are 


wholly exempt : and you attempt to ſolve 2 
ſeeming difficulty, by ſubſtituting a real one 
in its room. For, when it is aſſerted, that 
pains of body, inquietudes of mind, and the 
like evils, muſt fall on ſome, in order to 
promote the happineſs of others: will not 
the objector immediately aſk, How, and in 
what manner, the ſufferings of one man can, 
in a phyſical ſenſe, be ſuppoſed to conduce 
to the happineſs of another ? Here you have 
raiſed a real difficulty, of which TI find not 
that you have offered any ſolution at all. | 
So far from it,” you acknowledge it incon- 


ceiveable how they operate; and even, that 


they do ſo operate, to be only a mere 


Nos Origin of Evil, p. 78. 
„ proba- 
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probability“? But why ſhould a mari ftep 
out of the common road to attack a reli- 
gion, the doctrines bf which, if ſvmetimies 
above the reach of reaſon; have never beef 
proved to be in contradiction with it ; whoſe 
moral part forms a purer ſyſtem of ethics, 
than human wiſdom ever deviſed; and 
which, conſidered merely as the religion of 
your country, demands ſome regard: — Why 
rudely labour to fubvert the eftabliſhed doc- 


trines of ſach # religion, dfly to ſubſtitute in 


their room bate ———— ane Wan! Len 
inconceiveable notions? 


But if de do tb &bttenk butlilves Wich a 
partial view of things, nor take up with 
bare matters of fact without endeavouring to 
acquaint ourſelves with the meaning of them; 
we ſhall find, that fratural evifs are no other 
than the evils, God has antexed as flatural 
confequences of dur vices : A truth this, 


* Origin of Evil, p. 555 
C4 prettily 


„ UE NHR A. 
prettily allegoriſed by the heathen poets, in 
the Fable of Pandora; who is feigned by an 
act of diſobedience to have nn into 
the ond all manner of evil. 
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25 "a fatal 235 the c curious 1 ae "Rx 
Straight iſſuing from the interdified box 
Of is a num*rous train with harſh all, 
Embitter life, and marr each former jay, &c. 


_ Thoſe evils the author has comprehended 

under the following heads : Poverty, La- 
bour, Inquietudes of Mind, Pains of Bady, I 
and Death. Whether they be really dedu- 
cible from an abſolute neceſſity of nature, or MI. 
the cauſe. we have ventured to aſſign, will 
be further ſeen by a diſtin and impartial 
review of them. 
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With ſo little propriety can poverty be 
fteemed an evil of nature; that at the be- 
ginning of the creation it was abſolutely im- 
poſſible that poverty ſhould exiſt. For, as 
Wature is content with little, our wants were 
riginally few: and it was in every man's 
power to gratify his deſires, and provide 
himſelf with a ſufficient ſupply of whatever 
e judged - neceſſary and conducive to the 
comforts and conveniencies of life. This 
may fairly be ſuppoſed, without having re- 
ourſe to a ſuppoſition, which is no abſurd 


in 
an 
to 


one, and would ſet the matter in a much 
learer light; that the earth ſpontaneouſly 
4 | | 


produced her fruits, “ the herb yielding 
% ſeed, and the tree inn fruit after 
* its kind. ö o (oo ot, blue omen 1 


Nulli e arva coloni: | 

1e f gnare quidem, aut partiri limite campum 

1s erat: in medium querebant : ipſaque tellus 
Omnia ton nullo OTE. ae * RG. 
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It was ambition and avarice on the one hand, 
and diſſipation and indolente on the other he: 
that produced poverty: and if there ever wa 00 
a time when theſe moral evils did not ſubſiſt; Wan 
there was a time when the cry of poreryſf 
was not heard, 


ac 


The ata; of 8 is 1 m 
and therefore primarily deducible from the Mb. 
ſame cauſe, By trhich term is underſtood | 
the drudgery and toils, which one part of 
mankind undergoes to fripport/ the other in 
affluenoe and enſe For the labouf, Which 
it might be neceſſary for each individual to 
ſuſtain, in order to provide himſelf with the 
comforis and conveniencies of life in # ftatè 
of nature, would not only be no evi, But 4 
real good. Man is born to labour; and as 
our benevolent Creator has made it neceffary 
to our ſubſiſtence, fo alſo has he made it | 
conducive to the health and vigour both of | 
body and mind: and has likewiſe annexed | 
to it a proper degree of pleaſure and ſatis- 

faction. 


action. Some of the 3 kn of 95 
eathen world, as hiſtory informs us, ſuch 
Woo as have been moſt eminent for virtue, 
| and who therein approached the neareſt to 
JF an's original perfection, have amufed them- 
Wclves with the plough, the pruning- hook, 
and other rural employments. And if in the 
moſt obſcure. retreat theſe interpoſing la- 
4 bours, ſeconding the pleaſing intereſting 
2 contemplations of the mind; if this. har- 
monious concord of the intellectual and bo- 
i 3 dily faculties thus mutually aiding and re- 
f lieving each other, cannot afford us a more 
ubſtantial happineſs than any other plea- 
ſures in life, however eagerly hunted after 
it is becauſe of thoſe wretched refinements, 
which ſin, or moral evil, has effected in 
human nature. | 


The inquietudes of the mind muſt be ac- 
knowledged real, and perhaps the greateſt 
evils, to which human nature is liable. 
Theſe, if we trace them to their true ſource, 

we 
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the preſent ſtate of things, be precluded, ; 1 


we ſhall find: principally ariſe from remorſe F 
at havin g committed what was wrong, and 
from bitter recollection of having omitted to | 
do what was right. Which two cauſes of 
uneaſineſs, as they depend entirely on our- 
ſelves, may in a great meaſure, even in 


"rot 


by always impowering our reaſon to di- 
rect our actions: or in other words, by 9 OC 
ever doing that which we know to be right, ib 
and conſtantly avoiding what we- _—_— i WM 
to be otherwiſe e e | c 


But all inquietudes of mind are not to be Mie 
contracted within ſo narrow a compaſs. 
While we have paſſions, and ſo much moral 
evil abounds in the world, theſe paſſions will Ne 
ſometimes unavoidably launch out into vi- Wn 
cious extremes. We cannot forbear being Hu 


E It is a maxim laid down by the moralifts : that, 
to doubt the rectitude of an action, is a proof that it 


is not abſolutely and ſtrictly right: and therefore a | 


ſufficient reaſon for declining it. th 
üs 
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1 ngratitude of thoſe whom we have obliged, 
he inſincerity of friends, and the infamous 
| aſperſions of llander and malevolence. The, 
WS toical apathy is abſolutely; unattainable z 
nd theſe diſquieting affections. of the. mind 
ay be ſo far termed natural, as they work 
o forcibly and univerſally, that the moſt 


Fool and diſpaſſionate cannot be wholly inſen- 
t, ; ible of them. Ter, who ſees not that they 


Priginally proceed from moral evils? Since, 
f there was no ſuch thing as ingratitude, 
ander, &c. the mind could ſuffer uneaſi- 
eſs on none of theſe accounts. 


Pains of body are evils more clearly and 
lemonſtratively deducible from vice, than 
any of the former. They are certain conſe- 
quences of indolence, luxury, and intem- 
derance: often derived from our own ex- 
Teſſes; and often from thoſe of our anceſtors. 
Diſeaſe rolls in the chariot, and lolls upon 
the bed of down: our ſoops and delicate 
1 | | Vviands 


roubled at the undutifulneſs of children, the 


4 


. o 
70 


of 


have arrived at the verge of life, without 
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viands are full of theſe ills; they ſparkle in inf 
the intoxicating glaſs, and unnerve in the em | 
brace of harlots. If any one doubts whe. 
ther human nature could ever be abſoluteh 
free from that train of diſeaſes, which 24% 
preſent ſeem to reign almoſt univerſally; lei 
him viſit the peaſant's cottage, and he will 
there find many inſtances of perſons, who 


ever experiencing the rackings of ſickneſ i 
and diſeaſe; which amounts to a full proof 
that theſe evils are not inherent in human 
nature, but are the wretched e of buff 


man vices. 


Let us then repreſent to ourſelves one off f 
theſe happy ruſtics, who has almoſt finiſhed 
his courſe of life, with a conſcience ever void 
of offence, and a body free from aches and 
ficknefs. Suppoſe him paſſed through all chef 
various feenes that chequer human life, and 
heartily tired with the dull irkſome repetition ; 
of a continual lameneſs, as may very eafily be a 
the 
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e cafe; ſince perhaps a principal fource of 
e pleaſures of life is novelty: and may he 
ot meet the embraces of death with as much 
omplacency and ſatisfaction, and perhaps 
o with as little pain, as he would ſink into 
e arms of its near relation, ſleep ? To 
ch an one can death be properly ſtyled an 
il? Or, does it not rather deſerve the firſt 
ace in the fair train of bleſſings : as it 
or only delivers him from the tediouſnefs of 
ch thoughts as ſerve but to mortify him 
ith the recollection of thoſe pleaſures, 
hich he muſt never again enjoy; but, now 
at every ſhort lived gratification palls and 


e in > 


* Confanguineus leti fopor. Vise, 


of this opinion is the wild philoſopher Rouſſeau : 

ch perſons, he thinks, as have by ſtrength of conſti- 

Oo gution and a LC life, lived free from ſickneſs 

b Ind diſeaſe — ils 5 eteignent enfin, ſans qu” on S apper- 

iv, qu ils cefſent d etre, & * fans s' en apperce- 
or CuX-IMEMES. 

Rouss EAu ſur . de I. Inegalite, &c. 


+ Ut doceam, non modo non malum eſſe, ſed bo- 
Lum etiam eſſe, mortem; C le. 


1 . | ſickens 


ſickens upon him, opens to his view neu 
enen of unteſted aan 


ſ! . 1 er * 12 


e nch an be eee frarhy tel 
gloomy company of evils, ; into which youſ 
| have without cauſe introduced him; and allſ 
the reſt are clearly owing not to the original 
imperfection of human nature, but the dread- 
ful breaches that ſin hath made in it. For 
as to thoſe accidental hurts, to Which theſ 
body is liable, nor ever could be exempiſ 
from, ſuch as the fracture of a bone, the diſ. 
location of a joint, &c. they belong not to the 


| 


| 


3 C 


claſs of evils here treated. of, but are to be l 
ranked under thoſe of imperfection. And i 
would be no leſs abſurd to arraign the good -- i! 
neſs of God for not making us of adamant b 


and ſteel, than for ſuffering our frame to be 
liable to ſuch harms as theſe. | 


Which chith of all the various evils that 
man labours under, and are called natural, 
can bejuſtly and properly imputed to the fault 

| of 
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of his nature; from which of all the nume- 


| rous train is it impoſſible he could ever have 


been free; or from whence can they be fo 
rationally deduced, as from that grand ſource 
to which they have been traced back, from 
moral evil? That foul fountain from whence 
iſſue all the ſtreams of evil, that flow through 
the vale of mortal life, and taint the happi- 
neſs for which man was originally deſigned, 
is the next ſubject of Enquiry, _ 


But before we proceed to that point, I ſhall, 
with all deference to your ſuperior judgment, 
hazard my ſentiments of a fa&, of which 
you ſeem not thoroughly to have entered 
into the meaning. Speaking of the analogy 
between pleaſure and pain, you obſerve, that 
« * many in Chriſtian countries have been 
« ſainted for long faſting, for whipping and 
e tormenting themſelves, for ſitting whole 
years in uneaſy poſtures, &c. And that 


* Origin of Evil, p. 93. 
8 many 
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30 i IL 
e many at this day in the Eaft are almoſt | 
<< deified for loading themſelves with heavy | 
„ chains, bending under burthens, and the 


<< like.” From whence you ſuppoſe, that 


where theſe cuſtoms prevailed, the people 
had ſome dark notions of the merit of ſuf- a 
ferings abſtracted from their tendency to any 1 
viſible good: which notions, you appre- ; 
hend, muſt be founded on the neceſſity of | 
pain to produce happineſs. But the true rea- 
ſon of theſe practices appears eaſy to be al- g 
certained, without having recourſe to notions 1 
merely chimerical; and which, were they 
ever ſo true, can never be proved to be ſo, |; 
The fear of eternal miſery, becauſe diſtant, 
will on many minds operate leſs forcibly in : | 
deterring men from fin, than the dread of , 
a ſevere puniſhment being inflicted upon the : 
immediate commiſfion of it: and even where 
that is not the caſe, this motive will always 
co-operate with, and enforce the other. And 
on this principle were inſtituted thoſe corpo- 
ral puniſhments, which are ſtill practiſed by 

| the 
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the Papiſts; ſometimes enjoined them by 


their confeſſors, and ſometimes their own vo- 


luntary act: neither are they conſidered in 
this view ſo abſolutely devoid of reaſon, as 
they have. been generally repreſented. And 
as to thoſe who walk barefoot, crouch om 
burthens, or load themſelves with chains ; 

is well known, that this variety of ſevere Gi. 


cipline is undergone chiefly in order to move 


pity and compaſſion in the beholders : and ſo 


g good an effect has it, that ſuch objects ſel- 
dom fail of a plentiful aims. Another argu- 


ment, which may perhaps plead the cauſe of 


theſe zealots more powerfully than Pity; is 2 
a general perſuaſion, that the alms ſo diſpoſed 
of will be applied to ſome good and pious 


uſe, as the founding of a moſque, an hoſpi- 


all, or the like: and, indeed, ſuch their in- 


tention is ſometimes ſpecified by the ſuppli- 


cants on labels, which they carry about them. 


Accordingly with the gains thus acquired, 
which is often very conſiderable, the devotee 


builds or endows a convent, or a moſque. 
D 2 And 
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And hence it is, that be higheſt honours 7 
Sometimes paid to them, as to common Bene factors. 
For I will venture to affirm, that hiſto 
cannot produce one ſingle inſtance in any age 
or nation, of the higheſt honours being de. 
creed to perſons, who have voluntarily ex : 
poſed themſelves to ſufferings, abſtracted} ; 
from or tendency to ſome viſible good. a 


The farther I read, the more clearly am ; 
convinced of the power and livelineſs of your ; 


imagination, and that conjecture is indiſpulf 
tably your fort: while you are merely conjec ö 
tural, you are entertaining; but when you a 
pretend to reaſon and explain, you are ouſs ; 


of your ſphere, and very unſatisfaftory. 


I am, Sir, &c. 
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E are now come to the grand point 
: in queſtion ; whether man came out 
Hof the hands of his Creator, what he at pre- 
ſent appears, and feels and acknowledges 
ay himſelf to be: ſo impotent of reaſon, ſuch a 
Out : dupe to paſſion, with a will ſo prone to evil, 
n a word, the imperfect thing he is. 


8 74 . 
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Perhaps the knowledge of no one ſpecu- 
lative truth is ſo natural and univerſal, as 
the knowledge of good and evil; nothing is 
ſo eaſy to be aſcertained, as when an action 
is really good, and when really evil. Yet 
ſcarce any thing ſeems to have perplexed 
moral writers more, than fully and properly 
to define them; as appears from the variety 


of definitions that are given of them, and 
D 3 which 


125 
2 

Ou. 5 
wo 


C 


£4 
£ 5 
ix 


g 
TY 
ry 
* 


. r 
r 
42; ee eee 


—— —— — — — —— 2 —— 5 7 
- 


en POS = rd ok 


S — — hows 


* 8 2 
— - = — . 
* — RAR TELL ir eb 49a 
- Gnas re Aut ere eee 
— 
CB OT "IO FEE OE 6 
— — 2 — — ha — 


3 


H LETTER, V. 


— * — 2 * © * * 1 4 . I b 
R III Og Enos — N - ye 
- Ian OY dee e — - — —— | ans wv = — — 
eee « -4 2 ts <a DIY OS I ns” — — 2 —— > * — — 
— — — D — — — ER - : 5 — — 2 = mt r 
— cotwens.2 2. * K s benny now oint eng Fray b - 
— — — — / N D 9 5 — — 5 q 
ä —— — — — , 
— — P=== — — = — — — - 2 * — Zn 2 Ae ++ 
- — — . ee — — A 
3 ane, N 1 8 
b 2 5 
— 2 4 — — 


which are almoſt as numerous as the authors : 
who have treated on the ſubject. Muſt f 4 
not ſeem ſtrange then, that though the dir 
cernment of moral good and evil be as natu- 
ral to the mind, as the perception of nen 
and darkneſs is to the eye; an immutable, 
univerſal principle, in which every man is 4 


= 
7 


| 


ſelf- taught, yet no one has been able by 
any fatisfatory criterion to determine what I | 
it is, and wherein it conſiſts. Let the moſt} 4 | 
rude and uncivilzed man hear of a virtuous q 


action, and he will naturally be pleaſed with | | 
it; and an evil action will proportionably 
diſguſt him. Aſk him why he diſlikes the 
one, and admires the other; and T-am of | 
opinion he would find it a very difficult mat- 
ter to give a tolerable reaſon. Paradoxical 
as. this may appear, there are facts in the na- 
tural world, ſuch as are the immediate ob. 
jects of our ſenſes, that operate no leſs un · 
accountably. Who, for inſtance, has told] 
us what beauty is, deduced i it to a general | 


definition, or fixed the true ſtandard of it? 
= 
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ver on fight of a really beautiful object, 


taſtes however different concur in admiring 
it: and by a kind of inſtinctive knowledge, 
we perceive and confeſs the reality of beauty, 
in that we are charmed with the influence 
of it. From this diverſity of ſentiments 
therefore concerning the criterion of virtue, 
no argument can be brought againſt the 
reality of it: and if all the definitions we 


can form of it be imperfe&, this can only 


be aſcribed to the narrowneſs of our ideas. 


The definition you propoſe, confines vir- 
tue to a tendency to promote general good &, 
and is therefore objectible to, as being too 
limited. To contribute to the general hap- 
pineſs is certainly a branch of virtue, and a 
principal one too : but then this is only refer- 
able to our conduct in reſpect of others; and 
moral virtue may exiſt independent of it. 
Fortitude and reſolution in bearing the mi- 


* Origin of Evil, p. 112. 
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DDE 
ſeries of life, is as unqueſtionably a virtue, 
as juſtice, benevolence, or any other moral 


duty whatever: but this relates wholly to a 
man's ſelf, and is naturally no more produc- 


tive of public good than evil; and which 


ever is conſequential of it, is merely acci- 
dental. Hence then it appears that this cri- 


terion of your's, though not falſe, is defective. 


It is true, that whatever contributes to the 
general bliſs, is virtuous: but it is as true, 
that actions may be denominated virtuous, 
without having any natural tendency to pub- 
lic utility. There are duties that we owe to 
God and ourſelves, ſuch as with reſpect to 
others may be ſtiled indifferent, the obſery- 
ance of which is nevertheleſs morally good, 
and for a diſregard and neglect of them ve 
are juſtly chargeable with vice. Perhaps an 


inſtance may contribute to place this matter 


in a clearer light. Let us ſuppoſe that Cæ- 
far was aſſaſſinated. by his ſon; and, that by 
his death mankind was delivered from an 
oppreſſor, and the Roman common- wealth 

| _  - reſtored 


2 


e uw 


IE TTW NAW 
reſtored to liberty. If, according to your 


criterion, moral good is to be eſtimated by 


its tendency to general utility, this action of 
Brutus is abſolutely good: yet parricide, ac- 
cording to all notions of right and wrong 
whatever, is abſolutely evil; but that an ac- 
tion ſnould be abſolutely good, and abſo- 
lutely evil at the ſame time, is a flat contra- 
diction in terms. 1 88 


The truth is, an action, before it can be 
denominated virtuous, muſt, beſides contri- 
buting to the general good, have reſpect to 
him who does it, and his duty to himſelf ; 
and alſo to the commands and prohibitions 
of him who has afforded us a rule of action, 
unleſs reaſon and conſcience were afforded us 
invain. And whenever an action appears good 
with reſpect to theſe three relations, it may 
then be pronounced ſtrictly and in the higheſt 
degree virtuous. Virtues there are, or rather 
branches of virtue, which regard each of 
theſe relations ſeparately, without interfering 
with 
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with either of the others: But when an ac- 
tion, however conformable to one of theſe 
relations, however productive of public good, 


claſhes with either, or, as may be, with 


boch the other; that action can with as little 
propriety be fliled a virtuous action, as the 
man, who by irreverence, or neglect diſho- 
nours his Creator, or by debauchery and vo- 
Juptuouſneſs debilitates his body, and ſtupi- ; 
fies his mind, can be called virtuous ; becauſe 
he pays his juſt debts, and makes his money 3 


circulate. Indeed we are told, all that you 


mean is; that whatever produces good in ge- 


| neral i is virtue, and that whatever in general 


produces evil is vice: and this rule is to 
be * applied to the general ſpecies of actions, and 
wat to particular actions. To which it is replied, 
that a definition of virtue, which does not 


extend to every caſe is defective. Whatever 


produces happineſs, muſt always and in all 


caſes be virtue; elſe that definition. of it is 


* Origin of Evil, p. 113. 
an 
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ever and invariably the n 


Not to rob POOR nobleſ princ ple, that 
animates the human mind, of more than half 
its praife, by confining it to a tendeney to 


promote a little temporary good, Which is 


not to be confined to-the limits of this globe; 
nor yet to render it more nnintelligible by 
ſubſtituting words inſtead of meaning; ſuch 
as we cannot perfectly underftand ourſelves, 
and are therefore not likely to explain to 
others: let us content ourſelves with know- 
ing that virtue conſiſts in an abſolute impli- 
cit obedience to the divine will ; in the ob- 
ſervance of an univerſal law, 2 rule of con- 
duct ſtamped upon the mind of man from 
the beginning by his all wife Creator. This 


was the law which was originally afforded 


Adam whereby to regulate his actions: who 
was formed perfect according to the rank of 
human nature, with a healthful body, a clear 
and diſcerning mind. And how forcibly it 

muſt 


an | imperfect one. For virtue is and muſt be 
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muſt act in the perfect ſtate of human nature, 
may be in ſome meaſure conceived from 
thoſe effects of it, which the mind, depraved 
and corrupted as it is, ſtill ſtrongly experi- 


ences in the alarming dictates of conſcience *. 


This was the law, which by vice and preju- | 
dice became in a courſe. of ages ſo. wretch- : 
edly perverted and obſcured, that Moſes was 
ſent to revive, explain, and enforce it: and 
which Chriſt came down from Heaven to 
* and fulfill. 


Where then hal we expect to find this 


almoſt obliterated principle? Not in the 
vague gueſſes of the fanciful ſpeculatiſt; 


nor yet in the doubtful diſquiſitions of ſo- 
phiſtry and metaphyſicks; nor indeed any 
where but in that univerſal law which has 
been graciouſly diſpenſed to us, to ſupply 


its place. 


* See Diſcourſe on Conſcience. 
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To conſider then this principle of virtue, 
implanted in the human mind from the be- 
ginning, and by extraordinary interpoſitions 
of providence at ſucceſſive periods enforced; 
the practice of it enjoined us with a view to 
our happineſs, and in ſo eminent a manner 
conducing to our good here, and our exalta- 
tion in the next ſtate; it ſeems a paradox, 
as you obſerve, to ſee mankind in their ge- 
neral conduct continually counteracting the 
gracious deſigns oſ their Maker. The uſual 
ſolution of this difficulty is affirmed to be 
« falſe in all its principles *.” That is, 
man neither came perfect out of the hands 
of his Creator, nor endued with a freedom 
of will and action; nor if God had created 
= him both perfect and free, would that in 
the leaſt have juſtified the introduction of 
wickedneſs and miſery. We will examine 
the truth of theſe poſitions ſeparately. But 
firſt I muſt take the liberty to obſerve, that 


® * Origin of Evil, p. 126. 


EA. 


in acknowledging, as you do“, an original 
depravity in human nature; you are making 
a conceſſion, of which I apprehend you are 
not aware. For depravity, if I underſtand 
the import of the word, means a marring, 
poiling, or corruption, not barely the im- 
perfection of human nature. By ſuch con- 
ceſſion you admit the very thing, againſt 
which you are levelling your whole dite 
of ſhrewdneſs and learning. | 


Man's original perfection, you obſerve, 
<« js a falſe notion, derived from the philo- 
« ſophers of the firſt ages, founded on their 
„ jgnorance of the Origin of Evil, and ina- 
* bility to account for it on any other hypo- 
„ theſis .““ Which is, in other words, 
they ſuppoſed ſuch a ſtate, becauſe ſuch an 
hypotheſis appeared to them the moſt rati- 
onal and probable : an obſervation, which 1 
am ſure does not prove it to be a falſe notion. 


Origin of Evil, p. 125. + Ibid. p. 127. 
To 
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To this bare affertion of yours ſtands op- 


| poſed the authority of one of the greateſt ge- 


niuſes and ſoundeſt philoſophers of all anti- 
quity, who with 'regard to this matter is re- 
markably expreſs. ** This account of the 
« happy age, ſays he, has been handed 
«© down from the moſt ancient times; and 
« our anceſtors who lived neareſt to the firſt 
e revolution of the world were witneſſes 
« and nnn, afſerters of the truth 


« of mY! 


But your grand objection to the probabi-- 
lity of man's original perfection is, that it 
would be the alteration of his nature; and 


| that, as ſoon as he became perfect, he muſt 


ceaſe to be a man. In order to determine 
the force of this objection, it is neceſſary to 
enquire what is the true nature of man. I 
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he not a being partly ſenſitive, and partly | 
rational? If ſo; the right notion of human 
nature 1s either this, © a rational principle, 
conducting and governing the paſſions :” i 
or elſe it is this, a rational principle, 
6 depreſſed by and ſubject to the tyranny of g 
«© jinordinate paſſions.” If this be the right 7 
notion of human nature; the gift of reaſon f 
can ſerve no other purpoſe than that of ren- 4 
dering us miſerable. But all the general dif- N 
penſations of an infinitely good God muſt : 
tend to promote good and happineſs. : 


That is the great center to which every 
general diſpenſation of providence tends like 
a ray from the circle of human life. Such a 
notion therefore of the nature of man, as 
ſuppoſes his rational faculties beſtowed upon 
him only to make him miſerable, muſt be 
falſe: and conſequently the other notion is 
the juſt and true one. f 


(e 


cc 


As 
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As reaſon then was graciouſly afforded us by 


W our Creator to regulate the paſſions; unleſs 


all our ideas of the divine wiſdom and good- 
neſs are very falſe and imperfect, it muſt be 
ſufficient to anſwer the end. From whence 
it appears not only probable but clear, 
from the faireſt deductions of reaſon, that 
man was originally endued with every qua- 
lity in the higheſt degree ſuited to his nature, 
and, if properly exerted, neceſſary to pro- 
mote his good; which amounts to what is 
underſtood by man's original perfection. 


On the ſuppoſition then, that man was 


? created perfect; the introduction of mo- 


ral evil is, I think, a ſufficient proof, that 


he was likewiſe created free. But indepen- 


dent of that ſuppoſition, his free agency 
may be briefly proved from your own con- 
ceſſions. You acknowledge man *© to have 


„ fuch a degree of free-will, as to make 


* him accountable, and juſtly puniſhable 

* for the abuſe of it *. We are juſtly ac- 
Free Enquiry, p. 128. 5 
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countable for an action as it is good or evil, 
only as we have it in our power to avoid the 
one, and perform the other. If. therefore 
we have a degree of free-will ſufficient to 
render us accountable and juſtly puniſhable 
for our actions; we have free-will ſufficient 


to enable us fo avoid the commiſſion of ſuch 
actions: and that is all the free-will con- 
tended for *. 


* To the above remark, in the Enquirer's own 


words, take his reply. To all this the Author replies, 


& only, that he is afſured, that, if any intelligent Rea- 


& der will peruſe the whole together with candour and 


& attention, it will evidently appear that theſe accuſations 
& are entirely groundleſs. He makes no manner of doubt, 
« but that man is endued with free will, and is juſtly pu- 
te niſpable for the abuſe of it ; and hopes he has ſo ex- 
% preſſed himſelf through this whole Piece, as to leavwt 
% no uncertainty of his opinion on that queſtion all he 
« means is, that though the abuſe of free will is undoubt- 


& edly the immediate cauſe of moral evil, yet it cannot 
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« from thence derive its original admiſſion into the work 
25 of a benevolent Creator 5 becauſe mam not being a elf | 
t exiſtent and independent being, muſt receive that will 
« fſelf, together with his nature and formaticn, from the 


« ſupreme Author of all things: for which reaſon he can- 


* not apprehend, that the general wickedue/s of mankind 


« gan 


il, Theſe propoſitions then being true, that 
ae man was created perfect and free; the con- 
re ſequence appears to me plain, and the argu- 


can be an accident proceeding from their unforeſeen 


le = © wrong elections, by which the whole benevolent ſyſtem 
nt L ig defeated ; but muſt be a part, and a material part 
h too, of the original plan of creation, wiſely calculated 
e ey the incomprehenſible operations of vice and puniſh- 
n-. ent, 70 promote the good aud happineſs of the whole.”? 


Preface to the laſt Edit. of Free Enquiry, p. 15. 


Is there not the very ſame inconſiſtency in this com- 
ment, that was before detected in the original doc- 
WT trine? And does not this his unwillingneſs to recant 
in a matter of the moſt glaring abſurdity prove him 
BE cuilty of that obſtinacy, with which in general terms, 
he unfairly charges all who diſſent from him? The 


bt, WY ſun of the long paſſage above quoted, juſt amounts to 
Pye - this : the Enquirer makes no doubt, but man is en- 
2 2 dued with free will enough to render him juftly pu- 
Ve BY niſhable for the abuſe of it; notwithſtanding he is by 
5 nature neceſſarily determined to ſuch abuſe of it 


bt- in order to promote the good and happineſs of the 
nit 8 whole by the incomprehenſible operations of vice and 
ris 5 puniſhment. If this be not an incomprehenſible doc- 
trrine, I know not what is. For where is the freedom 
vill of will, if the Soul be by nature determined to Evil : 
the or where the juſtice of puniſhing a Being for actions, 
a i to the commiſſion of which he was by nature unavoid- 
ini ably determined: or laſtly, how can reaſon be brought 
can E 2 ; to 


I. ET TUEn V. 


ment concluſive: that therefore the intro - Me. 
duction of ſin, or moral evil into the world He. 
is not imputable to God, nor the neceſſary; 


to reconcile ſuch a ſyſtem, as the Enquirer would ob 
trude on us, with divine juſtice, or goodneſs, or wi. 
dom, or power ? : 


In order to account for the introduction of mori 
evil, he in effect denies the exiſtence of it. For wha 
once evil becomes ſo neceſſary as he repreſents it, i 
loſes its nature as a moral evil; for a moral evil in- 
plies in it a voluntary breach of ſome known law: 
but how can that breach be voluntary, which wal 
cauſed by an infinite power in the moſt proper wa : 
of efficiency ? 


The truth is, the whole ſtrength of argument here 5 
exerted is levelled at a quarter, I know none who will 
undertake to defend : I know none, who ground the E 
introduction of moral evil on the doctrine of free will £ 
To account for the fall of man from the nature of li 
berty, would be to ſuppoſe it the certain conſequene 
of his liberty; and if it was the certain conſequene 
of his liberty, no blame could be imputed to him, not 
any puniſhment in ſtrict juſtice inflicted on him. Bu 
to reconcile ſuch fall with the attributes of God fron 
the nature of liberty, is a quite different thing; ö, 
what we may do, what we muſt do: for reaſon cannot 
reconcile the fall of man with the infinite goodnelÞ 


and juſtice of God on any other principle. Objects off 
defur 
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conſequence of human nature; but very re- 
concileable with reaſon, and the high ideas 
reaſoning Beings have of the divine attri- 
butes, in conſideration of the abuſe that 
man might make of that high yet dangerous 
truſt repoſed in him, his freedom of will 
Wand action. True it is, that his Creator 


77 ß b 6ore, yes 
n SH Toe RMEAEIC® Feandtt wn wh 8 
n n 3 * * 5 50 e 3 , 7 6 l , 


or a 25 

hen might have put it out of his power to have 
t, committed fin, by endowing him with a 
im. . 1 | . 
_ reater degree of perfection; or by reſtrain- 
wa ing his will; but I dare not ſay, he had 


much better have done ſo *.” God might 
; have created him a Being neceſſarily deter- 
5 mined to what was good; but then he would 
: have been no longer man: both the beauty 
: and reward of virtue would then have been 


deſire without, and appetites liable to be excited by 
: them within, to which we may add the evil ſollicita- 
no WY tions of malignant ſpirits, were, as we are informed, 
Bu the cauſe of our ruin, though not the neceſſary one. 
ron Freedom of will ſtamped the conduct of man, in in- 
; bY clining to thoſe ſolicitations, with the character of 
ano evil; but freedom of will was not the cauſe of ſuch evil. 


's ofſÞ Origin of Evil, p- 130. | | 
ſire - E 3 loſt: 


S LETTER. 
loft ; and this world would have been a ſtate 
of rewards, and not of probation. And this 
is the reaſon, why Simplicius in his Commen- 
tary on the thirty-fourth chapter of Epicte. 
tus, though no friend to Chriſtianity, did 
in this article entirely fall in with the ſcrip- 
tural account ; attributing the Origin of 
Evil not to matter, but to the will of man. 


God, from the beginning of time foreſay 
the ill uſe man would make of this gift vi 


free will; and therefore prepared a remedy ;M 
the redemption of mankind by the promiſedM 


ſeed who ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head. 


However ingenious therefore may be your 
conjectures, the rational Enquirer may ſtop 


here in his ſearch after the Origin of Evil. 
In endeavouring to inveſtigate it more nicely, 
he will only be apt to loſe himſelf in the end- 
leſs mazes of error and perplexity. 


Was ever for inſtance, a more extrava- 
gant conjecture, than what you hazard in 
— 
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the 13 1ſt and following pages. The intro- 
duction of natural evil, 'tis there aſſerted, 
God could not prevent. And he cauſed 


moral evil to be introduced, in order to give 


an air of juſtice to natural evil; being thus 
made as it were the puniſhment of ſin: 


therefore, becauſe according to your ſup- 
poſition it was neceſſary that one man 


ſhould have the ſtone, the gout, or rheuma- 
tiſm; he, or ſome other man, for it ſignifies 


not who, muſt cut a throat, pick a pocket, 


or break open a houſe; in order to make 
thoſe diſeaſes an act of divine juſtice in the 
puniſhment of ſin. 


I hope, Sir, I do not miſunderſtand you, 
I am ſure I do not voluntarily. And 1 
expect the ſame from you, in my attempt to 


explain two words which you are pleaſed to 


charge with a contradifion in terms, viz. ori- 


ginal ſin, Orginal fgnifying innate, and fu 


4 Origin of Evil, p. 144. 
E 4 the 


E 
the aft of an accountable Being. Is there any 
contradiction in calling Adam's, that is, 
man's firſt tranſgreſſion, the original tranſ. 
greſſion, or original ſin? How original comes 
to ſignify innate, perhaps you can explain to 
me. But, you will add, how does Adam's 
firſt tranſgreſſion concern me? In it's con- 
| ſequence, in a ſtain or innate corruption, 
derived from thence, and from him entailed 
upon the whole human race. Nor is this fo 
highly incredible, as you may at firſt thought 
ſuppoſe it. That a man may by his vicious 
amours contract diſorders, which may entail | 
rottenneſs and diſeaſe on his innocent poſte- | 
terity, even to the third and fourth genera- 
tion, cannot be denied. The caſes with re- 
gard to the apparent injuſtice of them are 
ſimilar : experience proves the realiiy of the 
one, and why will you deny the p ſibility 
of the other? Certain powerful drugs there 
are, which will change the mind as well as 
body, and give quite a new turn to the 
paſſions. Ebriety will work a temporary 
change 
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change in the diſpoſition and habits of the 
mind as really and perfectly, as the Syrens 
of old are fabled to have done on the body. 
Where then the impoſſibility; that the good 
affections originally implanted in human na- 
ture ſhould have been corrupted; or that 
ſuch corruption or ſtain ſhould have been en- 
tailed on mankind, even down to remoteſt 
poſterity. DIG ; 
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this life is a ſtate of probation : and ſuch 
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8 1 R, : 
Owever differently you and I may think 

on ſome points, I am glad to find one 

in which we are entirely agreed“; viz. that 
not only our wiſe ſelves, but the wiſeſt and iſ 
moſt thinking men of all ages and nations ſup- 
poſed it. Man muſt therefore have, beſides 
the knowledge of good and evil, a freedom 
of will and action. For if neceſſarily deter- 


mined to good, where would be the virtue 


in reſiſting evil? if to evil, where the vici- © 
ouſneſs in purſuing it? and in either of theſe 
caſes, where is the trial of his obedience! 
The abuſe then of this gift of free- will it 
was, that introduced moral evil into the 
world; and ſcarce any thing is more obvious, 


* Origin of Evil, p. 120. 


than 


IE N 1 N I1WM 4 


than that political evils are the conſequence 
of moral. If no ſuch thing can at this day 
be hoped for as a perfect form of govern- 
ment; it is not becauſe mankind are by na- 
ture incapable of receiving or retainiug it, 
but becauſe their vices have made them fo. 
If we conſider the hydra-nature of vice, one 
of whoſe heads is ſeldom ſtruck off, but 
from the prolific trunk ſprout out at leaſt 


two; if we reflect on the ſtrong force of ex- 


ample, by which the numerous progeny in- 
creaſed with mankind, and univerſally dif- 
fuſed themſelves : the very notion of a per- 
fect government is abſurd, and the inge- 
nuity of man in the preſent corrupt ſtate- of 
things can in ſpeculation ſcarcely effect it. 
Private vices would be eternally claſhing 


with public good: the ſingle vice of avarice, 


which muſt neceſſarily produce corruption 
and venality, is alone ſufficient to obſtruct 
the wheels of the moſt perfect government. 
But though we muſt diveſt mankind of their 


vices before we can ſuppoſe them capable of 


a perfect 
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a perfect form of government; we need not 
diveſt them of their nature. The queſtion 
therefore is not, whether a perfect form of 
government can now ſubſiſt, but whether it 
ever could; that is, whether human nature 
could ever have been capable of it. 


To deſcend to particulars, I cannot be 
perſuaded you have ſufficient grounds for ſo 
peremptorily characteriſing mankind in their 
ſtate of nature *, as the bulls and bears, 
Hobbes repreſents them : fighting for ſu- 
periority with clubs and fiſts, and availing 
themſelves of every villainy to obtain it. 
Burlamaqui on the contrary ſuppoſes, man- 
kind were originally divided into families; 
and that thoſe families lived under the pater- 
nal government of the perſon who was their 
Chief, as their father or grandfather. Theſe 
families increaſing, they at length compoſed 
a national body; governed by the will of 


* Origin of Evil, p. 168. 


him 
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him or thoſe, on whom for mutual good they 
had conferred the authority. I might add 
to this author many reſpectable names, who 
ſpeak the ſame language. And pray what 
hinders, but that mankind unpolluted by 
vice, unſeduced by example, thus aſſociated 
for convenience and common good, might 
make common good their ſtandard and rule 
of 24800 l | 


It is an undeniable truth, that man was 
created for ſociety ; and it is equally certain, 


* Erant, ut Juſtinus loquitur, omnia communia & in- 
diviſa omnibus, veluti unum cunctis patrimonium eſſet. 
Neque is ſtatus durare non potuit, ſi aut in magna 
quadam ſimplicitate perſtitiſſent homines, aut vixiſſent 
inter ſe in mutua quadam eximia charitate. Horum 
alterum, communionem ſcilicet ex ſimplicitate eximia, 
videre licet in quibuſdam Americæ populis, qui per 
ſœcula multa fine incommodo in eo more perſtiterunt. 
Alterum vero, communionem nimirum ex charitate 
exhibuerunt olim Eſſeni, deinde Chriſtiani qui Hieroſo- 
lymis primi extiterunt, ac nunc quoque non pauci, 1 
vitam degunt aſceticam. 

Pur. de Jur, Bell. lib. 2. c. 2. f. 2. 
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that the production of happineſs was the di- 
vine - motive for creating him. Muſt not 
God then ſeem to counter act his own gra- 
cious purpoſes, in entailing a neceſſity of 
evil upon this aptitude and diſpoſition for 
ſociety; which he himſelf with a gracious 
intention implanted in us? Or, if we think 
of the Deity reverently and juſtly as we 
ought, may we not more fairly conclude, 
that as certainly as we were created for ſo- 
ciety, we were created to live happily in ſo- 
ciety? And if the caſe be otherwiſe, if every 
ſyſtem of government be full of variety of 
evils: let us enquire into the myſterious 
cauſe. Neither need we ſearch far for this: 
ſince, if we content ourſelves with your own 
relation of facts, it will appear moſt evident, 
that evils of government are owing univer- 
ſally and immediately to moral evils. There 
is not in all this black catalogue one ſingle 
evil enumerated, that does not flow from 
thence. Tyranny and oppreſſion for inſtance 
are derived from pride, ſelfiſhneſs, and 

cruelty z 


LETT HEN ML a8 
cruelty ; violence and corruption, from ava- 
rice and diſſipation; war and deſolation, 
from envy, luſt, revenge, injuſtice, &c. 


Since then political evils are manifeſtly de- 


ducible from moral; before moral evil was 
introduced into the world, it is impoſſible 
that political evils could exiſt. 


And however you may affect to deſpiſe the 
common opinion of an original ſtate of inno- 
cence ; you have not offered one ſingle ar- 
gument to demonſtrate either the impoſſibi- 
lity or improbability of it. On the con- 
trary it is ſhewn, that ſuch a notion is 
moſt agreeable to the nature of man ; that 
it has been handed down by long tradition, 


and confirmed by the pens of men of the 


moſt extenſive learning and higheſt abilities. 
To this purpoſe innumerable quotations 
might, from various authors, be alledged 
but I will content myſelf with only mention- 
Ing his notions of this matter, whoſe autho- 
ny of all heathen writers, is moſt to be 

depended 


n. 


depended on. In that happy age, faith 
Plato, God was the only governor; but 
when the beautiful order of things was per. 
verted, the Deity retired from the helm, 
and irregularity and confuſion followed. 
This Platonic theocracy, agreeable to what 
was before obſerved +, ſuppoſes that man- 
kind originally lived accountable for their 
actions to no human magiſtrate, nor ſubject 
to any human laws: God himſelf as it were 3 
immediately governing them by that univer- i 

- fal law of conſcience ſo deeply imprinted in 
the mind *. An entire freedom from all 
reſtraint of laws is always enumerated 
amongſt the bleſſings of the golden age. 
From whence it plainly appears, that in 
their notions of a primæval ſtate the ancient 
ſages did not, as ſome have preſumed, ſup- 
poſe only a more innocent and happy ſtate 
than the preſent, but a ſtate of perfect hap- 
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pineſs. 
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pineſs. Since the ſuppoſition of a ſtate, in 
which vice prevailed without any laws to 
controul and reſtrain it, gives us the, idea of 
a ſtate ſo very wretched, as we want Aa name 


to expreſs it by. 


LI wi 


Hence, as political evils do confeſſedly re- 
ſult from moral *, the ſame reaſoning which 
has been uſed to prove that moral evil was 
not eſſential to human nature, includes an 
anſwer to all arguments of its neceſſary im- 


perfection, drawn from the vaſt train of 


political evils, obſervable in all govern- 
ments that ſubſiſt ; with which indeed they 
are ſo complicated, that ſuperficially exa- 


mined they ſeem as it were naturally in- 
herent in them. For could we take away 


the cauſe, the effect muſt | neceſſarily | ceaſe. 
But though to have a perfect form of go- 
vernment, it be neceſſary to be perfectly vir- 
tuous ; though at this day we are not to look 


he Origin of Evil, p. 188. 
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for à Platonian corfimotiwealth, or Utopia; 
yet by tetrenching the number of our moral 
evils, we may propottiohably abrid&e our 
political ones. And conformably to this 
Opinion, you with great truth and propriety 
remark, that T theſe (viz. political evils) 
ie can never be removed, until thoſe (mo. 
et ral evils) are firſt amended.“ Thierefore 
as theſe imperfections and abufes in govern- 
ment can only be redreſſed by a reformatiof 
of manners; ſuch a teforttiation every good 
and worthy man ought to endeavour to effect 
in his own private capacity; and the legifla- 
ture is more particularly bound te lab6tit 
after in a public one. For if, as you affirmn, 
politics be a ſeience, as feducible to cer: 
tainty as the mathematics; this muſt be one 
univerſal invariable prineiple of it, Viz; the 
more vittuous à people is, the more great 
and flouriing,; the mofe ſecure, proſperbus, 
and happy that nation will Be. 
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This is an ificonteſtible truth, and the dif- 
ferent periods of every ſtate will afford in- 
ſtances of it. But perhaps no ſtate more 
ſtriking ones than the Roman. Whether 
Rome owed its greatneſs to its virtue or to 
chance, is tlie ſubject of one of Machiavel's 
Diſcourſes. But with due deference to the 
great Florentine; by queſtioning it, he ſeems 
to have madè a doubt of that which would elſe 
appear abſolutely unqueſtivhable. Chance, 
that is, ſome unforeſeen; unnoticed, unac- 
countable accidents; may raiſe a ſiege, or 
win a battle : but I would as ſoon believe 


Chance capable of building the city, as of 


raiſing 'the ſtate from nothing to univerſal 
empire, in a lohg and almoſt uninterrupted 
war of ſix or ſeven hundred years. Nothing 


could effect this but a ſteady uniform virtue. 


And how great that virtue was; may be 
judged from a ſingle anecdote; that one of 
their own hiſtorians has left us; and which 
conveys to the reader a more lively idea of 
it, than whole volumes written on the ſubject 

| F 2 afford 
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afford us. The firſt divorce, ſays Val. 
Max. that was ever heard of in Rome, hap- 
<« pened in the year of the city 520.” How 
muſt that nation ſuffer in ' compariſon ; in 
which, if I forget not, an ingenious author 
has obſerved, that ſeventeen divorces hap- 
pened in the ſhort ſpace of one year; among 
thoſe too who pride themſelves on being ac- 
counted people of faſhion +. Inviting, then 
as faſhion is, how many more ſeparations 
may we ſuppoſe to have happened amongſt 
thoſe of leſs note; who are always fond of 
aping their ſuperiors, and never more ſo than 
in their vices ! 


Speaking with a juſt contempt of ſpecula- 
tive politicians, you aſſert, that in politics 
molt principles ſpeculatively right, are prac- 
tically wrong. It may be ſo; but I am ſure 
the inſtances you produce in ſupport of your 
aſſertion, do by no means tend tò confirm it. 


"+ See Brown's Eſtimate. 
On 


IE T T EA ] g 8; 
On the other hand, either ſo unhappy am 1 


in my judgment, or you ſo unfortunate! in 


your proofs, I cannot help thinking they de- 
clare directly againſt you. Your firſt inſtance 
is, that it muſt appear to ſpeculative politi- 
cians an undeniable truth, that ( thoſe who are 
e poſſeſt of moſt property, will fight beſt in 
« its defence.” Moſt people, I believe will, 
on ſpeculative principles, deny that: they 
will know, that he, who has moſt to loſe, 
will be apt to be moſt afraid of himſelf: 
they will know likewiſe, that the mere ſol- 
dier of fortune has moſt likely been brought 
up hardily, and from the narrowneſs of his 
circumſtances having been inured to ſtruggle 
with difficulties and dangers, will therefore 
be moſt likely to face them with Pe 
and reſolution“: 


Lit eo, quo vis, qui zanam perdidit. 


* Cur tantum intereſt inter novum & veterem exer- 
citum, quantum experti ſumus? Ætas tironum ple- 
rumque melior : ſed ferre laborem, contemnere Vol- 
aus conſuetudo docet. Cic. Tuſc. Diſp. lib. 2. $. 15. 


Your 


Your next inſtance is, « that national þyſi- 
<: neſs muſt appear to he molt ſucceſsfully 


carried on by aſſemblies of men unin- 


<< fluenced and urconnecsed. Uninfluenced, 
if you pleaſe, but unconuected, I believe few 
people will allow. He muſt be a whimſi- 
gal ſpeeulatiſt indeed, who can fancy five 
hundred men, pulling five hundred diffe- 
rent ways, will carry en work ſo quickly 
and ſo well, as the ſame number of men 
connected, and pulling the fame way. Your 
laſt inftance is a more natable one than 
either of the other, viz. that unbounded 


e liberty, civil and eccleſiaſtical, muſt ap- 


tt pear moſt conducive to public happineſs 
© and virtue.” Indeed, Sir, yourſelf and 


a few, I hope a very few more, are the 
whole body of men that can entertain ſuch 


dangerous opinions. 


Theſe inſtances alledged, being ſo very 
falſe in point, tempt me to diſpute other 
of your political maxims; and particularly 


to 
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to except to the party-coloured drefs, in 


{ which yeu * nn your CINE. 


Far from n ahi Hs 215 im- 
moral men by falling in with their vices, 
to ſtop the progreſs of moral evil will be 
the principal ſcope and aim of the truly 
great miniſter, which he will ſedulouſly en- 
deavour by every probable: method, by the 
authority af his ſtation, and his own exam- 
ple. And hence may be perceived the dif- 
ference between à good and able miniſter, 
and the great litile man, of whoſe portrait 
you have drawn ſo accurate a ſketch ; be- 


| tween him ho makes it his chief care to 


promote the good of his country, and him 
who fancies himſelf placed in that diſtin- 
guiſhed ſphere, only to aggrandize himſelf, 
his friends, and dependants, and ſecure him- 
ſelf in the poſſeſſion of ſo much. power and 
gain, The one will ſupport himſelf by his 
own greatneſs and intrinſic merit; the other 
will lay hold on every external aſſiſtance. 

F 4 To 
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To an indefatigable attention to buſineſs the 


one will add diſintereſtedneſs, and unſhaken 
integrity; the other, fraud and low cunning: 
the one will not devote his time to pleaſure, 
| becauſe many hours, that the preſſing duties 
of his ſtation require, will thereby be uſe. 
leſsly ſquandered away; ; the other will /avail 
himſelf of 1 it, by winning over to his views of 
intereſt thoſe who are already engaged i in 
the ſame pleaſurable purſuits: the one will 
defy the voice of envy, the other court its 
Flence : the honeſt and upright intentions of 
the one will appear ſo evident, chat fools 
muſt ſee the good of them, and knaves wil 
not be able to pervert them; the ſelfiſh 
views of the other muſt be diſguiſed by 
every art of venality and adulation : . 
one will confront his enemies, and face 
their malevolence with a confidence which 
nothing can inſpire, but a conſcious ſenſe of 
having diſcharged his duty; the other in ſuch 
a ſituation will bear himſelf through by 
effrontery and bribes. is 
According 
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According to this repreſentation of things, 
and in this view only may be reconciled 
thoſe. ſeeming . inconſiſtencies, with which 
you have, by ſome ſuperficial readers, been 
| charged, in your deſcription of that little 
creature, a Great Man. | 


J have the honour to be, Sir, &c. 
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IX, 


HE ſubject of the ſixth and laſt let- 

ter is Religious Evils: of all others, 
if your reaſoning be concluſive, the moſt 
enormous, and as you apprehend the moſt 
difficult to be accounted for : I ſhall there- 
fore be indulged the liberty to examine the 
weight of your arguments the more cir: 
cumſtantially. 


Man is a being formed with paſſions, but 
endowed with reaſon to govern them; crea- 
ted for ſociety, and therefore our country, 
our parents, and our friends, claim part of 
our regard. For the better conduct of our- 
ſelves with reſpect to theſe ſeveral relations, 
agreeably to the dignity of our nature, and 
the end of our creation, the Almighty has 

furniſhed 
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furniſhed us with capacities fufficient to form 
| ſyſtems of ethics and polity, and hath ſo far 
revealed himſelf to us in the book of nature, 
that we are enabled to trace him in his works, 
and from ſuch contemplation of his infinite 
wiſdom, unbounded power, and tranſcen- 


et - dant goodneſs are naturally led to lave, fear, 
rs, WW honour, and adore him: which amounts 
oft ¶ to what we underſtand by religion. Ethics 


teach us our duty to ourſelves and others; 
polity, our general conduct conſidered as a 
community or ſtate; and Religion inculcates 
our duty to that Being, whom we ſtile God, 
from whom we derive our exiſtence, and 
on whom that exiſtence depends. And theſe 


ut united, compleat our character as men. For 
a- without ſuch reſult of our reaſon, we ſhall 


7 diſcern little excellence in human nature 
of above that of the brute creation: diſtin- 
- guiſhed only by an erect poſture, we have 
„ che honour to ſtrut about upon two legs, 
d vhilt monkeys and aſſes run upon all four. 


d Strange 


E Feen 
Strange is it then, if he who faſhioned u; 
and underſtandeth all our parts, does really un. 
derſtand ſo little of our nature, and the na. 
ture of thoſe endowments, by which he has 
thus exalted man above the irrational pan 
of the creation; as that thoſe very faculties, 
' which were intended for our good and hap. 
pineſs, ſhould; without any will or fault of 
ours, be conſequentially and inevitably pro. 
ductive of miſery and evil. Or, if he did 
know it, how * wonderful muſt it indeed ap- 
pear, that Omnipotence ſhould be fo ſevere 
and void of all benevolence to his creatures, 
as to ſuffer them to wander ſo many ages in 
the dark; and at laſt to afford them a light, 
but alas! a light ſo faint and glimmering, a 
ſerved only to affright them! A cruel and 
capricious God truly : And if this was really 
the caſe, I am afraid even your ingenuity 
would find much greater difficulty than you 
ſeem aware of, in removing the heavy charge 


Origin of Evil, p. 195. 


thus 
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thus wantonly brought againſt Omnipotence. 
But, if we examine a little more deeply into 
this matter, it will appear, that neither the 
firſt ages of the world walked in abſolute and 
neceſſary darkneſs, nor, when the fullneſs of 
time was come that the Sun of brightneſs ſhould 
appear, that this light was imperfect. 


If we look back as far as hiſtory will carry 
us, we ſhall find that the practice of religion 
was univerſally neither ſo * inhuman, ob- 
ſcene, ſtupid, nor execrable as you ſuppoſe 
it. Thoſe, inhuman, . obſcene, ſtupid, and 
execrable practices were the corruption of 
later ages; and only tend to ſnew the abſo- 
wte neceſſity there was of a Divine Revela- 
tion. The annual oblation of the fruits of 
the earth was originally no more than a tacit 
acknowledgment of the Omnipotence and 
providence oſ God, and a ſignificant confeſ- 
ſion, that whatever is enjoyed in this world 


„Origin of Evil, p. 196. 
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is the free-gift of his good will and pleaſure, 


The ſame may Be affirmed of the ſicHfices; 
in regard to which; theugh I love ſeaAbjlity 
I cannot but ſmile at the tender ef el 
expteſs for the innocent herds and ocks“ 
the cruelty to which was juft the fame thei, 
as is exerciſed now the day before ever 
market, throughout this populous city. For 
the llaughtered cattle that wete ſatrißtel 


upon feſtivals and fuch particular occa fon 


by Princes, Chiefs, and indeed by all pet 
ſons proportionably to their rank and cotidi 
tion in life, were not ſtupidly and uſeleſs] 
burnt to aſhes, but + were broiled and roaſts 
for the repaſt « of their friends, and the eritet 
tainment of the'poor: and were well calct: 
lated to WP alive the irt of h6ſþtrality} 


»Ofxrigin of Evil, p. aa, 
+ Vid. Hom. II. lib. i. ver. hae 1 
t And hence it is, that we find the penürious man 


characteriſed by Theophraſtus for felling part of his 
victim. Te {Ev itgeαονο TATY Thy SBeews Ta _—_ a&TWIfoa9% 


Thus 
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Thus we find though the real cauſe of the 
inſtitution was loſt to the Pagans; they ſaw 
ſome uſe in it, and- continued the practice: — 
The Chriſtian is enabled to trace it back to 


its firſt origin, and can 3 a cauſe * 
to ſo gefieral an n * 


True it is that PIER nations offered hu- 
man ſacrifices even to wood and ſtones ; yet 
not as is here aſſerted; ail nations. For 
God left not himſelf without wimefs, chat 
even the light of nature Which he had im- 
planted in the mind of man, Was fufficient 
to guide him aright, whilſt the mind re- 
mained unobſcured by that corruption and 

depravity to which we were liable, and 
which gradually took root in our heattsz 
and ſo long as teaſon maintained her throne 
in our minds, unſhaken by the perverſeneſs 
of our will, and our proneneſs to evil. 
There was a people, that even in the moſt 


* See Letter 1. 


corrupt 
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corrupt times retained a true knowledge of 
the Deity, and worſhipped the true and only 
God, the Maker of Heaven and Earth.-. - | 


>. « + # * „ N 
; . 4 2" 4 4 ; 3 
” # 1 ö » , 1 * — * 1 


n But as this light of nature was too faint 


and glimmering to pierce the almoſt general 
darkneſs that vice and error had gradually 
introduced in the world; a more explicit re- 
velation of the divine will was ſeen neceſſary, 
and therefore graciouſly diſpenſed to us. A 
light this, neither faint nor glimmering; 
which terrifies us indeed with the proſpect of 
future danger, but with no other intent than 
to enable us to avoid it. This has moſt ex. 
plicitly informed us, thar our ſouls are im- 
mortal; it has taught us, that future happi- 
neſs will be the reſult of virtue and piety; 
and that vice as hateful to God will be pu- 


niſhed with miſery. That, by having the re- 
wards and puniſhments thus diſtinctly pointed 


out to us, we might be the more ſtrongly 


induced, to labour after the one, and cau- 


tiouſly to avoid the other. 


As 
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As to the inſufficiency of this light, it 
| ſhall be examined under the four general 
articles, to which you have objected: viz. 
its want of univerſality, authenticity, perſpicu- 
ity, and policy. Which objection if juſt, the 
religion, as you rightly infer, muſt have been 
ſoon corrupted ; and we might then con- 


clude, as you extravagantly aſſert, that its 


great author never deſigned it to be free 
from any of theſe imperfections. And yet 
we ſee that this religion of a day, which like 
a comet was intended only to blaze a little 
to amuſe the world, and then vaniſh away, 


has ſubſiſted for theſe ſeventeen hundred 


years. Perhaps not without ſome corrup- 
tions in the ſeveral ſyſtems that have been 


formed from it: But upon an impartial en · 


quiry it will appear, that thoſe corruptions 


were owing to the pride, obſtinacy, or igno- 


rance of the ſeveral ſects, and not to r 
defect 1 in it's original conſtitution. 
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He who can confidently and * this 
religion vas revealed only to a ſmall and obſcurg 


corner in parables and myſteries , diſcovers lit. 


tle converſe with thoſe writings, that are re- 
lative'to it. For by theſe we find, that the 
firſt propagators of it did not confine” their 


labours to Judæa, but extended them into 


all the various parts of the known world. 
Nor did they ſeek to foiſt their religion upon 
barbarous and uneivilized nations only, with 
a view to take advantage of ignorance and 
credulity: But thoſe moſt poliſhed ftates of 


| Greece: and Rome were appealed to; and ſe- 


veral of the moſt learned men of thoſe times 
and places thought it no derogation either 
to their learning or wiſdom to embrace chriſ. 
tianity. So that T find good reafon' flatly to 
contradict your aſſertion, and to affirm that 
thafe things were not dent in a corner. And as 


to the parables, in which Chriſt delivered 


many of his 2 ſo Plain and obvious 


Origin of Evil, p. 200, 


are 


| are | 


preju 
eaſily 


Te 
that 
free! 


to it, 


rity, 


&c. 


concl 
life « 


other 


Whicl 
corde 
purit! 
thoug 
unde! 
thoſe 
lerve 
the v 


are they; that whoever can hear without 
prejudice, and judge without a "_ 
* W chem. 3 


The next argument you advances i in ** 
that Chriſt never intended his religion to be 
free from the imperfections F above objected 
to it, is, that He guarded not its original pu: 
ih, by committing it to am written records, 

&c. Till there be ſhewn ſufficient reaſon to 
W conclude, that thoſe ſeyeral hiſtories of the 

life of Chriſt. are ſpurious 3 or at leaſt till 
other authentic hiſtories be produced, in 
which his life and Actions are otherwiſe re- 
corded; we may fairly eſteem the original 
purity of his religion as well guarded, as 
though he had left us a hiſtory of his life 
under his own hand. For what ends could 
thoſe deſpiſed, perſecuted men propoſe to 
ſerve by obtruding errors and falſehoods upon 
the world who, as You; well obſerye,. Were 
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honeſt enough to die for the religion they publifþ 


ed. And indeed this ' obſervation, which 
you unwarily ſtumble on, is a full proof d 
the ſincerity of their intentions; and no bad 
confirmation of the truth of thoſe doctrines 
of which they themſelves were ſo thorough 
convinced. Indeed that this refletion'woull 
be of no great ſervice to the point you are la. 
bouring to eſtabliſh," you ſeem aware; and 
therefore artfully tack to it a preſumptive al. 
ſertion of your own: That theſe perſons wen 
money emer, oh never * eh to mes 


7 1 


That a 0 muy be date with 4 & 


vine. commiſſion, the doctrines of which in 
their full extent may not be perfectly under: 


ſtood by him, is a point I readily accede to: 
and that ſuch a defect of comprehenſion 
in the perſon fo charged, is no objedtion 


to the reality of his inſpiration, I expect 
you will as readily allow. Inſpiration ac. 


cording to the Preciſe import of the word, 


e not men's private conceptions, but 
1 cake 2 doctrines 


dodr! 


direct 


tings 
doctri 
taugh 
them, 
gated 
henſic 
geliſt: 
quenc 
tainec 
lowed 
ing tl 
whicl 
ſurd, 
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doctrines ſuggeſted by divine influence and 


direction. The authors of the inſpired wri- 


taught, not becauſe they were underſtood by 
them, but becauſe they were divinely dele- 
gated to them. Their own private compre- 


quence: it cannot always be clearly aſcer- 


which they endeavoured to explain in an ab- 
ſurd, irrational manner. And whenever that 
is made appear, more of truth may be ac- 
knowledged in this letter, than an unpreju- 
diced reader can reſt at preſent convinced of, 


Hence may be obſerved how roughly you 
have handled the firſt propagators of chriſ- 
tianity : whom, if aſſertions may be admit- 
ted to paſs for arguments, you have proved 

8 to 


tings might or might not comprehend the 
doctrines they promulgated: and which they 


henſion therefore of the doctrines the Evan- 
geliſts publiſned, is a matter of no conſe- 


tained; much leſs can your aſſertion be al- 
lowed, or otherwiſe ſupported, than by ſhnew- 
ing that they advanced idle articles of faith, 
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to be as honeſt a ſet of blockheads as ever IM *# 
were heard of : who taught they knew not ing. 
what; and ſuffered ignominy, pain, and MW 16, 
death, they ſcarcely knew why. | Yet ha Lind 
this compoſition of ignorance and honeſty I of 2 
founded and eſtabliſhed ſuch a religion, as 
the moſt poliſhed parts of the world have em. 
braced; and which the moſt inveterate ene- 
mies to virtue, with all the artillery of Deiſm, 
have not been able to overturn; calculated 
to inform the meaneſt capacities, yet impot- 
tant. enough to engage the ſtudies and win 
the admiration of men of the: greateſt abili- 
ties, After theſe uncandid invectives againſi 
the firſt publiſhers of . Chriſtianity, it would 
be idle to expect that the doctrines they pro- 
mulgated will fare better in your hands. A 
little dabbling in divinity is a dangerous 
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thing; and, like a little ſmattering in poetry, me 
claims the friendly admonition, * to drink pr. 
“deep, or taſte nor.” Your talents as a di- ﬀ de 
vine will appear from your critique on the 
two following paſſages, 

All 
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A policy be diſclaims in expreſs words, ſay- 
ing, my kingdom” is not of this world: that 
is, Imedale not with the political affairs of man- 
lind. Falſe gloſſes and a wilful perverſion 
of an author's meaning are the laſt wretched 


ſhifts to which recourſe is had in ſupport of 


an indefenſible cauſe : but the inference you 
endeavour to draw from the above paſſage, 
viz. that therefore his doctrine is againſt 
civil policy, will by no means follow even 
from the forced interpretation you have your- 
ſelf annexed to the words. In order to arrive 
at the true ſenſe and meaning of a doubtful 
paſſage, your method I preſume is carefully 
to compare it with the context, and to conſi- 
der the main ſcope and general drift of the 
author. By this rule let the paſſage before us 
be tried. The-Jews, that they might the 
more eaſily effect their wicked purpoſe, and 
procure the death of Jeſus, laboured to ren- 


der him ſuſpected by Pilate of ſedition and 


* Origin of Evil, p. 201. 
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innovation in the ſtate, as ſetting himſelf up 
for King in oppoſition to the Emperor. Pi. 
late endeavoured by ſeveral indirect queſtions, 
to come at the truth of theſe inſinuations 
from his own mouth. Thy own nation, 
_ « ſaid he, hath delivered thee unto me.” 
Which artifice Jeſus obſerving, directly an- 
ſwered him, <* My kingdom is not of this 
6 world: if my kingdom were of this world, 
te then would my ſervants fight that I ſhould 
< not. be delivered into the hands of the 
& Jews.” That is, I have indeed a king- 
dom, which I do not deny having profeſſed 
to eſtabliſh : but, as I always inculcated, it 
is not a kingdom of this Preſent world, nor 
any way tends to cauſe diſturbance in the 
government. For if it had, my ſervants | 
would have * &c. 


I am ſorry to find you not leſs unhappy in in 
your application of the paſſage next cited: 
T Think not that I come to ſend peace on the 


* Origin of Eyil, p. 202. | 
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earth, &c. The contents of the chapter in 
| which theſe words occur, are the inſtructions 
which Chriſt gives his Apoſtles upon ſend- 
ing them forth into the world on the Grand 
Errand to which they were appointed. He 
forewarns them of the difficulties they muſt 
encounter, and the evils they had to ſtruggle 
with in their promulgation of the Goſpel; 
that when thoſe evils did overtake them, 
they might from their fore- knowledge and 
expectation of them, bear them with the 
greater conſtancy and firmer reſolution. 
„Think not, ſays he, that I am come to 
« ſend peace on earth, &c. That is: Do 
not perſuade yourſelves that you may avoid 
a moſt ſevere trial of your conſtancy ; do not 
expect that the world will entertain a reli- 
gion ſo deſtructive of luxury, eaſe, and plea- 
ſure, and ſo oppoſite to men's natural luſts 
and appetites, as is this I come to ſettle, 
with an implicit reſignation to it; in the love 
and peaceableneſs of it. By no means : but 
on the contrary, to ſee you ſacrifice your 

| own 
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| own eaſe and domeſtic happineſs to the pub. 
lic cauſe of virtue and religion ; to ſee you 
engage yourſelves in unneceſſary troubles 
and afflictions, when you might have en- 
joyed peace and ſatisfaction at home, will 
exaſperate your friends and relations more 
particularly againſt you, and your bittereſt 
enemies ſhall. be they of your own houſe- 
hold. This I humbly conceive to be the 
true meaning of the paſſage; which re- 
ſpected the Apoſtles and firſt converts with 


their connections, and bore no reference to 
future ages. | 


3 Fat ſuppoſed imperfections in all re- 
ligions, the Chriſtian not excepted, it is en- 
tertaining to obſerve how dexterouſly you preſs 
into your ſervice another argument in proof 
of the general imperfection of human nature. 
But the truth of thoſe ſuppoſed imperfections, 
as far as we have proceeded, appearing 
weak and groundleſs, this argument of 
courſe falls to the ground. Exulting how- 

ever. 


LETTER VI top 


ever in the diſcovery of imperfections, which 
| exiſt not but in your own imagination, how 
triumphant your exclamation ! * From what 
inſerntable ſource do all theſe imperfetions derive 
their exiſtener? Some ſource aſtoniſhing in- 
deed, and remote from ordinary underſtand- 
ings, yet not altogether inſcrutable. Since it 
it ſeems that Omnipotence has to you com- 
mitted the keys of knowledge: has graci- 
oully vouchſafed to unravel to you all his | 
myſterious plan of diſpenſing to us : has to | 
you accounted, why he has attributed to 
mankind juſt reaſon enough to make them 
miſerable, and juſt enough religion to enable 
them to worſhip him in the darkneſs of ig- 
norance and error. How eaſy do the moſt 
abſtruſe matters appear to us, when once 
explained; and how ſtrange it ſeems, that 
no one before you ſhould have hit upon 
this lucky conceit ! * That + man is na- 


* Origin of Evil, p. 160. + Ibid. p. 162. 
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4 turally imperfect, and therefore incapable 


46 of . a perfect religion.“ 


It is neceſſary again and again to re- 
mind you, that perfection is a term merely 
relative; and therefore it may juſtly be 


aſked, what degree of perfection is here in- 


tended. As to abſolute perfection, we do 
not arrogate it; neither do we aſcribe it to 
beings of a much ſuperior nature: it is an 
attribute that can only be appropriated to 
the Deity himſelf. All that we contend for 
is, what every other ſpecies of created Beings 
is allowed to have, perfection in our nature: 
which I underſtand the old ſchool axiom, 
Omne ens eft perfectum, to ſignify. 


Man is incapable of receiving a religion 
calculated for ſuperior Beings; but why 
ſhould we ſuppoſe the all-wiſe Creator pro- 
poſed for his obſervance a religion, which it 
was not in his power to o obſerve ? 2 * Was a 


* Origin of Evil, p. 211. : 
legiſlator 


=» 
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legiſlator, to uſe your own alluſion, to com- 
poſe laws for a nurſery; they muſt be childiſh 
laws, I grant: but you muſt likewiſe grant, 
that thoſe laws would be ſo well adapted to 
the age and underſtanding of thoſe children, 
for whoſe obſervance they were intended 
that neither the comprehenſion of them would 
be beyond the reach of their capacity, nor 
the obſervance of them beyond their ability. 
The wiſdom of the legiſlator is concerned ſo 
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No matter: having with all the pomp of 


ipſedixitiſm aſſerted, a much eaſier method 


than that of proving, that “e Man, being 
« naturally imperfect, was neceſſarily inca- 
e pable of receiving a perfect religion, your 


next ſtep is, to account for ſo extraordinary a 


fact. And in explication of this impractica- 
bility of imparting to mankind a perfect reli- 
gion, you obſerve there are but two methods 
by which this can be effected; either by the 
deductions which God empowers them to 
make 
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make by the force of natural reaſon, or by 
the extraordinary interpoſition of divine re- 
velation. The firſt, after ſome pertinent re- 
flections upon the nature of it, and thoſe 
difficulties that muſt neceſſarily attend it, 
and deductions from its known effect unaſ- 
| fGfted by re velation, you conclude to be in- 
effectual. And in order to prove the other 
method equally fo, recourſe is had to the 
above-mentioned hypotheſis, the imperfec- 
tion of man, and in conſequence of that, his 
e e of 1 a perfect Na 


7 3 1 


| 5 
At TTY be confeſſed ahac' nige 
cannot impart knowledge to creatures, of 
which he has made them naturally incapable, 
. the ſame time changing their na- 
He cannot 3nftrudt a mole in aſtro- 

nomy, or or an oyſter in muſic; without im- 
parting to them faculties neceſſary for the 
acquiſition of thoſe ſciences : and then that 
is no longer a mole, nor this an oyſter. But 
* the nature of theſe creatures he im-. 
* 
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perfect, yet, as vas before obſerved, who 
doubts that they are perfect in their nature? 
Or, to explain myſelf more clearly, every 
faculty that they poſſeſs is in the higheſt de- 
gree adapted to the nature of each ſpecies, 
and the uſes _ ave occaſion. to make 
of them 8 


Man, though the loweſt in the chain 
of intellectual beings, is yet endowed with a 
faculty above the brute creation, which we 
call reaſon; And it is abſurd" to ſuppoſe, 
that this faculty, rightly and properly exer-- 
ted, is not ſo far adequate and perfect, as 
to anſwer all the purpoſes it was intended 
for, or we have occaſion to make of it. By 
it we are enabled to diſcern that there is 4 
God; which is the foundation of all religion. 
And indeed, that he has ordained ſuch du- 
ties, as religion requires of us, you ſeem not 
to * in that 1970 n 0 50 


3 B Origin of Evil, Pp. 180 
Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian religion to have ſomething ſupernatural 
in it. How ſevere then is the lot of man- 
kind, who are endowed with a faculty, which 
| enables, them to diſcover that there are cer. 
tain duties to be performed to God and their 
fellow- creatures, as neceſſary to their happi- 
neſs: yet this unenviable faculty, which, 
notwithſtanding it has pleaſed God explicitly 
to reyeal himſelf to us upon thoſe points, i 
incapable of diſcerning what theſe duties are. 
For in the name of goodneſs what end does 
the mere knowledge that there is a religion 
ſerve; 3.if our faculties are abſolutely. i incapa- 
ble of knowing what that religion i is; and 
wherein it conſiſts ?. F or my own, part, I 
have more extenſive ideas of the divine 
goodneſs, and the FAPACHEY, t e hu- 
man mind. | 1 
249 g i 
But that a matter of ſuch i importance may 
not depend, upon my, ideas, or even, more 
enlarged, more improved as they may be, on 
your own; let us reſt the truth upon fact, 
and 
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and not ſurmiſe: let us examine, whether 
the religion, which confeſſedly appears to 
have the the faireſt pretenſions to be a per- 
fect religion, be really defective in thoſe 
general points, which you have eſtabliſhed 


as the true criteria of perfection: Univerſa- 
lity, 2 n ls and Fang | V 
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religion, that wants Univerſality, Authenti- 
city, Perſpicuity, and Polity ; I muſt either 
doubt your ſincerity, or confeſs myſelf at a 
loſs to account for the principles you act on. 
Want of Univer/ality is a paltry objection of 
long ſtanding, which the enemies of revela- 
tion have piouſly tranſmitted from one to 
another, as a fort never to be given up. Its 
futility hath been ſufficiently expoſed ; but 
it hath ſtill the air of an objection; and, as 
with thoſe to whom it may appear new, it 
may appear with ſome weight, I ſuppoſe is 
never to be dropped. But it is on account 
of the Authenticity of Chriſtianity that we 
believe it, of its Perſpicuity that we profit 


by 


— 


ſions of zeal for the intereſts of 3 
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by it, and of its correſpondence with ſound = 


Polity that it is adopted, eſtabliſhed, en- 
couraged. And did it really want Authenti- 


city, Perſpicuity, and Polity, it would nei- 


ther merit the belief, nor practice of a wiſe 
man, nor be any ways entitled to the pro- 
tection, much leſs the encouragement of 
the ſtate. | | 


By the want of b Univerſality is underſtood, 
to uſe your own explanation, that when- 
ever and «wherever a religion was firſt revealed, 
there muſt have been times and places, in which 
it was not revealed. To this aſſertion, tho! 
advanced as an unqueſtionable truth, a rea- 
der little diſpoſed to cavil may juſtly object: 
and the proof of it will be found a more dif- 
ficult taſk than you ſeem to be aware of, as 
well as attended with ſuch ſuppoſitions as I 
truſt you would never aſſume. For if the 
world did not exiſt from all eternity, or was 


| * Origin of Evil, P · 212. 
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not univerſally peopled at the time it begun 
to exiſt; in confutation of both which hy. 
potheſes we have the concurrent teſtimony of 


tteaſon, Hiſtory, and tradition: then it muſt 


be acknowledged at leaſt poſſible, hat à re. 
ligion might be firſt revealed; when there wer, 


neither times nor ſocieties, in which it was not 


revealed. Nor is ſuch a thing only barely 
Poſſible ; but I am authoriſed: by hiſtory to 
think, that there was a religion imparted to 
the firſt man +: Reaſon too ſeems to con- 
firm me in this opinion: elſe how ſhall we 
account for thoſe various religions, or rather 
thoſe various modes of religion, which in a 
ſhort time ſo univerſally diffuſed themſelyes 


through all ſocieties on the earth: uiileſs we 


allow them to have been the outlines or ſhi- 
dows of the religion originally imparted to 
mankind, depraved and corrupted from its 
ancietit purity”; the conſequence of its hav- 
ing no other foundation, than the natural 


+ See Butler's | . | 
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impulſe of conſcience, and che inſtability a and 
variableneſs of tradition. Mer n 

If then we 5 ory the nature of that 
original religion, it is not unreaſonable to 
take our account from the moſt ancient hiſ- 
tory extant, which is the Moſaic hiſtory of 
the creation. According to which we find, 
that in the days of the firſt man the Sabbath 
was appointed, Marriage was inſtituted, and 
Prayer and Adoration were made to the 
Deity. Here is plainly the ſubſtance of that 
religion, the Perfecter and Finiſher of which, 
from the beginning of time, was promiſed: 
he, che heel ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent*s bead. 
For the end of Chriſt's coming was not to 
aboliſh the old and fundamental religion, 
but to perfect it: he came not to deſtroy the 
law, but to fulfil it. Hence then the chriſ- 
tian religion appears to be nothing new, no 
novel ſyſtem, no other than the perfection 
of that religion, originally imparted to man- 
kind; while there exiſted neither times nor 
Wy ſocieties 
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ſocieties in which it was not publiſhed. And 
thus will it, without any falſe; gloſſes or 
forced conſtructions, bear the teſt of Univer- 
fality, for which you contend. Nor is it 
unworthy to obſerve: how, by a train of pro- 
vidential diſpenſations, the Divine Being 
continued gradually to clear up that religion 
from its original obſcurity; and encreaſe 
the faint glimmering he had at firſt afforded, 
by ſending at various periods, patriarchs, 
prophets, and holy men of old, to prepare 
the world for a reception of that light which 
the Sun of Brightneſs diffuſed, when the full 
neſs 6 time was come. | 


Doe it you contend for an uniyerſality of 
religion in a more unlimited ſenſe than this; 
if your meaning be, that an univerſal reli- 


gion is that which muſt have been alike re- 


vealed to all men, and at all times: the ar- 
gument, which is taken from the * of 


* See Diſcourls « on Conlience | 
God, 
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God, proceeds upon a falſe foundation and 
deſtroys itſelf by proving tos much. For 
| by the ſame way of -arguing; may we fidt 
arraign the juſtice of the Deity in affording to 


the poor wretches in Hudſon's Bay ſcarce the 


mere neceſſaries of ſubſiſtence, wlilſt on Italy 


and other happy parts of the globe he hath 


dealt out with a liberal hand not only all the 
mu but all the comforts and elegan- 


cies of life? Why has bis Providence Per. 


1 the knowledge of arts and ſci 
illumine Europe in $i diſtinguiſhed a a man · 
ner; whilſt the Africans are in a great mea · 


ſure as ignorant, barbarous, and uncivilized 


as the very ſavages in their deſarts ? And to 
carry the argument ſtill further, Why is one 


man ſuffered to labour under the preſſure 
of miſery, infamy and want; and another 


equally or perhaps more undeſerving of the 
bleſings of providence, permitted to enjoy 


afluence, pleaſute, and eſteem? Theſe things 
are obvious to the ſenſes, and therefore ſpeak 


for theraicdyes: or he, who can deny God 
H 4 die 
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the power to grant advantages to one man 
above another in any one reſpect, would be 
ready to deny him the ſome 1 in _ re- 
wha ES 0 
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The White 4 is, 1 wm we: | look: ſins 
damen we ſhall find that an equal diſtribu- 


tion of the goods; as they are termed, of 


nature or of fortune, is not the method God 
has choſe in diſpenſing to mankind: but he 
has afforded them different natural endow: 
ments, as well as different opportunities of 


improving them. And yet notwithſtanding 


theſe ſeeming inequalities in his various diſ- 
penſations to mankind; he, who is * {it 
_ n be deere gutta I 
In en chere lies in nd e as 
very ſame objection "againſt the religion 
of nature, as againſt revelation; the want 
of univerſality being equally ohjectible to 
the one as the other. All men's capacities 
* not A "Tone! has 'endued” with a 
„ © eber 
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quicker underſtanding and more ready per- 
ception of things than others; capable of 
diſtinguiſhing truth from falſhood more 
clearly; and from thence derive great ad- 
vantages in the exereiſe of thoſe duties they 
ſo diſtinctly diſcern; over men of flower parts 
and inferior abilities. The argument there- 
fore can really prove no more than this; 
that there will be a time, when all thoſe 
ſeeming partialities will be accounted for, 
and the” 8 f Sod fully jultifies'" * to 
man uy 902 Ns 


The eethicktetryc of the 1 has, by 
able and learned men, been ſo fully and clearly 
proved, that I ſhall not preſume to enter 
farther into this argument, than is abſolutely 


ei to remove the objections” you have | 


448 A 


* Ses Diſcourſe/an: cab rv. a e 


t If the Enquirer would ſee this point more fully 
treated, than the brevity propoſed in theſe Letters ad- 
mits ; I refer him to Dr. Law's * Conſiderations on 


„ the Theory of Religion.” : 
arte 
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ſtarted againkt it. The main ſtreſa of which 


ſeems to reſt upon this aſſertion; t that 
« granting a man to be inſpired, yet it 
60 ſeems utterly impracticable, that he ſhould 
ever produce indubitable credentials of a 
e divine commiſſion to others, who ate un- 
<« inſpired *. That ve may not diſpute 
about words, it will not be amiſs to come * 
an nenen, of rms. li 9157 
Sd Ilie eoiilgingq gain 


* inſpiration then 1 ſuppoſe 1 am to _ 


derſtand a divine conveyance of certain ſuper- 


natural truths to the mind F. Now the end 
of all inſpiration, and ſome end it muſt have, 
is to enforce the belief of thoſe truths, with 
the promulgation of which the inſpired per-: 
ſon is charged. If therefore this divine com: 
miſſion be by nature incapable of being made 
appear to all thoſe for whoſe good and hap- 


pineſs it was deſigned” and promulgated ; 
this gift of Inſpiration. mer daf Torpuß 5 


5278911 


[* 1 


* Origin of Byil p. 913. 


See Diſcourſe on Inſpirationn w_ 
uh the 


— 
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the conferring of it upon any perſon is un- 

| neceſſary ; and therein God conſequently acts 
in vain: which is an aſſertion ſo wild and 
extravagant, as every aft of reaſon, and 
every tenet in philoſophy diſclaim. 


The queſtion then is, How are we to 
know when any man is inſpired ? When I 
{ce a perſon perform things which are infi- 
nitely beyond the ordinary operations of na- 
ture: when I ſee ſickneſs and diſeaſe flee be- 
fore him ; whoſe touch reſtores ſight to the 
blind ; who by his word commands the lame 
to walk, and even revives the dead; ſuch 
a perſon I muſt conclude to be ſome way 
ſuper - naturally . empowered, Demons in- 
deed, for aught I can. aflert againſt their 
power, may. poſſibly have permiſſion and 
authority to enable men to perform theſe 
or the like works. But when I ſee theſe 
works wrought in confirmation of, and 
to ſupport a more compleat ſyſtem, of vir- 
tue and morality, than the greateſt philo- 

ei ſophers 
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ſophers and wiſeſt legiſlators were ever able 
to compoſe : a ſyſtem, which, whilſt it forms 
the manners, irradiates the mind with {6 
clear truths, that the greateſt lights of hu- 
man reaſon were comparatively but ſo many 
faint and glimmering lamps, which ſerved 
rather to amuſe the mind, than to inform it; 


to baniſh the gloom and horrors -of diſſolu- 


tion, rather than to preſent us with a clear 
proſpect of immortality: When this is the 
caſe, I will not heſitate to pronounce that 
perſon divinely inſpired : and as fuch, of 
right to command my aſſent to the truth of 
* doctrines he nen to teach. 


71 muſt here take the liberty to remind you 


of a note, I find in your laſt edition, which, 
when you ſee the conſequence. of the conceſ. 
ſion there made, you will probably think 
proper to retract. A ſincere belief in the 


divine authority of Chriſt's miſſion,” 700 


45 


- Origin of Evil, p · 118. 


allow, 


| alloy 


all h 


LETTER! my 


allow, was indiſpenſibly required by him in 
all his diſciples. Be ſo good then as to tell 
us, how this faith was to be propagated; 
how men were to receive full conviction of 
the divine authority of Chriſt's miſſion? 
For you aſſert in the paſſage before us, that 
tho' a man may poſſibly know when he him- 
ſelf is inſpired ; yet that he ſhould ever pro- 
duce indubitable credentials of a divine com- 
miſſion to others, who are uninſpired, ſeems 


utterly impracticable. The argu ment metho- . 
dized will run thus: Chriſt required of his 


diſciples, a ſincere belief in the divine autho- 
rity of his miſſion; but no mari can pro- 


duce indubitable credentials of a divine com- 


miſſion; therefore Chriſt required a ſincere 


belief in that, of which it was not in his 
power to afford them conviction. Poſſeſt 


of a faith ſo ready; as not to require ſuf- 


ficient grounds of belief, you may be a 
Mahometan, a Pagan, or what you pleaſe, 
with the ſame praiſes with which you ſo 
earneſtly boaſt yourſelf a Chriſtian, Surely 


you 
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rs LETTER VII.. 
you will not anſwer me fo abſurdly, as by 


ſaying, that by indubitable credentials you 


meaned mathematical demonſtration. 


The other part of your argument alludes 
to the diſtance of time ſince the tranſaction 
of thoſe facts under conſideration. But this 


argument, -was it to be admitted as ſuch, 
would prove equally ſtrong and concluſive 
againſt our aſſenting to any of the beſt at- 
teſted and moſt univerſally acknowledged 
facts that are reported in hiſtory. It is true, 


| hiſtory is not capable of mathematical de- 


monſtration. It cannot be ſo demonſtra- 
tively proved, that Julius Cæſar was ſtabbed 
in the Senate-houſe, or Richard the IIId. 
lain in Boſworth field, as that the three an- 


gles of every triangle are equal to two right 


ones: yet I believe the aſcertainment of thoſe 
facts, as firmly as I do the demonſtration of 
this. And wherever the teſtimony of all 
hiſtorians, who have recorded any fact, is 


general and concurrent: the circutnſtances 


of 


LETTER VI. 127 
of facts thus repreſented, I think, I may, 
without the j imputation of credulity, reſt | 
ſuaded of; and cannot without incurring the 


cenſure of obſtinate and en e 
eiſm, 0 


* 
_— & N 
0 o ? 


But aka beſides the concurrent teſti- 
mony of all who have treated on any point, 
it happens that ſuch their accounts were pub- 
liſhed, whilſt the eye · witneſſes of thoſe facts 
were moſtly living; and amongſt perſons, 
who, had they been falſe, were both inte- 
reſted and diſpoſed to prove the falſity of 
them, obtained ſuch univerſal credit, that 
no cotemporary writer has denied, or even 
queſtioned the truth of them; they have then 
all the marks of truth, of which hiſtory is 
capable; and what was true ſeventeen hun- 
dred years. — mult be W fo now. 


That 4088 6 are > bale to by 1 
by prejudice and: ſelf-intereft I readily allow, 
allow too, if you pleaſe, that matters of reli - 

gion 
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gion are more expoſed to fach mi repreſenta: | 


But I believe prejudice and ſelf-intereſt have 
leſs aſcendency over the minds of thoſe why 
have appeared in defence of Chriſtianity, 
than of thoſe who have declared themſelves 
againſt it. Let the religion be true or falle, 
unleſs the advocate for it be thoroughly per- 
ſuaded of the truth of it, why ſhould he la- 
bour to involve poſterity in error. He ma- 
nifeſtly declares, that he does not believe on 
the bare authority of thoſe who believed be- 
fore him; in that he puts the truth of his 
faith to the teſt of reaſon and argument. ou 
The dignified prieſt enjoys the benefit and: MW ſou 
dignity which reſult from his profeſſion, if WM ac 
that religion be falſe; and what can he do Ia 
more, be it ever ſo true? How therefore is cor 
his temporal intereſt concerned in the truth © 
of it; or what ſelfiſh prejudices has ſuch a nor 
man to engage with? But on the contrary, ¶ you 


a religion which hangs like a clog upon bad ma 


men's conſciences, which reſtrains their plea- ¶ reti 
ſures, 
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ſures, and thwarts their appetites and incli- 
nations, will naturally poſſeſs them vith 

ſtrong prejudices againſt it. Accordingly 
we find, that thoſe of the moſt profligate and 


libertine lives are generally its greateſt ad- 
verſaries. Their lives make them wiſh it to 


be falſe : and it is an eaſy malten. from 
r to en gebe you 


tr monde Garnes likewiſe, you ob- 
ſerve, muſt want perſpicuity : and not only 
the ſpeculative points of a divinely inftituted 
religion, but alſo thoſe of nature are beyond 
our comprehenſion. I cannot tell how the 
ſoul acts upon the body; but that it does ſo 
act, is a matter therefore not leſs true. So 
am told, that the dead ſhall be raiſed in- 
corruptible, and I believe it: how they are 
w be thus raiſed, is not explained to me; 
nor am I ſollicitous to know. And when 
you will condeſcend to demonſtrate in what 
manner ſpirit acts upon matter; I will, in 
return for that ſecret, engage to illuſtrate any- 
I the 
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the moſt abſtruſe and ſpeculative doctrines in 
the Chriſtian Religion. There eannot lie 
any real objection againſt it, becauſe ſome of 
its ſpeculative doctrines are exalted above hu · 
man reaſon; ſo long as there is nothing con- 
tradictory, nothing repugnant to reaſon in 
the whole ſcheme of Chriſtianity. So _ | 
as its practical duties are clear and abviou 
to the meaneſt capacities; matters of ſpecu- 
lation it may include, which are beyond the 
reach of the moſt refined reaſoners clearly to 
explain: probably intended as an induce- 
ment to men of learning and abilities, to em. 
ploy their talents on a ſubject of ſo great and 
general concern. Man is by nature cuvions 
and afpiring ; fond of what is abſtruſe, and 
apt to deſpiſe things that are -. ine _ 
_— becauſe . are fo: Par” 10 


s : 
7 * 1 
$22 "= l 


nau. 15 mee, 22 & ſatis cot 


Odjects the more remote they he from 
. of human 9 the more 
ſtrongly 
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| ſtrongly engage our attention, and excite 
our ambitious reſearches. Suppoſing Chris- 
tianity comprized nothing but a ſet of plain 
practical precepts; might not that be F 
reaſon for cur faſtidious nature to _reje& the 
divinity of ir? And if ſo, does not that very 
argumertt, which the Freethinker alledges 
2gainft the divinity of the Chriſtian Religion, 
tend ſtrongly to enforce the truth of it? 
Surely T am not to refufe my aſſent to all 

ſpeculative points, whick the ſcanty line ß 
human reafon cannot reach; when it is re- 
quired of me by the preceprs of a religion, 
the diviniey of Which that ſame reaſon 
evinces by m other clear and inconteſt- 
able proofs. | 


Human reaſon can never enable me. to 
comprehend all. myfteries ; yet may it di- 
ret me, when there is ſufficient grounds 
for my belief of them. In ſhort, what is 
above my reaſon, it requires no great degree 
of credulity to believe on the authority of a 

M2 divine 
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divine revelation: and to no point, that con- 


| 00. 
tradicts my reaſon, does cd "require ® 
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from falling under any charge of obſcurity, x 
are ſo clear and obvieus, that he who runs t 


may read and comprehend: them. And no- 
thing but a ſtrong affectation of ſingularity 
could have betrayed you into an aſſertion, to 
uſe your own words, ſo very extraordinary, as 
< that even its practical and moral precepts 
* muſt be likewiſe obſcure *.” And then 
without offering the ſhadow of an argument 
In ſupport of ſo falſe and arbitrary an aſſer- 
tion, you gravely ſet yourſelf to. account for 
5 the neceſſity of it. And this you endeavou 
== | upon the ſtrength of an hypotheſis elſewhere 
4 laid down, viz. That Omnipotence could 
« not prevent moral evil from coming 
0 into the world.“ Suppoſing * 
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could not have prevented Evil from coming 
into the world; you will however allow me, 
that he could have prevented ſome of the Evil 


that is introduced from .coming into the 


world; for there are many Evils both natu · 
ral and moral, that cannot be called eſſen- 
tial to our nature : Upon your plan then be 
ſo kind as to anſwer me why Omnipotence 
did not. Or draw your line, and tell me 
how much Evil Omnipotence could have 


prevented, and how much he could not. 


Could not Omnipotence for inſtance have pre- 
vented the introduftion of many diſeaſes, 
which till of late years never made their ap- 
pearance in the world: Could not the ſame 
infinite Power have prevented the introduc- 
tion of many unnatural crimes : neither the 
one, nor the other, appearing at all eſſen» 
tial to human nature? Upon your plan * 
how is the introduction of Evils, which 
Omnipotence could have prevented, ac- 


Origin of Evil, p. 89. 
I 3 counted 
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counted for? Why truly, by a ſingular per 
ſuaſion of your own, that there is ſomething 
conducive to pleaſure in the abſtract nature 
of pain: a connection or dependance altoge- 
ther inexplicable, nay, as you Try 2 
AE: mmeonceroeable *. 1 [1 | 
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In ods to aſſert that Ocanipprenchihalli 
do a thing, which implies no contradiction 
is a language, to which J am not accuſtom- 
ed, and know not how to conform. If, to 
aſſert chat Omnipotence could not prevent 
moral Evil from coming into the world, be 
not ſetting bounds to Omnipotence, I know 
not what is. Omnipotence indeed cannot 
work contradiftions : It cannot make 2 line 
at the ſame time a ſtreight line and a curve; 
nor two things, at the ſame time, equal and 
unequal ; it cannot at the ſame time exclude 
moral Evil from the world, and ſuffer it to 
be introduced. Yet this inability ariſes not 
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from any limitted power in God, but from 
the neceſſity of things. He can make a 
curved line ſtreight, and again, a ſtreight 
line he can make a curve; by deſtroying the 
equality he can make two equal things une- 
qual; and he could as eafily have excluded 
moral evil from the world, as permitted it 
to be introduced. And the reaſon why it 
was ſuffered to be introduced, can never be, 
that it could not, but that it was Better not to 
have been . 


W en the Ks * n by- 
potheſis, if your argument be reduced into 
form, we ſhall find it ſtand thus: God, 
* who could not prevent moral evil from 
« coming into the world, can much leſs be 
e ſuppoſed able to extirpate it, when once 
“introduced; therefore all precepts of mo- 
« ral virtue that he can communicate to 
man muſt be obſcure: or rather, in my 
humble opinion, therefore all ſuch precepts 
mult be imperfe& : or indeed, if any conclu- 

I 4 | fon 
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ſion can be properly drawn from theſe pre- 
miſes, it muſt be this, ; that therefore all 
«© precepts. of virtue are abſolutely vain.“ 


From hence may be. obſerved, how in. 


concluſive: are the reaſonings of . ingenious 
men; when out of an affected . ſingularity 
they give too great ſcope to the flight of 
their own vague fancies, .and would appear 
to think more deeply than all the world that 
went: before them: who, by endeavouring 
to ſoar too high in ſearch of light, are 
moſt apt to loſe weeks we che 
clouds of error. 


The laſt general objection is, its want of 
policy; by which, as you inform us, is 
meant *, that it does not preſcribe rules for 
the government of ſtates and empires; a 
point in which I have the ſatisfaction to find 
myſelf entirely of your opinion; neither does 
it eſtabliſh roms, or afford us any en 


bs Origin of Evil, p. 221. 


for 


i 
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for the conducting of fleets and armies. Ne 
man in his ſenſes ever ſuppoſed Chriſtian 
to comprehend all arts and ſciences. Reli- | 
gion is one thing; policy is another. This 
preſcribes regulations for the government of 
ſtates and communities; and that profeſſes 
to direct us in our _ to ne en 
and one Fa f 


In nn "IO is en to eld 
riſm, as religion is to vice. All. there- 
fore that can be required of religion in 


this view is, that it claſh not with civil po- 


lity : and no defect can with any propriety 
be imputed to it, becauſe it includes no rules 
of government; ſo long as its precepts go 
hand in hand with ſuch principles of policy, 
as if ſtrictiy adhered to cannot fail to render 
a people flouriſhing and great. And that 
ſuch is the nature of the religion under con- 
ſideration, is one of thoſe plain truths that 
need no proof. A religion, the precepts of 


which tend to make us affectionate parents, 


dutiful 
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datiful children, faithful friends, n 
thy citizens, muſt promote virtue; and vir- 
tue, in ſpite of all refinements on Machiavel- 


ian policy, will make us brave. It has 


been prettily obſerved, that the Greeks and 
Romans expreſſed virtue and bravery indiffe · 


rently by the fame word: thereby implying 


the neceſſary and inſeparable connection be. 
tween them. And indeed we ſhall always 
ind virtue and true courage in the ſame 
breaſt ;| they are congenial, and will ever be 
* e e in 


1 * 5 * 22882 2 — + 44 
Ot ; s Try 


xi it 8 indeed tie that 3 Per: 
ſidy, Corruption, and a general encourage · 
ment of Profligacy and Vice, be the princi - 
ples of government beſt calculated to pro- 


— 


mote: the greatneſs and ꝓroſperity of a na- 


wy the en of Chriſtiavity -are mol 
* . — — Ci quid fentit, ts — "x 
Scipiadæ ? Druid Fabricius, maneſque Camill 2 © 
. | Quid Cremere legio, & cannis conſumpta 38 
1 Tat bellorum anime * aero Joy, Sat. I. 


incompatible 
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incompatible with the rules and principles of 
nd policy. But on the contrary, if upon 


a ſtrict and impartial enquiry it ſhould ap- 
Pear, that in vhatever ſtate the duties of 


morality were . molt ſtrictly. obſerved; and 


tbeſe oppolite principles were leaſt prevail- 
ing; proportionably bappier ware the peo- 


ple, more formidable and inulependent the 


Rome be by their own hiſtorians aſcribed to 
the malignant influence of ſuch principles as 


thoſe : as well the introduction of {ach Prin- 
ciples, as the encouragement of them when 
introduced, muſt be impolitic. For it is an 


_ axiom as true in politics as in philoſophy, 


* that a, ſimilarity. of cauſes ow A 67] 
5 n Woo" Ding? beds 1 - 


5 this » view — ng prot it appears, 
that corruption, venality, and à total diſſi- 
pation of manners, are not more contrary to 
the precepts of our religion, than the rules 
of ſound policy : conſequently that religion, 

which 
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which in every article fundamentally combat 
thoſe vices, and diſcourages them, muſt con. 
duce to the good of the ſtate. And there. 
fore, though it does not immediately pre- 


* . le 


ſeribe rules of government; yet as it co- 
operates with, and enforces principles of the 
beſt and ſureſt policy, it may be deemed 
ſtrictly political; and even on prudentii 
and e! motives, are to tha en- 


* 
4 


Trepte © of berewest £ founded on an 
encouragement of \ vice, however warmly re- 
commended, however occaſionally uſeful to 
a weak or profligate miniſtry, muſt always 
be prejudicial to the ſtate. Such arts are at 
beſt but a bad varniſh to hide real defects, 
which, like the rouge on a faded face, by a 
preſent addition of falfe and adventitious 
charms deludes the eye of the ſuperficial ad- 
mirer, yet in reality poiſons the beauties it is 
intended to enhance, and . v. the 
conſtitution, e N 


The 


2 ell 
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The judicious author of che Preſent State of 


Europe lays down this maxim: to uſe his 
own words; * As a point of very great 
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conſequence in politics, Fhat religious 


principles are much more capable of ſuſ- 
taining and ſupporting a firm and deter- 


mined courage, than either politieal no- 


tions or views of intereſt. Which ſhould 
induee ſtateſmen to be very cautious of 
running down religion in general; that 


can never have any better effect, than cor- 


rupting and daſtardizing ſuch as are delu- 
ded into thoſe looſe ſentiments: for this 
is an infallible maxim, That he who does 


not think» himſelf. accountable. to God, 


will neyer do any ching worthy of a an.” 


% 


| Now upom oppoſition it a an being 


defective in the four points above-mentioned, 
which you have eſtabliſhed as the teſt of per- 
fection; your concluſion is reaſonable : that 


it muſt ſoon be corrupted. But I truſt there 


is a religion, to which thoſe marks of imper- 


fection 


— 3 (I GT. get 5 at a : — Ne ee 
K 3 e _— * 
RX li n II FINER PA N eee * 
* FIR 8 * * 88 : [ N 5A & bh. ed os af 
N " 1 * 
— 


TEE Koh 
Ley 
FL 


PST FURY . 
A, » 4H TL X. 
— 


— Wer, 
3 "4 ey 
N Jay 
N 
ES; 


— _ 396-6. f 
Fas <Wv os 4 0 
4 WE eg JI WG; 1 
* * 2 - 44 4. * 
I NET ATE 


Fo og ets an. ah " - y 
r N , 

i — „„ 

n r 


7 r * 
Oc iy ia ne. ach. 2 Nena 6 4 9 
J — — en on 
a .. T... ͤ 
S ate. Dee is 5 r 


nnen 
IR = oe os 


Yee 2 "3 5 a * EC alu 2 
r 1 
3 e * wy — 5 — 7 * 9 — WS 
N 1 3 "ax \ ay = e l 
o FE = = 


1 


ne 
D M4 
s a> tes = ery 
** „ „ 3 _ 


— = 
> Ee 4 — 
n 

CCCP 


"x 
St 
"mt * 
ma 
+4 Wo 
-=M 
E 
45 
2 
9 1 
1 8 
15 Þ 
5 +» "Is 
5; 
1 
:-M 
be 
7 þ 
4 
1 f; 
2 
TIF 
8 
{Þ oo 
57 Ta d] 
5s 
4 
4 
1 


7 
1 
r 
1 
4 
A 
> 
* 
os 
a 
* 7 
2 
J 
* 
4 
. 
5 - 
iS 
1 
18755 
i 
A 
2 
0 
0 


=. was. A 
= 2 
Cn 


by. . 

. SSIS 
RING ß 

— = Or EE = 


4 

Oo 

3 

* 

"s 

17 

i 

3 «2.08 

4» %44 

13 

0 
% 


BY 4) are 0 oe AE , Kain b = 
11 3 i — S . „ ain. gt . 2 - 
DEN TT 


a LETTER. VIII. 


fectiom are unfairly attribeted; 1 firmly be: 

heve the reformed religion of this land to be 
chat religion; which was promulgated by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; and that vthis voli- 
gion wilt appear to a candid and judici 
mind able to bear che ficicteſt exarnimation ; 
win acquire hew luſtre from the nictſt ſcru- 
tiny, and by freſſr evidences of is truth, 


ä awo gala 


ell would Hover have ſet himſelf zo account 
for the neceſſary corruption of à religion 
upon Prineiples, which, if any principles 
can; are mot indiſputably beſt calculated to 
preſerve it pure. When a religion, ſay 
. you, is beheved to be divine, it will be 


_ & received; when received, ſupported 5-and 


* to ſupport ix, an order of men muſt 
de mafnrained to _ Are 


Origin. of Evil, 5 ˙ Nat 


t and 


come forth} with greater warned, _— 


* 


We. 9 May» _r»; we a Oro Fa mA hw 


LETTER VIE 
| « and enforce the practice of them: whiel 

« amounts to a national :eftabliſhment.”” 
Why really theſe means do appear to the 


groſſneſs of commo non ſenſe moſt effectual for 


preſerving the purity of a religion. A reli- 
gion put upon this footing will be leſs liable 
either to be miſtaken by ignorarice, or wil- 
fully perverted ; than when truſted to every 
man's particular humour or fancy; and per- 


haps the partiality of ſome darling vice. As 


a veſſel, that has a pilot to direct its courſe 
is more likely to proceed aright, chan one 
that is committed to the wildneſs and ca- 
price of every wind that blow. In this 
manner thought the wiſeſt legiſſators in all 
ages; and to preſerve the purity of that re- 
ligion they eſteemed beſt, they made it na- 
tional. But common ſenſe is fit only for 
common folks; and the wiſeſt legiſlators: 
are mere dolts in reaſoning,” when ſet in 
competition with modern ſreethinkers. For 
it ſeems, as ſoon as 2 religion is thus effa- 


bliſhed, it immediately becomes fo inti- 


mately 
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mately connected with the private intereſts 
of thoſe who are maintained to propagate its 
doctrines, and guard its purity ; that they 
il therefore —— be —_ more likely to cor. 
* it. nos! PR "30-1 __ 54 n 


1 * 
— : 2 4 ri 8 


Excellent rt Nd: 3 it be⸗ 


© Comes | eſtabliſhed, when the prieſts are paid 


to the number of believers they 


aak N bad men may then be tempted 


to make their religion ſubſervient to their 
worldly concerns; may ſay and unſay; and 
compaſs ſea and, land to gain one proſelyte 
But from the minute that religion becomes 


nationally eſtabliſned, theſe ſelfiſh, motives 


for; perverting it are at an end. He, whoſe 
office it is to preſerve it pure, and who enjoys 
the. advantages reſulting from ſuch an em- 
ploy; labours againſt his own intereſt i in at- 
tempting to corrupt it. Since as long as 


it continues in it's original purity, ſo long 


may he reaſonably hope to remain poſſeſſed 


ſion. 


J 
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fon. He muſt therefore be knave and 


fool, who either himſelf endeavours to cor- 
rupt it, or does not, as far as in him lies, 
prevent the ſiniſter views of thoſe who 
would. For when once corrupted, it may 
with the more eaſe and ſucceſs: be at- 
tacked ; and the more open it lies to at- 
tacks, in the more danger is it of being 
demoliſned: and with a new Form of Re- 
ligion, a new Order of Prieſts muſt of 
courſe ſucceed. ; 


Thus, Sir, have J followed you ſtep by 


ſtep, as far as the ſhadow of an argument 


is advanced. All beyond is declamation: 
Which if levelled, as is ſeemingly profeſſ- 


ed, againſt the church of Rome: let us take 


the ſcriptures for our guide, and we ſhall 
find that the doctrines of that church are not 
only not authorized by, but are incompati- 
ble with, the Goſpel; and that therefore 
the doctrines, which it profeſſes, are not 

Ji the 
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the doctrines of Chriſtianity, but of an ur 


wieldy polity, which borrowed the pretext 
of religion for its ſupport. For as the moſt 
perfect things may be corrupted by power 
and pride; ſo alſo was Chriſtianity itſelf. 
But there is in truth ſomething ſo irre- 


ſiſtible, as will in the end force its way 


through all the errors, that knavery and 


So the pure limpid 8 ohen foul with ſtains | 
Of ruſhing torrents, and deſcending rains, 


Works itſelf cler. — 


ADDISON. 


And indeed the reformation of our re- 
ligion carries with it, like its original pro- 
pagation, the moſt evident ſtamp of divi- 
nity. To go about to prove either the one 
or the other, is beyond the purpoſe of this 
letter: which I cannot better conclude, than 
in the words of a learned and reſpectable 

Writer, 


LETTER Wk . 


| writer, who on the caſe in point thus ex- 
preſsly declares himſelf *. © The acciden- 


« tal occaſion whereupon, the lender means 
hereby, the low and abje& condition 
of the perſon by whom ſo good a work 
% was ſet on foot, which in our adver- 
« faries begets contempt, fills me with won- 
« der, and is the very ſame objection the 
e inſolent Pagans firſt caſt at Chriſt and his 
« Diſciples.” “ | 


I have the honour to be, Sir, &c. 


* Sir Thomas Browwne's Relig. Medici. 
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DISCOURSERT. 
|, On Conscienct : A Sermon preached at St. 
Peter's, Oxford. 


II. On INSPIRATION : preached in the Chapel 
of C. C. C. Oxford. 


II. De Sraru Pax AIS Aco. Concio in Ec- 
cleſia Beatz Mariz apud Oxonienſes 
Ha bita. . 
IV. The Requiſition of Subſcription to the Thir- 
ty- nine Articles and Liturgy of the 
Church of England not inconſiſtent with 
Chriſtian Liberty. Preached at St, Ma- 
ry's Oxford. 
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DISCOURSE. I. 
On CONSCIENCE. 


471 


ROMANS II. 14. and 15. 
When the Gentiles, which have not the law, do 
by nature the things contained in the law, 
theſe having not the Iaw are a law unto them- 
ſelves: which ſhew the work of the law writ- 
ten in their hearts, their conſcience alſo bearing 
witneſs, and their thoughts the mean while ace 
eufing or elſe excuſing one e another. | 


O fuch JOY a did the 
more rigid among the Jews, carry 
their contempt of the nations of the world; 
that they denied the Gentiles, who were 
K 4 
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without the law, to have either virtue or 
vice: whatever theſe did, they ſuppoſed 
was done by them not of choice or elec- 
tion, but by nature; and that therefore there 
was no reaſon why they ſhould be rewarded 
for the one, or puniſhed for the other. To 
this overweening notion of the Jews the paſ- 
ſage before us ſeems particularly to allude. 
Though; ſays the apoſtle,” they are deſtitute 
of the light of revelation, yet are they not 
without a rule of conduct; though they 
have no written law, they have a law graven 
on their hearts; by which in general caſes 
they underſtand, and are conſcious to them- 
ſelves what is good and evil, and therefore 
are juſt objects of ſalvation and condemna- 
tion; capable of rewards, if they obſerve 
this law, and liable to puniſhment, if they 
act againſt it. Ven the Gentiles, which have 
not the law, do by nature the things contained 


in the law, theſe having not the law, are a law 


unto themſebves : which ſhew the work of the law 


written in their hearts; their conſcience alſo bear- 


ng 
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ing witneſs, and "their thoughts the mean-while ac- 
cu/ing or excuſing one another. Or perhaps ra- 


ther, their thoughts the mean while reſpectively 


to themſelves accuſing or elſe excuſing them. 
« ReſpeCtively to themſelves,” or © each 
« -one's to himſelf,” ſeems in this place to be 
the proper import of the words wratu ananaur. , 


From theſe words I will take cont to 


enquire into the nature of the principle, by the 
apoſtle here ſtiled Conſcience; which will lead 
me to conſider in the ſecond place, how far it 
is or is not a full and ſufficient rule of action. 


Conſcience, according to the common ac- 
ceptation of the word, is underſtood to ſig- 
nify the judgment of a man's mind upon 
the moral rectitude or iniquity of his ac- 
tions: but the checks or impulſe of Con- 
ſcience frequently precede any ſuch opera- 
tion of reaſon: ſome internal monitor fre- 
quently ſtops us ſhort in the career of evil, 
and it is not till in conſequence of ſuch 

| checks 
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i DISCOURSE I. 
checks, that we begin to look about us, to 
reaſon, and deliberate upon the ' fitneſs of 
what we are going to engage in. Conſcience 
therefore ſhould ſeem to imply ſomething 
more than the uſual explications attribute to 
it; ſomething, that acts in concert with right 
reaſon, but is nevertheleſs independent of it. 
For if the caſe was otherwiſe, if Conſcience 
was nothing elſe than the determination of 
reaſon in judging upon moral obligations; 
the moſt acute and ſubtle reaſoner would al- 
ways be the man of niceft and moft feeling 
Conſcience. Whereas the fact is frequently 
found to be the very reverſe of this: reaſon 
often exerts itſelf with vigour and acuteneſs in 
men of corrupt morals and the moſt depraved 
appetites; where the voice of Conſcience is 
filenced, or at beſt but faintly heard. And 
on the contrary, the conſcience of the rude 
unlettered man will ſometimes ſtart at the 
commiſſion of an evil action, which the man 
of refined reaſon will either overlook, or with 
the ſubtle device of ſome nice diſtinctions 
gloſs 
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gloſs over and palliate. Reaſon is the in- 
veſtigation of truth; Conſcience, as the 
word ſeems etymologically to imply, an in- 
nate knowledge of it. Reaſon acts by ma- 
king compariſons, forming judgment upon 
them, and by a long train of thought: Con- 
ſcience operates inſtantaneouſly; without any 
laborious deductions of reaſon, directs, ap- 
proves, and chides. It is as it were a ray 
of intuitive knowledge, that * image of the 
Deity, after which man was originally cre- 
ated ; a particle of divine light, which by 


the great and general depravation of human 


nature has ſince the firſt fair original been 
much obſcured, but is not even yet intirely 
extinguiſhed. Thoſe general conceptions of 
right and wrong, naturally ingendered in 
the human mind, and implicated with the 


Agreeably to what is here obſerved, the apoſtle 
ſtiles the revival of the old law of nature in the reve- 
lation of Jeſus. Chriſt, the renewal of the image of 
God in man. Col. iii. 10. J have put on the new 
man, which is renewed in knowledge after the {mage of 


Him that created him, 
Franke 
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156 DISCOURSE I. 
frame and conſtitution of it, ſtill influence 
it, though with various and diminiſhed pow- 
ers: they form that principle, which ſtill 
continues to upbraid and rebuke a man with 
an evil action; and to impart the moſt ſenſible 
ſatisfaction on the performance of a good one. 
This principle then we may ſuppoſe was 
at firſt implanted in human nature, - to 


aſſiſt our reaſon in the inveſtigation of 


moral obligations; to bear witneſs to, and 
enforce it. - And the united powers of Rea- 
fon and Conſcience, as they were afforded 
us, whereby to regulate our conduR, and 


to direct us in the diſcharge of our duty, 


It 1s natural to ſuppoſe were abundantly ſuf- 


| ficient to the end, for which our gracious 


Creator intended them. It is juſt to preſume 
they were at the creation, and before the 
fall a ſufficient ſtandard and rule of action, 
had man duly attended to them. It is rea- 
ſonable to conceive without indulging our 
fancy too far, that could any doubt have 

Ct, ” ariſen 
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ariſen in the mind, in regard to moral 
conduct, Reaſon. would have diſtinguiſhed 
ſo readily, clearly and impartially, and the 
verdict of Conſcience been ſo pure and un- 
tainted, ſo forceful and expreſs, that a juſt 
determination would have been as early as 
the propoſal. If a man turn his eyes inward, 
and look impartially into his own breaſt,” he 
will there perceive ſomething putting him-in 
mind of what he ſhould or ſhould not do, 
and afterwards accuſing or elſe excuſing him 
accordingly as he has or has not done it. 
And from what he feels paſſing within him- 
felf at this period, and in this corrupted 
ſtate of our nature, he may in ſome meaſure 
conceive how clearly and forcibly this prin- 
ciple might act in its original vigour; before 
the violent inroads of paſſion, and the ge- 
neral ſpread of vice had reverſed our nature; 
and reduced us from a ſet of beings, created 
little inferior to angels, in many inſtances 
beneath the level of brutes. | 
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This was that principle, or, as the apoſ- 
tle terms it, law, which was originaily af- 
forded Adam, whereby to regulate his con- 
duct; and for tranſgreſſing againſt the dic- 
tates of which, he incurred the fatal puniſh- 
ment of his fin. It was to the virtuous hea- 
then his monitor, his guide, his God. It 
was to every man, if | fairly conſulted, and 
duly attended to, the beſt of caſuiſts, and 
the moſt faithful friend. But in a courſe of 
years vice made fo large ſtrides into the 
world, that this law, though in the minds 
of ſome few it might ſhine with difſtin- 
guiſhed luſtre, with the generality: of men 
became almoſt obliterated. In ſhort, it was 
to be, that offences ſhould come; and at length 
through the power of temptations, Which 


the growing luxury of the world on every 


fide held out, through the prevalency of 
paſſions from within, the force of habit and 
example from without, and the almoſt in- 
ſurmountable aſcendency of inveterate preju- 
dices, the original light of reaſon was ſo 

| much 


„ 8 
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much obſcured ; and with it the voice of 
Conſcience, that was accuſtomed to attend 
its deciſions, either lulled afleep, or bribed 
to plead againſt it; that it became no eaſy 
matter in all caſes to diſcern right from 
wrong, and good from evil: inſomuch that 
men, even well-deſigning men, were often 
betrayed to impoſe both on themſelves 
and others with falſe notions, and correſ- 
pondingly falſe and evil actions ; to ſubſti- 
tute bitter for ſweet, and ſweet for bitter. The 
apoſtle himſelf declares, ſpeaking in the cha- 
racter of a Jew, that he had not known ſin but 
by the law, for he had not known: luſt, except 
the law had ſaid, thou ſhalt not cavet. That 
is, we ſhould not have known fin fo certainly 
and preciſely, in all its minute branches, 
and latent principles, but by 'the law. 
Scarcely ſhould we have known that luſt, or 
Irregular deſire, was a ſin, except the law 
had ſo VEE forbidden it. 
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160 DISCOURSE I. 
Such was the ſtate of mankind, when it 
pleaſed the Almighty to redeem them from 
the great ignorance and error into which they 
had fallen, by a revealed maniteſtation of his 
will. The original light of nature Moſes 
was ſent to revive, explain, and enforce, 
And a ſucceſſive train of divine delegates at 
different periods appeared in the world, gra- 
dually opening, and preparing mankind for 
that great revelation, which Chriſt himſelf 
came down from heaven to compleat; 
who therefore expreſsly affirms, that the 
end of his miſſion was 70 fulfill the law, 
Thus were the clouds of error diſperſed, 
and Reaſon taught again to ſhine with more 
than original luſtre : the law written in man's 
heart attending the reſult of his will and ac- 
tions with a voice of accuſation or excuſe. 


| Strange then that this, handmaid of Te- 
ligion, this aſſiſtant of Reaſon, ſhould be ſo 
frequently ſeduced from the plain dictates 


both of the one and the other. The man 
of 
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of the world, as it is emphatically expreſſed, 
ſears his Conſcience , and then miſtakes its want 
of feeling for-approbation. The bigot, on 


the other hand, maligns and perſecutes all 


who in practice or opinion differ from him, and 


thinks or feigns to think he is therein doing 


God ſervice, Thus from a miſinformed Con- 
ſcience proceeds the vain confidence of the 
ſceptic, and from the ſame corrupted ſource 
the pious rants of enthuſiaſm. 


In enquiring farther how this principle, 
calculated for the beſt and nobleſt purpoſes, 
becomes ſo liable to be perverted, and made 
ſubſervient to the very worſt, I ſhall be led 
to conſider in the ſecond place, how far it is 
or is not a full and ſufficient rule of action. | 

We ſuppoſed this law of the mind, written 
by God himſelf on the tablet of every man's 
heart, to have been originally full and expli- 
cit ; ſufficient to the purpoſe for which it 
was intended. We have alſo ſeen, that after 
the fall, this internal light became greatly 

8 obſcured; 
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obſcured ; and in a courſe of years, human 
nature verging from bad to worſe, was at 
length only not extinguiſhed. Hence ap- 
peared the neceſſity of ſome more certain 
and perfect ſtandard to walk by, and the 
goodneſs of our Creator in reviving the faint 
and glimmering light of nature with an ac- 
ceſſion of light neither faint nor glimmer- 
ing; which reforms the manners, while it 
enlarges the underſtanding; and, while it 
opens the nobleſt proſpect of happineſs here- 
after, conducts us to it through ways of * 
fantneſs, and paths of peace. 


But if in this corrupt ſtate of our na- 
ture, where the paſſions take the lead, men 
will argue, that becauſe no revelation was at 
firſt made, and mankind were ſuffered to con- 
tinue many ages without one, therefore no re- 
velation could ever afterwards be neceſſary ; 
that becauſe Reaſon and Conſcience were all 
the rule of conduct, that was at firſt given, and 
muſt conſequently * ſuppoſed then to have 

been 
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been a ſufficient rule, therefore it muſt eyer 


remain to be ſo; and from ſuch arguments are 


led to form their conduct on certain yague 
principles, which each propoſes for himſelf, 
derived from the biaſs of natural inclination, 


or the prevailing force of example: the in- 


ſufficiency of this rule, and impropriety of 
a conduct formed from it, will beſt appear 
from attending to their natural conſequences. 


Every man has his darling paſſion, which 
uſurps a predominancy, and pleads for gra- 
tification and indulgence more powerfully 
than the reſt. Theſe are apt to dazzle 
our Reaſon, and ſeduce our Conſcience ; 
we miſcall, we palliate, we overlook them, 
The man of pleafure for inſtance calls ſen- 
ſuality the dictates of nature; and obeys 
thoſe dictates, as often as inclination prompts, 


and opportunity offers : and though he would 


ſtart at avarice or ingratitude, his Conſcience 
gives him no uneaſineſs in that point, to 
which his natural complection inclines him. 
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The miſer ſtamps upon avarice the amiable 


name of frugality ; and, while he ſees lux. 
ury and ſenſuality in their blackeſt colours, 
idolizes his mammon, and, though the ene. 
my both of God and man, perceives no- 
thing criminal in the worſt of crimes. In 
theſe therefore and the like caſes right and 
wrong are no longer the ſame, but what is 
virtue with one man 1s with another vice; 


and the apparent fitneſs of things, upon 


which the man of reaſon is apt to lay fo 
much ſtreſs, is continually altering and 
changing, as vague as men's various humours 
and caprice. And not only ſo; but this 
rule of action ſhall to the ſame perſons ap- 
pear different at different times. The leſs 
progreſs men have made in vice, the more 
tender and delicate their conſciences are: 
but when they have made a larger advance- 
ment in it, their Conſciences by being fre- 
quently wounded become more callous, and 
the difference between right and wrong leſs 
ſenſibly affects them. It is the ſame in the 

o moral 
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moral, as in the natural world: moral ho- 
neſty, like objects of ſight, the farther we 
remove from it, is the more faintly and in- 
diſtinctly diſcerned by us. 


If therefore by the aſſiſtance of our paſ- 
ſions and. prejudices, and other external helps 
which the world will afford us, we can ſo 
far blind our Reaſon, as firmly to perſuade 


ourſelves we may advance ſuch and ſuch 


lengths in vice without incurring guilt, and 
innocently indulge ourſelves in thoſe pecu- 
liar vices to which we are moſt inclined, 
provided we keep clear of others to which 
perhaps we have no inclination at all; Rea- 
ſon thus dazzled, and the paſſions trium- 
phant, we ſhall never hear the fainteſt 
whiſpers of Conſcience. Indeed the prin- 
ciple, we might call Conſcience, thus biaſſed 
becomes no Conſcience at all; but rather. 
fancy, humour, or prejudice, taken up from 


education, intereſt, or example; all which 


are apt to be frequently miſtaken for Con- 
wo. K 
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ſeience; and under that fair and ſeemly die. * 
guiſe to betray men of weak judgment, 


ſtrong paſſions, and heated imaginations, into 


the greateſt extravagancies of abſurdity 
and vice. 


To evince the danger of ſuch miſtakes, 
and the neceſſity there is of being well in- 
formed how far our Conſcience may be de- 
pended upon, or not; it is ſufficient to ob- 
ſerve, that whatever notions we may enter. 


tain of virtue and vice, their nature is ne- 


vertheleſs immutable, and God's judgment 


of them the ſame: and therefore we ſhall 


be accountable for the practice of them ay 
they are, not as a perverted Conſcience may 
repreſent them to us. 59: .2n 


What is apt to palm itſelf upon the mind 
for Conſcience, I obferved is oftentimes no 
more than the prepoſſeſſion of ſome, pal- 
ſion, or prejudice. And indeed were we 
nicely to inveſtigate the nature of a falſe 

and 
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erroneous Conſcience, and through all its 
devious turns and windings trace it up to 
its proper fource; we ſhould ever find it 
ultimately flowing from ſome prevailing paſ- 
fon, from intereſt or example. Each of 
theſe, its charms reſpectively adapted to the 
mind it poſſeſſes, pleads with eloquence fo 
palatable and prevailing, that Conſcience is 
vanquiſhed, and this new minion ufurps both 
its place and office : fo that however we may 
decerve ourſelves, it is not in this cafe the 
judgment of Conſcience that acquits or con- 
demns, but ſome vicious propenſity or pre- 
judice, that over-rules that judgment : And 
Conſcience, where it is not entirely filenced, 
thus baffled and ſuperſeded in one quarter, 
changes the attack, and exerts all its power 


againſt the oppoſite vices ; where no paſſion 


or prejudice prevails againſt it. Hence it is 
that we oftentimes obſerve a man laying 
great ſtreſs upon ſome peculiar virtnes, or 
rather perhaps ſome external forms of virtue, 
exclufive of the reſt, and proportionably ve- 
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hement againſt particular vices. And hence 


too we may perhaps in ſome meaſure account 
for that obſervation, neither uncommon, nor 
unjuſt; that thoſe who make the greateſt 
parade of Conſcience, are frequently found 
in reality to have the leaſt of it. A man may 


faſt twice in the week, and give tithes of all that he 


bath; but if he be at the ſame time proud, 
cenſorious, and uncharitable, he may ſpeak 
peace to his Conſcience, and thank God that 


He is not as other men are: but we may collect 


from our Saviour's remark, that he ſpeaks 
peace where there i is no Peace. 


Conſcience is always uniform; it compre- 
hends virtue in all its branches: and though 
it may not be ſufficient at all times to guard 
and ſecure us againſt every attack of vice; 
it will never lay out its powers in ſecuring 
us againſt particular vices, and leave us ex- 
poſed to, and even countenance the reſt. It 
will never ceaſe to diſquiet and moleſt us, 
till we ceaſe to ſin: nor in complaiſance to 

| paſſion 


J1 
1 


ce 
nt 
or 


| diſguiſe. 
knew John to be a juſt man and holy: who heard 


paſſion ever impoſe upon us 1n a fair flattering 
Would Herod, for Inftance, who 


him gladly in ſome things, and paid great re- 
card to his advice and direction, would he have 


judged himſelf obliged to facrifice this good 


counſellor, this juſt, this holy man to a raſh 
unguarded promiſe : unleſs Conſcience had 


impoſed upon him in the harlot dreſs of ho- 


nour ? In conſequence of his ſolemn promiſe, 


and regard to the reſpectable company before 
whom it was- made, he thought himſelf 


bound in honour and Conſcience | to com- 
mit murder, 'with the moſt aggravating 


circumſtances. | "x 1 


I might in farther confirmation of what 
has been in general advanced, deſcend to 
other particular inſtances, in which the ſe- 
cret ſprings of this falſe principle would 
appear as clearly laid open, as in the caſe 
juſt mentioned : might I not preſume the 
inſufficiency of Conſcience, as a rule of ac- 

tion, 
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tion, let and hindered as we are by the in- 


cumbrances of ſin, and the temptations that 
on all fides ſo powerfully follicit us, fully 
evinced ; as alſo the neceſſity of ſome fixed 
ſtandard, whereby to regulate a principle, 
otherwiſe ſo little to be depended on, ſo very 
vague and vain. And, after what has been 
already premiſed, little more need be ad- 
ed to point out the criterion intended. 
Revealed religion being now what the law 
of nature originally was, we may in every 
caſe depend upon Conſcience, regulated by 
the revelation which God has been pleaſed to 


make to us, fairly and rationally interpreted, 
to be a full and ſufficient rule of action. 
Since ſo excellent and compleat a ſyſtem of 


morality has Chriſt left us; that there is no 
duty which we ought to practiſe, nothing 


we ought to refrain from, but what is there 


clearly and exprefsly commanded or forbid- 
den. It is from thence, and thence only, 
that Conſcience is to take its meaſures: fo 
that as every man is bound to walk accord- 


ing 
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in- ing to his own Conſcience, every man's Con- 
cience is equally bound to the direction of 
God's word. 


It may be objected, that if divine revela- 
tion be the only full and ſufficient ſtandard 
by which Conſcience is to be regulated; 
what will become of thoſe, and how are they 
to act, whom this day: ſpring from on high bath 
never viſited: to which the words under con- 
ſideration are a ſufficient anſwer: Though 
the heathen have not the written law of God, 
to ſtill have they an univerſal law written in 
, WF their hearts; which, though leſs clear and 
. forceful than the other, is ſtill ſufficient in 
f general caſes to direct them in the diſcharge 
o of their duty; though leſs purity and holi- 
8 neſs will be required of them, and propor- 
© WW tionably leſs will their merit or demerit be, 
this their law is both ſo clear and forceful as 
to render them accountable for their actions; 
juſtly liable to puniſhment, and through the 
applied merits of Chriſt, capable of rewards. 
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172 DISCOURSE-I. 
The ſum of what may be practically in 


ferred from the above diſcourſe is, that ſince 
our Creator hath ſtamped upon- the human 
mind fo faithful a monitor, and ſo ſure a 
guide, if properly regulated and duly at. 
tended to, as Conſcience ; it is both our inte- 
reſt and our duty, carefully to follow its dic. 


tates, and ſubmiſſively attend to its reproofs. 


A ſtrict regard to it will, by little and lit- 
tle wean us from our ſins, by the uneaſineſ 


and remorſe * jt. will on the commiſſion of 


vice create to us. For it is difficult to 
figure to ourſelves a more unhappy man than 
him, who has a juſt ſenſe of virtue, yet 
whoſe virtue is er e dae to the 


bo This e and rentarſe FR Conſience, a as it 
is called, which we feel upon the Commiſſion of an 
evil action, affortls no bad argument in ſupport of the 
Freedom of Will and Action. For why ſhould we 
feel any uneaſineſs in ' conſequence of an action, to 
which we were neceſſarily determined? Remorſe is a 
temporary puniſhment, and oftentimes a very ſevere 
one. But the act muſt be free and voluntary, elſe it 
is no crime; and it muſt be a crime, elſe it is not 

in ſtrict juſtice puniſhable; | 
blandiſh- 
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pandiſhmenit and charms of vice: vwhoſe 
life is a conſtant ſucceſſion of finning and 
repenting ; who hates himſelf for being the 
thing he is, yet wants reſolution to become 
otherwiſe. But when the voice of Conſcience 
is ſilenced, when the paſſions, originally 
formed in ſubſervience to reaſon have once 
broke from their allegiance, and uſurping 
dominion annul and abrogate the law writ- 
ten in our hearts; the ſtrongeſt barrier 
againſt the inroads of vice is demoliſhed, 
and no other defence of ſinking virtue will 
be left than worldly intereſt, or the * of 
worldly ſhame. 


Seeing then that rebellion againſt this law 
is ſo uneaſy to us, and inattention to it 10 
dangerous; will it not abundantly recom- 
pence to us all our pains, to labour to pre- 
ſerve this principle pure and undefiled; to 
exerciſe ourſelves to have a Conſcience void of of- 
fence tewards God and towards man? Which 


is nothing leſs than what eur Saviour in 
other 
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DISCOURSE I. 
other words calls our duty to God and our 


neighbour ; and which he affirms to compriſe 
the whole law, and the prophets. That th 


* 


15 


be our care, as it will be our comfort here, 
and our happineſs hereafter, may God of 


his infinite mercy grant. 
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DISCOURSE II. 


On INSPIRATION. 


Preached on WH IT SUN DAA. 
FFF 


2 TIMOTHY II. 16. 
All ſcripture is given by Inſpiration of God. 


Religion, that like the Chriſtian funda- 

mentally oppoſes every kind of vice, 
muſt neceſſarily draw upon it the ill will of 
all ſuch as are engaged in vicious purſuits z 
accordingly the quiver of infidelity has been 
drained, and no ſhadow of occaſion neglected 
by the ſenſualiſt to cavil at its doctrines, and 
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176 DISCOURSE . 


if poſſible rid his conſcience of ſo galling i 
yoke. Divine revelation has been conſidered 
as an idle dream of enthuſiaſm, all notions 
of Inſpiration diſputed againſt, and becauſe 
there have been many falſe pretences made 
to it, the reality of the thing has been called 
in queſtion : Which argues juſt as good rea- 
ſoning, as it would be, to diſpute the rea- 
lity of virtue, becauſe there are in the world 


ſo many hypocrites. 


By Inſpiration we underſtand a ſuperna- 
tural conveyance . of divine truths to the 
mind; which, in atteſtation of the reality 
of it, hath been ever attended with a diſ. 
play of miraculous powers. The particular 
Inſpiration which we this day commemorate, 
was evinced 'in the extraordinary profuſion 
of the Holy Ghoſt on the Apoſtles aſſembled 
at the great feaſt of Pentecoſt ; and was fut- 
ficiently diſplayed to the wondering aſſembly 
by the various Gifts of Tongues, with which 
the Apoſtles were inftantaneouſly inſtructed, 

"IM 
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The fact is by the ſacred hiſtorian thus 
ſimply related. Ws 


At the general feaſt of Pentecoſt, when 
the Jews were aſſembled from all quarters of 
the world at Jeruſalem ; a ſurpriſing ſound, 
like that of a mighty ruſhing wind, filled 
the houſe where the apoſtles were ſitting : 
whilſt * a kind of fiery tongues, as proper 
ſymbols of thoſe gifts with which they were 
then inſpired from on high, appeared over 
each of them. And the effects, that imme- 
diately followed, were fully anſwerable to 
thoſe figurative reſemblances, for they were 
inſtantaneouſly filled with the Holy Ghoſt ; 
and expreſſed themſelves as the ſpirit dictated 
in ſuch variety of languages, that they could 
readily converſe with the Parthian, the 
Mede, and Elamite, in ſhort with the na- 
tives of every country in Europe, Aſia, and 
Africa; with each in the language of that 
Country in which he was born. | 
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Againſt the truth of this fact, however 
extraordinary it may appear, there can be 


objected no implication of impoſſibility or 
contradiction. There are two ways, by 
which a knowledge of different languages 
may be acquired; ordinary and extraordi- 
nary. The ordinary way of acquiring this 
knowledge of languages, is by converſing 
frequently with thoſe who underſtand them; 
by long ſtudy and application : The other, 
and extraordinary way, of attaining to it, is 
by ah immediate divine conveyance, And 
who can doubt, but that He, who furniſhed 
us with faculties capable of learning different 
languages in length of time and by dint of 
application, can, whenever he ſees fit, convey 
to us the ſame degree of knowledge inſtanta- 
neouſly, However, there are not wantiog 
thoſe, who ſuppoſe all notions of Inſpiration, 
of ſupernatural knowledge and power com- 
municated to Man, to be falſe and vain, 
Leaving therefore the fact above related to 
ſtand or fall with Inſpiration in general, the 
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er principal objections that have been lately 
de MW urged againſt the truth and reality of this, 
or call in the ſequel of this diſcourſe be conſi- 
y dered: And in order to remove thoſe ob- 
es WI jcctions I will endeavour firſt to evince that 
i- there are certain criteria, by which an in- 
is Wl fpired perſon may himſelf know affuredly 
g WM when he is inſpired ; as alſo that there are 
3 certain means by which this knowledge may 
„ be communicated to others who are un- 
I inſpired : and will 2dly examine the inſpi- 
d ration of the apoſtles of Chriſt according 
d to the rules laid down. 
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of It cannot be denied, that He, who eſta- 
3, bliſhed the laws of nature, can, whenever He 
a- ſees fit, ſuperſede thoſe laws: and if we can 
g allign a cauſe worthy of ſuch extraordinary 
n, interpoſition of the Deity, we muſt believe 
n. He will do it. If then the promulgation of 
n. certain divine truths, that concerned not the 
to intereſts of this or that ſociety of men, but 
* ended the good and happineſs 
* M 2 | of 
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of the whole race of mankind, could not be 


rendered effectual, without ſome ſupernatu- 
ral diſplay of divine power; we have a cauſe 
or motive demanding and worthy of the effect, 
whoſe reality it is here propoſed to eſtabliſh, 
And conſidered in this view, we may venture 
to pronounce the poſſibility of Inſpiration. 
True it is, that the vain illuſions of diſtem- 
pered zeal may impoſe upon a weak judg- 
ment and heated imagination; and miſre- 
preſent the wild flights of enthuſiaſm for holy 
raptures of Inſpiration. But ſtill though one 
perſon ſhould fancy himſelf to be inſpired, 
when he is not; this affects not the poſſibi- 
lity of another perſon's feeling and knoy- 
ing that he is inſpired, when he really is fo. 
It has however been aſſerted, by the adver- 
ſaries of revelation, that no one can knoy 
aſſuredly that he is inſpired ; or, granting 
that he was inſpired, yet it is utterly imprac- 
ticable that he ſhould ever produce indubita- 
ble credentials of a divine commiſſion to 


others, who are uninſpired, Which leads 
me 


— 
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me to conſider, as was propoſed in the firſt 
place, whether certain criteria might not be 
diſcovered; which would infallibly prove the 
reality of Inſpiration both to the inſpired 
perſon himſelf, and to others. 


If we allow that God can in particular 
caſes, and for ſpecial reaſons, enlarge the 
powers of human agents, in an extraordinary 
manner; may we not alſo believe that he can 
communicate to the perſons thus inſpired 
ſuch inconteſtable evidence of their Inſpira- 
tion, as ſhall with regard to themſelves place 
the truth of the fact beyond all doubt? 
Whoever conſiders the vaſt power and in- 
fluence which He who formed the ſoul 
er. MW muſt have upon it, muſt believe that he can 
on Wl afford ſuch clear and ſtrong conviction of 
ng any truths he ſhall be pleaſed extraordinarily 
ac- to communicate, can give ſuch a vigorous 
ta- ¶ perception, can accompany his own revela- 
to tions with ſuch ſufficient proofs of the reality 
ids of them; that the perſons charged with 
_ _ -- M 3 them, 
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them, ſhall aſſuredly know whether they are 
from God. i 


Let us ſuppoſe a man of ordinary under. 
ſtanding; or, to place the matter in a 
ſtronger light, an ignorant illiterate perſon 
to feel his mind on a ſudden opened, his un- 
derſtanding illumined, and his ideas enlar- 
ged; muſt he not conclude ſuch an effect 
to be ſome way ſupernatural ? If he per- 
ceives within himfelf a knowledge of cer- | 
tain facts, which perhaps till then he never 
thought on; or at moſt never thought on, 
but with perplexity and obſcurity : if with- 
out any nice diſquiſitions, any laborious re- 
ſearches he ſees, by a kind of intuitive know- 
ledge, truths, which before he was not able 
to aſcertain by any deductions of reaſon ; if it 


be further given him, to pierce into the dark 


womb of time, and there diſcover produc- 
tions maturing into birth; muſt he not con- 
clude this ſudden acquiſition of knowledge 


to be ſupernatural : that is, muſt he not 
| conclude 


are 
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n himſelf to be inſpired? To give 
objections their full claim; let it be granted 
that on weak and diſtempered minds fancy 
may operate thus ſtrongly, that all this may 
be effected by enthuſiaſm. Yet when this 
enlargement of the intellectual powers is like- 
wiſe attended with the evidence of the ſenſes ; 


when to this fancied knowledge is added a 


power of working miracles: when the man 
poſſeſt of wiſdom and diſcernment, which 
might ſeem too wonderful aad excellent for 
mere man to attain to, alſo performs things 
which are beyond the ordinary operations of 


nature: when he can cenverſe with peo- 


ple of all nations, in languages which be- 
fore he never heard, and finds himſelf un- 
derſtood by them; when ſickneſs and diſeaſe 
fly at his touch; when he can fay to the 
lame, walk, and he walketh, and to the 
blind, receive thy fight, and he receiveth 
it: the perſon ſo inſpired may reſt well af- 
ſured, that this is no vain illuſion, but a 
real Inſpiration ; God himſelf as it were by 
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i DISCOURSE I. 


ſigns and miracles thus ſetting his ſeal to the 


truth and reality of it. 


Theſe are the means, and ſufficient means 
they ſeem to be, whereby a perſon may judge 


| whether he himſelf be inſpired, or not. And 


the laſt argument alledged for this purpoſe, 
viz. the power of working miracles, is no 
weak one towards the conviction of others, 


But as very uncommon things may have been 


effected by natural powers, as we cannot ex- 
actly determine upon the powers that ſupe- 


rior ſpirits may be permitted to exerciſe : be- 
fore miracles can be abſolutely pronounced 


divine, they muſt have ſome good deſign to 
ſerve, ſome end worthy of the great cauſe 
to which they are aſcribed. And what cauſe 
upon earth ſo worthy of God's interpoſition, 
as that of virtue and religion ? If then the 
miracles be wrought in confirmation of the 
pureſt and compleateſt ſyſtem of morality 
that can be conceived ; we may judge of the 
divinity of the miracles from the end they 

| are 
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the are intended to ſerve: The authority of thoſe 
precepts may be eſtimated by the powers 
evinced in the promulgation of them ; and, 
as our Lord Himſelf argues, the perſons 
thus charged may be believed for the work's 
ſake. To ſuppole a perſon himſelf inſpired, 
' incapable of proving the divinity of his com- 
miſſion to others who are uninſpired, is an 
hypotheſis almoſt too abſurd to need con- 
tutation. 


2 


Can we ſuppoſe that God would reveal to 


which are eſſential to the happineſs of man- 


o kind; without inveſting the perſon ſo charged 
e MW vith powers ſufficient to convince the reaſon- 
0 ing and unprejudiced part of the world of 
5 the divinity of his commiſſion? To grant 
2 the heaven-favoured propheteſs the gift of 
: Inſpiration, but at the ſame time ſhut up the 
7 hearts of the perſons moſt concerned in thoſe 


prophecies againſt all confidence and belief in 
them; may form a pretty fable for Pagan 


any one truths, the knowledge and belief of 


theology 
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theology, but will never find a place in the 
creed of a rational Chriſtian. Such a notion 
degrades the Deity. The manifeſtation of the 
ſpirit is given to every man to profit withal. The 
extraordinary gifts of Inſpiration are con- 
ferred on no man for his own private advan- 
tage, honour, or ſatisfaction; but for the 
general good and benefit of others. But 
what general good or benefit could poſſibly 
accrue from any one's Inſpiration; if he 
could convince nobody of the divinity of his 
commiſſion, and in conſequence of it, of the 
excellence of thoſe doctrines which he was 
delegated to promulge, and of the degree of 
aſſent that was therefore due to them? 
Hence it appears, that the abſurdity of ſuch 
a ſuppoſition is itſelf a ſufficient confuta- 
tion of it. | 0 


Another corroborative argument, for | 
mention it not as fingly ſuch, whereby the 
reality of the Inſpiration may be made ap- 
pear to others, is the ſucceſs this ſuppoſed 

| ſyſtem 
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ſyſtem ſhall meet with. If it fall to the 
ground with the firſt preachers, no farther 
good being diſcerned to proceed from it; we 
may aſſure ourſelves of the falſity of it: for 
a religion divinely inſtituted, muſt neceſſa- 
rily be divinely ſupported. And if a reli- 
gion be attended with à ſucceſs infinitely 

above the ſlender means that human aſſiſtance 
afforded; this is a corroborative argument 
of the truth of it: though an argument of 
little force taken ſingly. For a falſe reli- 
gion God may permit to flouriſh; either to 
keep alive a zeal, in thoſe who are ſo happy 
as to be engaged in the profeſſion of the true 
one; or as a ſtumbling block for ſuch as ſtop 
their ears againſt the voice which whiſpers 
joy and comfort, which charmeth ever ſo 
wiſely; or for the puniſhment of thoſe, who 
if they hear with their ears, and underſtand 
with their heart, yet with ſo cold and lan- 
guid wiſhes receive the word, that their 


thoughts and actions are at perpetual va- 


riance; or for ſome other wiſe and good 
: purpoſe, 
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purpoſe, beſt and perhaps only known to 
God Himſelf. | 


In ſhort, as noone can limit the powers of 
Omnipotence, where no contradiction is im- 
plied; no one can with any pretence of rea- 
ſon deny the poſlibility of Inſpiration. And 
by thoſe general rules, above alledged, to 
evince the truth of the Inſpiration, both to 
the inſpired perſon himſelf, and to thoſe 
who are uninſpired, it ſeems not only poſ- 
ſible but eaſy to diſtinguiſh real Inſpiration 
from enthuſiaſm or impoſture. According 
to theſe eſtabliſhed rules then we will, as was 
in the ſecond place propoſed, examine the 


Inſpiration of the Apoſtles of Chriſt. 


And firſt, here are a ſet of ignorant illite- 
rate men, taken from their manual occupa- 
tions; who voluntarily renounce all wordly 
comforts, all eaſe, and ſatisfaction, and take 
upon them to reform the world: and to the 


confuſion of the wiſe men of the world pub- 
| f liſn 
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liſh doctrines of ſuch height and importance, 
as the greateſt reach of human philoſophy 
was never able to extend to; the reſurrection 
of the dead, the doctrines of a future ſtate, 
and the final retribution of rewards and pu- 
niſhments. Nor were theſe high important 
truths uſhered into the world with the weak- 
neſs and inſufficiency, the madneſs and en- 
thuſiaſm of field preachers ; they were ſup- 
ported and enforced by miracles, by extra- 
ordinary ſigns, and many wonderful works, 
Theſe men like their great maſter, gave 
ſight to the blind, ſtrength to the lame, and 


healed all manner of diſeaſe among the peo- 


ple. The conſciouſneſs of having their minds 
illumined with ſuch knowledge as this, at- 
tended with the inconteſtible evidence of 
the ſenſes, muſt to the perſons themſelves 
be a full and ſufficient aſſurance of the real 
divinity of their commiſſion: and by theſe 
marks the apoſtles of Chriſt were ſo tho- 
roughly convinced of their own Inſpiration, 


that they laid down their lives in confir- 
mation 
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firmation of it. Which circumſtance affords 


another, and that no inconſiderable argument 
for the conviction of others. | 
To this end however, agreeably to the 
rules before laid down, beſides the power 
of working miracles, it is neceſſary that the 
drift and deſign of thoſe miracles be good; 
that is, that the doctrines, in ſupport and 
confirmation of which they are wrought, be 
of ſo pure a nature, as may challenge the di- 
vine interpoſition, and not be imputable to 
the agency of dzmons or. evil ſpirits. Ac- 
cordingly the utmoſt efforts of human rea- 
ſon, aſſiſted with all the advantages of learn- 
ing and experience were never able-to frame 
a ſyſtem of morality, ſo aptly calculated for 
univerſal practice, ſo well adapted to every 
capacity, ſo pure, ſo perfect, as the religion 


of Jeſus Chriſt. Indeed the perfect purity 


that Chriſtianity requires of its profeſſors has 
been the greateſt, if not only ſource of thoſe 
cavils which men of libertine principles have 
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jaboured to raiſe againſt it. The laſt con- 
current circumſtance mentioned as neceſſary 
to evince the divinity of any religion, is the 
ſucceſs of it. And truly the apoſtles wrought 
no greater miracle, than the amazing pro- 
greſs of Chriſtianity affords us, It was pro- 
mulgated by a ſet of indigent, deſtitute, ig- 
norant, illiterate men. It comprized a ſyſ- 
tem of morality, utterly deſtructive of vice 
and vanity, directly oppoſite to men's luſts 
and paſſions, to the folly and pleaſurable pur- 
ſuits of this world: and conſequently moſt 
obnoxious to thoſe who moſt enjoyed ſuch 
gratifications; which were in general thoſe 
who had it moſt in their power to enjoy 
them. It was therefore not only unſuppor- 
ted by the countenance of power and autho- 
rity, but moſt violently oppoſed by thoſe 
whoſe exalted ſtations -gave them - opportu- 
nity of doing the greateſt harm to it. No 
ſword was drawn in its ſupport, nor had it 
the rudeneſs of Arabs to practiſe upon. No 
darling pleaſure, no choice ſenſuality was re- 

ſerved 
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all the various difficulties they had to en- 


more indefatigable they were in propagating 


ſerved to comfort its profeſſors for the loſ 
of the reſt. The ſtrenuous aſſertors of 
Chriſtianity had no temporal rewards to loek 
for; no recompence to ſpirit them up under 


counter, but what was from above : they 
were not made captains of hundreds, and 
captains of thouſands. The more bold, the 


the doctrines they were charged with; the 
more cruelly they were perſecuted. They 
were ſpoken againſt every where, they met 
with nothing but contempt, calumny, im- 


priſonment, and death in all its moſt for- 


midable ſhapes. Yet in ſpite of all theſe 
difficulties, in ſpite of all oppoſition, ſo 
amazingly did this religion flouriſh and pre- 
vail; that in a ſhort time princes became 
its patrons and protectors, and queens its 
nurſing mothers. And at this day the 
moſt poliſhed parts of the globe, however 
looſe particulars may be in practice, pro- 
feſs Chriſtianity, 
From 
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From this repreſentation nude and impar- 
tial, I think it evidently appears, that there 
are certain criteria by which a real Inſpira- 
tion may be diſtinguiſhed from all falſe pre- 
tenſions to it; and that the Inſpiration of the 
| apoſtles of Chriſt doth in every circumſtance 
exactly coincide with the rules for this pur- 
poſe eſtabliſhed. If from hence we turn our 
eyes to the impoſtures of an eminent pretender 
to divine Inſpiration; we ſhall find, that a ge+ 
neral defectiveneſs in every rule above laid 
down abundantly proclaims the falſity of ſuch 
his pretenſions. Conſider the cunning inſinu- 
ating Mahomet, making his religion ſubſerve 
the moſt ambitious views; engaging in his 
projects men of equal art and ſubtlety with 
himſelf, and rewarding their faithful ſervices 
with temporal honours and wealth: conſider 
his ridiculous pretences to miracles unat- 
teſted, and his final appeal to the ſword for 
conviction ; and laſtly conſider the nature 
of his doctrines, which not only permitted, 
but even enjoined the the moſt inordinate 

N ſenſualities 
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194 DISCOURSE II. 
ſenſualities : and from hence may be col- 
lected the very great diſtinction that lies be. 
tween real Inſpiration and all falſe preten- 
ſions to it. 


Repreſent to yourſelves on the other hand, 
the religion of nature, the darling idol of 
the Deiſt; ſee him proſtrating himſelf to the 
ſtump of a tree, and ſaying to a carved ſtone, 
Thou art my God: attend her votaries to 
their religious ceremonies, and you - will 
find acted there the groſſeſt obſcenities ; ap- 
proach their altars, and you will find them 
ſtained with human ſacrifices ; you will find 
throughout the verieſt works of hell done 


under a blind pretence of pleaſing heaven: 


and from hence may be learned the very 
great neceſſity there was for a revelation. 
Let the man of reaſon think highly as he 
will of this principle ; yet theſe were the 
wretched effects of unaſſiſted reaſon. And 
if modern Freethinkers have ſeen more 
deeply into, and argued more conſiſtently 

upon 
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upon religious matters than the antient hea- 
thens did; they can juſtly aſcribe this to no- 
thing, but the ſtrong lights which Chriſtia- 
nity hath reflected on the ſubject. 


To conclude therefore with a practical re- 
flection, ſince God hath graciouſly conde- 
ſcended to afford us ſuch a light, how can 
we pay too great attention to it | With what 
profound reverence ought we to regard the 
precepts and doctrines, that Chriſt hath com- 
mitted to us, the lively oracles of God! 
Blinded by ignorance, or prejudiced by our 
luſts, we may cavil at the doctrines, and re- 
fuſe to obey thoſe precepts; but it is impoſ- 
ſible that we ſhould either amend the one, 
or better ourſelves by refuſing obedience 
to the other. We may torture and wreſt 
them ; but we are forewarned, it will be to 
our own deſtruction. Let us rather with 
open hearts receive the religion of Chriſt ; 


not barely as it is a national religion, though 


with honeſt men that would be a motive for 
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acquieſcence in it; but as a religion moſt 
unembarraſſed with difficulties, moſt pure, 


moſt perfect: a revelation moſt ſtrongly con- 
firmed by unbiaſſed reaſon, moſt pregnant of 
bleſſings here, and exhibiting to us the no- 
bleſt proſpect of eternal happineſs hereafter, 
[ 
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ECCLUS. VII. 30. 


Hoc tantum inveni; quod Deus homines per- 
fectos creavit, ipſi autem ratiocinia pluri- 
ma inveneruni. | 


FRERRARUM hic noſter orbis, & 
quicquid in orbe viret, quicquid ul- 
tra hujuſce mundi fines aut oculus aſſe- 
qui, aut mens deprehendere poſſit, Deum 
optimum maximum arguit: tanta ſapientia, 
tanta ubique patet Potentia. O orbem fceli- 
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cem, ſummi artificis, omnibus abſolutum 
numeris, opus; cui herba quæque leviſſima, 
cui quicquid avium pecudumque uſquam in- 
venitur, aut pulchritudinem aut uſum ſup- 
petit! O hominum fœliciſſimum genus; cui 
tot utilia, tot perpulchra ſerviunt . At longe 
aliter ſe res habet: tot tamque præclara et 
benevolentiz et ſapientiæ Dei argumenta ma- 
lum multiforme inquinat. Morborum nu- 
meroſa cohors, nec arte nec medicina depel- 
lenda, humana corpora obſidunt; animos 
pravi affectus deturpant: durà adeo lege, 
vivitur, ut feliciſſimus ille, qui minus miſer. 


Quo fonte derivata mala hæc, ut dicun- 
tur, tam naturalia, quam moralia, vitam hu- 
manam miſeriis ærumniſque obruerunt: quo 
pacto homines fœlicitate exciderunt, quos 
fœlicitati percipiendæ in lucem evocavit 
Deus; et olim et nunc temporis variẽ con- 
tenditur: nodus hercle Deo vindice dignus, 
Hine alii, quales ſunt Manichæi, omnipo- 
tentia Dei denegata, dæmonem alterum, po- 


tentem 
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tentem quidem ſed maleſuadum et maleficum 


fingunt: cui ordinis perturbatio cordi eſt. 


Quodcunque boni aut excogitavit, aut effe- 


cit Deus; ut hoc inquinet, illud ut miſſum 
faciat, hic malorum opifex pro viribus uſ- 
que laborat: et artis chymicæ ratione quaſi 


inversà, ut ex optimo quoque malum eruat, 


huic labor atque opus eſt. Alii potentiam 
Dei ſummam eſſe agnoſcunt, providentiam 
ejus omnino tollunt: Deum talem deſignant, 
cujus majeſtati rerum humanarum modera- 
men ne minime conveniret; cujus fcelicitas 
ne perfecta et continuata fieret, hujusmodi 
curæ quam maxime obſtarent. Eft na- 
tura Dei,“ uti ab iis fictam, uti a Lucretio 


depictam accepimus, 


« Semota ab noſtris rebus, on 
a” 
Nec bene promeritis capitur, nec tangi- 
** tur ira.“ | | 


Ipo Dei exiſtentia ſublata, nodum alli au- 
dacite 
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daciter reſolverunt. Si Deus ſit, ſicut hi 
ratiocinantur, ab operibus ſuis cur malum 
haud procul amovit? aut nequivit ſane, aut 
noluit. Vel poteſtas ejus, vel benevolentia 
eſt finita : Ens vero, quoquo modo finitum, 
nequit eſſe vere et abſolute Deus. Ratioci- 
nio igitur ſi huic aſſentiamur, rerum lucidus 


ordo nullo moderamine certo geritur; ſed 


ſors omnia verſat. Hiſce variis de mali ori- 
gine hypotheſibus accedit altera; quæ natu- 
ram humanam ita eſſe comparatam affirmat, 
ut a malo ſeparari et ſejungi humanitatis ſors 
omnino nequeat. Veri ſpecie adeo inani de- 
linitis malum quaſi de effentia hominis eſſe vi. 
detur; et crimina quæque miſericordià potius, 
quam pcena digna putantur. Hinc, non me 
malum ! ſed me miſerum ! clamare quiſque in 
promptu habet : hinc neminem confitentem 
habemus reum ; dum peccata quiſque non ſua 
deflet, ſed quz humana parum cavit natura. 
Hominum vero crimina in naturam huma- 
nam dum temere transferant ; ne in autho- 

rem 


tali beatum hominum genus olim floru- 


c ON CIO m. 203 


rem nature culpa ad extremum recidat, iſti 


parum cavent philoſophi. 


Opinionum, quas ſupra memoravimus, 
prioribus tribus jam prætermiſſis, ad refel- 
lendam hanc poſteriorem, quippe que neo - 
tericis quibuſdam præcipue arridet, ſenten- 


tiam potius accingor. 


Hominum genus e creatoris ſummi ma- 
nibus, adeo appetens mali, adeo impotens 
bene beateque vivendi, adeo imperfectum 


f evaſiſſe fingunt hujuſce ſententiæ propugna- 


tores; ut innocentiæ perfectæ et fœlicitatis 


ſtatus nec fuerit unquam, nec fore poterit. 


Si vero Moſeos de Statu Paradiſiaco, atque 
autorum ethnicorum de ætate aurea, ſcriptis 
quid veri inſit; philoſophorum iſtorum hy- 
potheſis reipsà refellitur: et, ratiocinii ſui 
fundamine ſublato, quodcunque ſuper extru- 
itur caſſum ruit. Statum igitur naturæ in- 
nocentiæ et feœlicitatis eſſe ſtatum, ac ſorte 
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iſe, hac in concione contenditur : cujus tri- 


pliciter diviſe hæc norma ſervabitur. 


Quid de hominum conditione prima, mun- 
di ætate, in ſacris ſcripturis traditum accepi- 
mus, primò exponendum eſt. 


Auctores profanos, tum poetas, tum phi- 


loſophos, eadem ſuffragantes deinde proferam. 


Hæc tandem dogmata de Statu Paradiſi- 
aco, ab antiquiſſimis ſcriptoribus tradita, ra- 
tioni eſſe conſentanea tertiò comprobabitur, 


Sermonis itaque hujuſce prædictam mihi 
ſervanti normam, quid de hominum condi- 
tione, mundi ætate prima, ſcriptura ſacra 
tradit, primò inveſtigandum eſt. Fabrica- 


tionem «Z»wegwmy depingens Moſes , hæc re- 


* In iſtà narratione quzdam efle parabolica, non- 
nulli exiſtimant : alii etiam ſermonem totum exemplar 
artificioſum eſſe volunt ad res veras explicandas ; nempe 
naturz primæ ſtatum Paradiſiacum, & ejuſdem dege- 


nerationem, necnon humani generis novitatem, Alii 


quaſi 


tri 
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fert; Deus omnia, quæcunque! fabricave- 


rat, aſpexit; et ecce omnia bona: omnia 


nempe ad aſſequendum finem, cujus gratia 
creabantur, in ſe ſat poteſtatis habuerunt. 
Innocentiam primœvam, et mali originem 


hiſtoricus idem divinus planè et enucleatè 


exponit. Porro ratio vitæ, quam parentes 
primi agebant, morum ſimplicitatem et ſe- 
curitatem ab innocentia omnino ortam, hiſ- 
ce verbis tradita, luculenter deſignat. Am- 
bo erant nudi Adam et uxor ipſius, neque 
illos pudebat.” Naturam nempe ducem 
et magiſtram ſecuti, nec labis ullius con- 


ſcii, nulla veſtium involucra quærebant; 


neque iis vitio fuit nuditas, dum imago iſta 


quaſi hiſtoriam ſumma fide dignam, narrationem totam 
ſenſu omnino ad literam expreſſo complectuntur. Expli- 
catio quznam fit veriſſima, hic loci non inveſtigandum 
duco: talem, qualis contenditur, extitiſſe ſtatum, de- 
generationem poſtea contigiſſe, ſententiæ utriuſque 
propugnatores pariter agnoſcunt. 


* Hiftorici ſacri ſententiæ iſti hæc Platonis confera- 
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Dei, fotmà humana eluceſſens, peccato inta: 


minata ftetit, Neque his ſolis clauſulis Sta- 
tis Paradiſiaci dogma innititur: ſcripturis 


ſacris excerptæ, ſententiæ aliæ proferri poſ- 


ſent, quæ creationis mundi hiſtoriam, ficut 
a Moſe traditam accepimus, non ſolum in- 
nuere, ſed plane affirmare naturæ humanæ 
perfectionem, ſatis arguunt. Innocentiæ et 
fœlicitatis primorum parentum fidem apud ju- 
dæos ſummam valuiſſe hinc præcipue liquet; 
quod Apoſtoli de forte iſta beatà, traditionibus 
accepti, Moſe luculenter expoſità, prophe- 
tarum monitis munita, non obſcure, dubi- 
tanter, et quaſi ambagibus, ſumma vero 
cum fiducik loquuntur : quippe quod pro 
certo uſque habebatur. Sententias huc ſpec- 
tantes, in novo fœdere paſſim diſperſas, ut 
plurimas omittam ; hæc Pauli verba exem- 


plum ampliſſimum præbent. Sicut uno 


homine peccatum in mundum introivit, mors 


quoque peccati causa, &c.“ ac in eodem 


capite paulum infra, * ſicut hominis unius 
inobedientia plurimi fiebant peccatores, &c.“ 


Quibus 


CONCIO n. 20% 


Quibus ex clauſulis Apoſtolum, ut ſatisfac- 


tionem Chriſti omnes complecti omnis ætatis 
homines probaret, fcelicitatis prime jactu- 


ram non modo nude et fimplicitgr affirmare 


conſtat; hoc vero ex dogmate, quaſi re cog- 


nità et univerſum conceſsa poſito, ad alias 


probationes progreditur. Sed in re apertiſſi- 
ma diutius cur immorandum? Tum fcolici- 
citatem primævam, tum fzlicitatis iſtius 
jacturam, ſcriptura ſacra fi alibi uſque tace- 


ret; ad utramque probandam prædictæ ſolæ 


clauſulæ abunde ſufficiunt, et quaſi vim ha- 
bent demonſtrationis. Sententias ergo ſupra 
memoratas hæc, de qua jam concionamur, 
claudat. Hoc tantum inveni, quod ho- 


mines perfectos effinxit Deus; ipſi autem 


ratiocinia plurima invenerunt.“ 


Clauſulis iſtis cæteriſque plurimis, quæ, 
idem ſpectantes, in ſcripturis ſacris inveni- 
untur, ſibi invicem collatis; hæc dogmata 
ſummatim exinde ſequi habentur. Mundi 
origine * homines, uti alia ſingula ſapi- 

entiſſimi 
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fecti creabantur. Appetitus ſingulos, ad 
fœlicitatem aſſequendam, ad promovendam 


virtutem unice ſpectantes, et mutdùo et ami- 


ce conſpirantes, ratio gubernatrix adminiſtra. 
vit. Satis et ad fcoelicitatem et ad virtutem 
valebant: dum hanc excolant, illa fruuntur; 
hic lesa, illa amittitur. Libera bene beate- 


que vivendi datur poteſtas ; nulla imponitur | 


neceſſitas: cuique incoacta ſua ſtetit voluntas, 
Minus morigeros denique ſe præbuerunt, 


imperium Dei repugnarunt, juſſaque detrec- | 


tarunt: Inobedientiæ ſuz pænas luebant, 
Hinc malum oritur; et vires acquirens eun- 
do, longe lateque ingruit. Hoc fonte deri- 
vata, clades omnigena ubique diffunditur; 
hinc, quicquid vitam humanam miſeram aut 
inſuavem reddit, quale quale inſit amari, id 
totum accipit ; ſeroſque in nepotes defluens, 
contagii inſtar, naturam humanam commu- 
taſſe videtur; immo, ſi fas ſit vera "_ 
commutavit. 


Senſu 


entiſſimi et omnipotentis auctoris opera, per- 


CD] 


ſu 
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Senſu ſeripturæ ſacræ de prima hominum 
conditione ita breviter expoſito z quid de ef. 
dem autores profanj conſcripſeraar, ſeryacs 
propoſito, proxime inyeſtigandum eſt : re- 
rum enim antiquiſſimarum, quæ in literis 
facris continentur, hiſtoriam, quamvis ple- 
rumque obſcuram, apud omnes gentes re- 
manſiſſe conſtat. Cumque concionis noſtræ 
norma clauſulas ex ſcriptorihus ethnicis plu- 
res, quam in hujuſce generis ſcriptis com- 


mendat uſus, proterri poſtulet; apud hunc 


conſeſſum me excuſatum iri ſpero. A phi- 


loſophis igitur ac hiſtoricis, quippe queis 


major quam poetis fides habetur, initium 
iumendum duco. Quos inter precipuys Plu- 
tarchus, philoſophus idem et hiſtoricus, re- 
zionis cujuſdam, notis Paradiſi diſtinctæ, ro- 
mine inſularum beatarum deſignatæ, deſcrip- 
tionem exhibet; cui orbis terrarum porti- 
uncula omnino nulla nunc temporis conve- 
nit . „ Imbres, inguit ille, rari et amæni 
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hic loci decidunt; dum venti molliter ſpiran- 


tes, et rore quaſi alati, inſulam pervagen- 
tur: quibus efficitur, ut ſtudio et labore 
nullo eliciti, omnigenz herbæ fructuſque Ju- 
cundiſſimi ſuapte naſcantur.”* Deſcriptioni 
huic ſententiam proxime ſequentem hiſtori- 


cus inſuper addit. * Adeo ut fides uſque 


ad barbaros perlata firma eſt, illic campos 
eſſe Elyſios, et beatorum ſedes quas Home- 
rus decantavit.”* Hinc de Paradiſo, five 
beatorum ſede quid ſenſit Plutarchus, quid 
etiam barbari ſenſere, liquet. | 


Eadem fere, quæ de inſulis fortunatis 


Plutarchus, de inſula Toprobana aſſerit Dio- 


dorus Siculus : hoc inſuper addito, nempe 
quod hujuſce regionis incolæ expertem mor- 


Toy auropun Qegovoiv, amoygurra nei vo YNURUTITI 


Booxuy Grey Toww! #% Ee ,v TXoMaGurre fav. 
PLuT. in Vit. Sert. 
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borum 


CON CTO HID az 
borum vitam agebant. Nec prætermittendum 
- duco, quod de morte Tobrobanitarum hiſto- 
4 ricus idem tradit; utpote ſententiam haud 
- EW onnino ifti diſſimilem, quam fſcriptores 
n quidam Chriſtiani de morte, vel potius e 
[- ita exceſſu, in ſtatu paradiſiaco fi homines 
ce ¶ que permanſiſſent, ſtatuere.* * Puplex 
apud eos naſcitur herba; cui fi quis indor- 
mat, cruciatùs omnis et doloris expertem 
e nors grata ſuaviſque ſupervenit.” Sententia 
d ¶ it: Diodori Moſaicæ arboris vitæ explicationem f 
fortaſſe veriſſimam præbet; quippe qua ab 
origine narratio illa primitus derivatur. Mors, 

i hiſtorico ſacro fidem habeamus, non hu- 
manitatis conditio, ſed peccati pœna, plane 
pe conſtituta fuit. Arbori vitæ igitur talem 
. I quid vetat ineſſe vim, qualis fructum ejus 

guſtanti tranſitum facilem atque ſuavem ad 
n g inmortalitatem conciliarer. 
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Paradiſum quendam in Africà ſitum Pro- 


copius fingit; fontibus amœnis irrigatum, | 
ſylvis ornatum, viridantibus uſque, quæque 
uſque dulce redolebant: dum aerem tepen- | 


tem frigiduli venti, continud mulcerent, 


Talem deniqe ſtatum, qualis hac in concione | 
contenditur, olim revera extitiſſe, non ſolos | 
inter Hebræos, aut Ægyptos, aut Græcos 
fides valuit; in idem conſentientes Indos 
quoque habemus : quos apud Calanus Alex. 
andrum magnum ita alloquens a Strabone | 
inducitur.* < Tritici hordeique olim erant, 
ſicut nunc pulveris, omnia plena; fontes | 
quoque, alii aqua, lacte alii, alii melle, alii | 
vino, nonnulli oleo fluebant : donec ob ſa- 
tietatem luxuriamque homines in contumeliam 
ſeſe tradiderunt. Statum igitur præſentem 
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Jupiter exoſus, omnia abolevit; * vitamque 
labore degendam inſtituit.” Nemo, ut opinor, 
hæe legens, quo ex fonte manarint, diu 
dubitabit. 


WY 


pr * 


Scriptoribus iſtis, regionem naturk plane 


| radi ſitu loci utcunque diverſam, deſig- 


nantibus, philoſophum gravem et inſtar 
omnium Platonem jam tandem ſubjiciam. 
In dialogo iſto, cui titulus Tlaarires adſeribitur, 
quippe qui, procemium veluti, libris ſequen- 
tibus TToArTeiag ut volt Præponitur, de origine 
politiæ philoſophus fuſe. diſſerit. Et, re altè 
repetita, hominem a deo creatum conditione 
primum beatifſimi et vere aurea potitum eſſe 
docet. EÆtatis aurez et fælicis decriptionem 
udo appellat; traditionem aliunde deſumptam 
iſto nomine deſignans: ne quis forſan pro 
fsmento et ſomniis quaſi ohocopurro⸗ narratio- 
nem habeat. Fidem ac authoritatem quam 
huic 1iuNo conciliatam vellew þ hac 5 er 
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ita nobis tradiderunt primi ili 


majorum noſtrorum, qui primam mundi re. 
volutionem proxime contingebant. | 
ſermonum teſtes præconeſque illi extite- 


runt.” 


Platonicæ iſti primeve feœlicitatis 


tabellæ, coloribus adeo vividis depictæ, 
haud abs re erit paulo diutius immorari: in 
qua ſi veritatem ipſam non deprehendamus, 
veritatis ſaltem veſtigia nemo fere non ag · 


noſcet. + 


tate ifti, nihil erat ferum; 


neque aliæ alias animantes vorabant: aberat 
bellum penitus atque ſeditio.- 
mines paſcebat ; ; Ipſe erat et Paltor eorum et 
euſtos: x iploque eos regente, civitatum con- 


Deus ho- 


wo Artlinſurtoiro * uo Toy naeriguy Kobyorws r gur 
01 TASUTWON lun T1 go TegbPoges Toy £515 Xgοον ee 
vo, T6 d. nat #gx%5 £QvorTo. TouTwy g 0 eng nig ey. 
| vor _ r ee 5 


Plato Io: 5 


n Ter, obx argues 5 o c ον . robe fog ob 


rn, ov 


cræoi⸗ ToFagaTas. —— Orog eve ce bfr, ονν 


- aricrerwy.—Neporro; Os exervou, DME 00% nog! —Karn 
. apborovę 800 a0 TE dev xc g vA nn, out 
uro vewgying Quojaerous, GAA - RUTOLETN; ya ovTN; TH 
*. Plat. Politic. tom. 2. pag. 271. edit. Steph. 


- 


civitatum 
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ſtitutiones nullæ erarent. Fructus illis, et 


poma et fruges, arbores et fertile ſolum ſponte 
ſuz ſubminiſtrabant. De Saturni regno alia 


plurima philoſophus idem ſcribit; quæ ſtatum 
paradiſiacum quam veriſſime deſignant. Alia, 
ut ipſe teſtatur, innumera, et illis longe mi- 
rabiliora, ab ejuſdem rei quaſi fonte perma- 
nant: longinquitate vero temporis, partim ſunt 
exoleta, partim diſperſa atque diſſipata pertur- 
bate dicuntur. Deſcriptioni illi uberrimæ ſi 
quid amplius deerit, quo Platonis ſententia de 
hac re plenius eniteſceret; Tuau, ſive 4 Puotws 


dialogi, pars iſta, in qua de hominum crea- 


tione agitur, argumenta huc ſpectantia am- 
pliſſima præbet; ubi de mali cauſa et origine 
argutè diſſeritur. Ex involucris tandem, 
quibus veritas fere obruitur, hoc veri erui 
poteſt: homines bene, juſtè, et -honeſtE 
vixiſſe contenditur, dum in ſemet impreſſam 
dei ſimilitudinem puram atque intaminatam 
conſervarent; male vero, poſtquam cupidi- 
tatibus craſſis et corporeis ſemet ipſos invol- 
viſſent. r 
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Ab hiſtoritis et philoſophis ad poetas de- 


ſcendere, ac Hometrum Elyſios campos de. 
pihgeritern in en audire, erit operæ 


+7988 


Vitæ hic humanæ ratio Kicuwd 2p 
Nee fera tempeſtis, nec nigti nubila cli 
Inficiunt æthram, tranquillà luce ſerenam: 
Suaviter aſt Zephyr ſpitantes arva ſalutant, 
Et leviter ſtringunt recreata ſilentia ponti. 


Quid de hortis Alcinoi dicam? nonne hi 
quoque ab eodem fonte derivantur? Terræ 
Phækaciæ deſeriptiones iſtæ conveniunt? Vana 
omnino fictaque ceciniſſe poetam grex totus 
eriticbrum negat. Quo vero pictura illa 
Ameni, immo Arnteffitatis, Horti feferenda 
elt? Non, ut idem Hngunt, ad inſulas At- 


n neque Uuſquatn etzenein Præte 
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eam, 
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eam, ab hominibus primis enarratam, a pri- 
mis ſcriptoribus depictam, præter Paradiſum. 
Genus hominum primigenorum deeantans, 
locum Homero proximum Heſiodus ſibi ven- 
dicat; ejuſdem, ut aliqui volunt, ut ali, 
xtatis PEO ſeriptor. F 
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* Tuhic homines dym Mecbagk more; 3 flo 
Anxia curarum moles, 6perumque labores 
Laſſabant: aberat morbus, triftiſque Senectus. 
Igneus aſt ollis vigor; et dum corpore vires 
Regnabant ſolido, convivia læta placebant. 
Mors ſimilis ſomno fuit, attjue uberrima tellus 
Omnia liberius nullo cogente ferebat 

In commune bonum, nec quiſquam inridi babenti. 


Nemo, ut opinor, ſcriptorum Chriſtiand- 
rum ſtatum Paradifiacum plenius et melius, 
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218 CONGI1O iI. 
depinxit, quam in iſtis verſibus Heſiodus. 


Etatem auream ab Ovidio in libro primo 


metamorphoſium expreſſam, utpote omnibus 
notam, pretermitto. Neque de * Sa- 
turnio tacet Virgilius. 


Ante jovem nulli ſubigebant arva coloni : 


Nec ſignare quidem, aut partiri limite campum 
Fas erat; in medium quærebant: ipſaque tellus 
Omnia liberius, nullo poſcente, ferebat. 


Ad calcem libri proxime ſequentis, ſcilicet 


2di Georgicorum, hi verſus idem quoque 


- —_ © 


Ante etiam ſceptrum DiQzi regis, et ante 
Impia quam cæſis gens eſt epulata iuvencis; 
Aureus hanc vitam in terris Saturnus agebat. 


j 


En manifeſtam ſtatis Paradiſiaci notam | 
quum . homines nondum animalium carne, 
ſed ſolis terræ fructibus veſcerentur. Sen- 
tentiæ iſtæ variæ, ex ſcriptoribus antiquis ex- 
cerptæ, ſuaviloquis hiſce verbis Lucretianis 


Jam tandem claudentur. | 
 Jamque 


us. 


mo 


us 
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Iamque adeo affecta eſt ztas, affœtaque tellus, 
Vix animalia parva creat, quæ cuncta creavit 
Sæcla, deditque ferarum ingentia corpora partu. 


Præterea nitidas fruges, vinetaque læta 
Sponte ſui primum mortalibus ipſa creavit. 


Ipſa dedit dulces foetus, et pabula læta: 


Quæ nunc vix noſtro grandeſcunt aucta labore. 


Statum hominum primigenium eo, quo nunc 
degitur, perfectiorem ipſe Epicuri diſcipulus 


plane agnoſcit. Neque ſtatum naturæ talem 
poeta iſte agnoviſſet, niſi ut rem fide digniſſi- 


mam: rem univerſa traditione acceptam, 


graviſſimorum hominum auctoritate ſanci- 
tam. Narrationes igitur iſtas, quibus ipſe 
Lucretius ſuffragatur, pro anili fabellà ecquis 
ducet? Scriptorem illum, qui animum fa- 


bulis vanis arctiſque religionis compagibus 


occupatum exſolvere pro viribus contendit, 
illum inquam credulitatis arguere, ecquis in 
animum inducat? De ſtatu Paradiſiaco quæ 
tot tantique ſcriptores protulerunt, alii pænè 


innumeri, ſi res poſtularet, et locus ferret, 


eadem 
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eadem ſuffragantes allegari poſſent. Quid, ” 
iſta omnia de conditione hominum primi- 
genia pro figmentis poeticis habenda putabi- 
mus ? Nonne philoſophos, nonne hiſtoricos, 


viros eruditos graviſſimoſque in eadem con- 


ſentientes habemus ? Singulos, ſi non vera, 
certe veriſimilia proferentes ? Singulas enim 
iſtas de reg no ſaturni, tate aurea, et ſimili- 
bus deſcriptiones, obumbratas quidem et va- 
mis erroribus implicitas, hiſtoriæ Moſaicæ 
veſtigiis inſiſtere atque inſequi nullus dubito. 
Ab extremo fonte, nempe a primævis homi- 


nibus derivatas, veriſſimas #tatis prima? nar- 
rationes accepit Noa: eaſdemque, a Noe 
Hliis traditas, Poſteros accepiſſe, haud minus 
conſtat.* 


Tertiò probandum reſtat, ut hiſtoriæ iſtz de 


Statu Paradiſiaco, a primis hominibus accep- 


* Primam hominis vitam cum ſimplicitate fuiſſe, et 
nudo corpore, docebant et Ægyptii; unde aurea poe- 


tarum ætas, etiam Indis celebrata, ut apud Strabonem 


eſt. Grotius de ver Rel. Chr. lib. 1. Set. 16. 


te, 
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tz, ſcriptoribus tum ſacris tum profanis con · 
firmatæ, minime futiles eſſe et ineptæ demon- 
ſtrentur: immo e contra, rationi conſenta- 
nea, natura humana digna, Deo optimo 
maximo digniflima eſſe hypotheſis iſta con- 
tenditur. Omne ens, ut loquuntur ſcholaſ- 
tici, eſt perfectum: quo dogmate perfectio 
relativa, non abſoluta, ſignificatur. Quod- 
cunque a ſapientiſſimo Deo creatum eſt, 
id omnibus numeris abſolutum creari ne- 
ceſſe eſt. Dum ſingulæ cujuſque facultates 
atque organa inopiis ſuis ſubveniendis, ſuis 
optatis potiundis apta et idonea, fcelicitati 
propriæ inſerviant, ad fœlicitatem propriam 
aſſequendam omnino ſufficiant. Hoc expe- 
rientia docet omnium, qui in ſtudiis hiſtoriæ 
phyſicæ verſantur: hoc, quaquaverſum lumi- 
na circumferamus, adeo conſtat; ut ſi Da- 
vidi liceat jure exclamare, O Domine, in ſa- 
pientiã omnia feciſti: haud injuria exclamatio- 
nem alteram ſubjecit, terra, O Domine, plena 
eſt benevolentis tu. O infœlicem humane 
nature ſortem, O homines infortunatos 


0 . qui, 


} 
1 : 
F . 
E 
* , [ 
+ 
_ C 
V. * 
'8 
+ 
N 0 
= 
z \ 
IH 
"£ 
r "= 
q & i! 
4 
C by 
* 
i 
pay 15 
31 
11 
WW 
aj 
1 
x N 5 
5 
-58B EY 
— "IV 
1 
1 
1 2 5 
1 
„ 
9 3B 
bo 4 
1 FI: 
— = x ; 
N 0 i 
EF: 
_— . 
4 

* 
a £09 
= 
1 
ri .* 

* 
5 i” 
i a” 
' WY 
1 TN 
7 = 

7 
7 9 
. 

* o 
= 
1 
La * 
13 

; 
{ 71 
8. 
5 + 
| I): 

** 

1 

. 

N 

f 
FX 
1 * 
BY 
 &: kf 
q 4 
= + 
1 10 
Hb 
1 
B71 
" i 
FLY 
r 
_ 
1 

1 
1 N 
} 

; 

t 

* 

. 


——_— = 
= - : \ — o — - 
r - _— == \ \ 
. =s —— s = _ a N 51 — Nr a * * 


ey * * I. „„ „ , IN \ 

2 8 2 8 - N g Ss —_— 8 — — — 2 | 3 2 | - 
<<. * 2 8 Chon © IH 8 4 > 2 — - 1 - - - : 
. r FL b PEE meth BE . 22 27 Sa S * 8 . 1 — - ws — FS: "op <4 * y Ne r ET . 

* . * 8 — — 2 Ar 5 b * D eas” ti, Io ere. py» - — 8 2 
4 r RT TRE ee TITLE SEE woe wel 2 ng e N N — 5 = 
— 4 64 BF. DSS r 7 Sages pr Y 5 a N 1 : — — 
— 5 . Y - r : I A Ie Sts RE TAY AS: . 8 hs 
* £ * * % 7 2 * 2 
— 8 ——— : - x 


" 
CRT 
-— DOES. 2. " 
Do —— —— a 


—— 9 
— 
2 


= o - b * ”% - 5 
— * bw . " 
2 9 >> 
U> 22 Cabal r * Wn —_— 
So. -SÞ- ** — 
oj . 0 W a £ 
+ F 
r 3 
>: ot — Re — 5 - 
88 N 
5 


IJ 
— 


0 ‚ ‚ ‚ ·ñ;b = 
qui, hujuſce orbis dominatores conſtituti, in 
hoc orbe miſeri ſoli deprehenduntur: qui 
tot animalium principes, uniuſcujuſque ſua 


quatenus poſtulat natura perfecti, imperfecti 
ſoli effinguntur. Cuinam enim bono dux 


iſta et jucundiſſima comes vitæ, ut vane gar- 
riunt philoſophi, ratio inſervit: quapropter 
divina iſta auræ particula nobis conceſſa eſt? 
Anne, ut perfectionis iſtius, iſtius virtutis 
apicem hominibus oſtendat, quem natura hu- 
mana nequit attingere; anne ob ea ut excru- 
ciet homines, quæ hominum natura effugere 


nequit, commiſſa; anne ut miſeros homines 


reddat? Talia, O Domine, procul tibi abſint 
confilia ! actionum ergo humanarum modera- 
trix iſta conceditur, ut actiones morales diri- 
gat, ut appetitus cohibeat, ut vitam ſuavem 
atque jucundam reddat. Ei itaque aſſequen- 


do fini aut ſufficit ratio, aut non. Si non, im- 
par eſt fini inſtituto; ac homines, quibus 


hujuſce finis gratia ratio conceditur, eatenus 
ſunt imperfecti: Omne vero ens e manibus 
creatoris perfectum evaſit. Fini igitur pro- 

poſito 
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poſito ſufficit ratio: nunc autem temporis ra- 
tionem in finem iſtam haud quaquam ſuffi- 
cere experientia quotidiana teſtatur; ergo 
olim ſe rem ita habuiſſe neceſſe eſt. Atque 
ex his ratiociniis ſequitur, talem fuiſſe pri- 
mævum naturæ humanæ ſtatum, qualem a 

primis ſcriptoribus expreſſum accepimus. 
Quantum miſeriarum vitam hominum ob- 
ſidet, neminem latet; ac previdentia ipſa 
miſeriarum quæ eludi nequeunt, quas neque 
prudentia effugere, neque ipſa virtus repel- 
lere valet, miſerias graviores reddit. Fera- 
rum vita in malis verſatur ; illas vero nec 
preteriti recordatio, neque timor futuri ex- 
cruciatas tenet; natura illis largita eſt ju- 
cunda oblivia vite. Aſt morbi, dolores, 
mors, et pallida malorum cohors, non modo 
hominam veſtigia comites certiſſimi inſe- 
quuntur, oculis autem continuo obverſantur, 
et mentibus quaſi inhærent. Et ſi partem 
alteram vitæ humanæ contempleris, certa 
homines ne minima quidem voluptas manet. 
Hoccine 


Hoccine vero ereatoris benevolentis, hoc- 


cine eſt Dei optimi maximi; ut animantes 


erearet, quas magna et plurima neceſſario 


premunt mala; quarum vitas voluptates par- 
vulæ tantùm, breves, et fortuitæ mulcent? 


Quid, nonne hominis vita, affectibus cum 


ratione bellum civile gerentibus, certamine 


perpetuo verſatur ? Meliora laudare atque 


probare, deteriora ſequi, humanum eſt. 
Spes, Timor, Ira, Grex totus affectuum 
ruf Ciens, viciſſim dominatur; dum ra- 
tio, gubernatrix veluti timida et puſilla, ſer- 
vis iſtis rebellibus politiam hominis internam 
adminiſtrandam tradit. Facultatum illam 
humanarum dominam et reginam, quid ve- 
rum eſt atque decens, monentem homines 
male adverſantur: its, prava jubentibus, au- 
res faciles præbent; quodcunque mali con- 
ſulunt, obtemperare heu nimis parati! He- 
beſcente denique et quaſi defatigato appetitu, 
torva aſpici redit ratio; delictique eos tunc 
ſerd pudet, piget, pœnitetque. Quid multis? 

855 peccare 


are 
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Peccare, et pœnitere, atque iterum peccare, 
vitam humanam- miſera viciſſitudine diſtin- 
guit. Picture vero humani generis iſti ima- 
ginem alteram et longè diverſam conferre li- 
ceat : hominis imaginem, innocentiz et fœ- 
licitatis compotem. Corporis atque animi 
vires puta aptè amiceque conſpirantes: men- 
tem ſcientia omnigena inſtructam; arbitrium 
voluntati Dei inſerviens; appetitus congrua 


et conſentanea quærentes, affectus denique 


ſummiſſos et rationi obtemperantes: faculta- 
tibus humanis ita ordinatis (et facultates rectè 
ordinari quid vetat ?) Harmonia Platonica 
inde ſequitur, hinc Moſeos Status Paradiſia- 
cus: hinc ætas aurea poetarum. 


Perfectionis iſtius apicem, in qua homines 
primitus creari demonſtrat ratio, ipſorumque 
conditionem, quam experientia hodierna pro- 
bat, qui perpenderunt philoſophi, tantæ me- 
tamorphoſeos cauſas hinc et inde quæſive- 
runt. Mutationem ipſam nemo fere dubita- 
vit, cauſa uſque latebat. Nodum iſtum re- 
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ſolvere, nodum herclè Deo vindice dignum, 
veritatis fons et principium Deus ipſe dig- 
natus eſt: Nubeſque inter et tenebras, que ob- 
vol vunt eum, equitatem et juſtitiam ſolo ejns inſi- 


dere, demonſtravit. 


Et ecquis adeo iniquus 


eſt rerum æſtimator, qui ceconomiz divinæ 
explicationem talem nullius ponderis aut uſus 
leviuſculi pendit? At nihilne intereſt ut de 
Deo et nobis ipſis recte ſentiamus? At ni- 
hilne intereſt, ut nobis innoteſcat, quam ob 


culpam in hunc mundum, veluti in carcerem | 


Deus homines relegavit : Miſeriis innumeris 
obſitos, faelicitatis veræ vix umbris releva- 
tos? Hxc denique neſcientibus, fœlicitatem 
eorum futuram ecquæ argumenta nobis com- 
pertam facient? Si hic miſer ſim, et id unde 
fiat, neſcio; quo me ſciam non poſthac quo- 
que miſerum futurum? Dubitationes iſtas 
curaſque ſollicitas, quibus tenetur quiſque 
cui ſua fœlicitas cordi eſt, Deus jam benigne 
diſſipavit; et formidinis loco ſpes novas ſup- 
peditavit. Verbum Dei, in quo reteguntur 


arcana, mundi ab origine prima ca 


liginoſi 
erroris 


& 


CONCIO MW wy 
erroris nebulis obvoluta, in quo ſolo falus, in 
quo ſolo veritas deprehenditur, animo facili 
gratoque amplecti noſtrum eſt. Hoc duce uſa, 
vires novas ratio depromet; quz ſi male faſti- 
dioſa ducem ſequi dedignetur, in errorum tur- 

bine tumultuanti illico immergitur: quo fit, ut 
nihil ferẽ adeo abſurdum inveniatur, quod non 
aliquis JeoXoyev7 wy noſtratum aſſeveravit. 
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DISCOURS E IV. 


THE REqQuisITION OF SUBSCRIPTION 
TO THE THIRTY-NINE ARTICLES AND 
LiTURGY oF THE CHURCH or ENG- 
LAND NOT INCONSISTENT WITH 


CHRISTIAN LIBERTY. 


$$9+45$550059+$9$099499++4 
GALATIONS Chap. v. Ver. 1. 


Stand faſt in that Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath 
made us free. 


EVER have words been occaſionally more 
miſapplied than thoſe ; more induſtriouſly 


wreſted from their plain and obvious ſenſe, and 


more frequently proſtituted to ſiniſter purpoſes. 


This liberty, wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, 
is, if we credit ſome men, a licence to propagate, 
© 7 under 
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%% DISCOURSE Tv. 

under the pretext of religion, every extravagance 
a wild imagination may ſuggeſt. And in what- 
ever degree this licence is reſtrained, that liberty 
they hold abridged. T hey believe, or at leaſt 
feign to believe, the chriſtian religion the only 
pure religion, the one true revelation : they wiſh, 
or at leaſt feign to wiſh, the practice of it univer- 
ſal: yet, liberal men] they would have all teach- 
ers of religion left at large, to propagate, as they 
pleaſe, the doctrines which every diſtempered 
imagination may call the doctrines of Chriſt. 
But ſuch men ſeem as little acquainted with the 
principles of ſound policy, as with the doctrines 
of Chriſtianity. 


Theſe reflections have been ſuggeſted, by a late 
public * attack on the eſtabliſhment of our reli- 
gious polity ; in which the author argues againſt 
religious ſubſcriptions of all kinds : and, if he be 
not inconſiſtent with himſelf, againſt all religious 
eſtabliſhments. T ſhall therefore take occaſion in 


this diſcourſe to enquire, 1ſt, How far the right, 
which 


* Confeſſi onal. 


DISCOURSE IV. 231 
which government aſſumes of requiring ſubſerip- 
tion from thoſe who are appointed teachers of re- 
ligion, is conſiſtent with chriſtian liberty: and 
2dly, Whether the line drawn in the ſubſcription 
required by the Church of England, lays any un- 
juſtifiable conſtraint on the conſciences of real 
Chriſtians. 
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But, as this plea of chriſtian or evangelical 
liberty has been made the pretext of many a dark 
deſign, it will be proper previouſly to determine, 
in what chriſtian liberty, in the plain and obvious 
meaning of the goſpel, doth really conſiſt. It 
primarily implies a freedom from that heavy 
burthen of uſeleſs ceremonies, with which the ju- 
daizing proſelytes to Chriſtianity would have all 
Chriſtians charged. We find it directly expreſſed, 
or alluded to, in more than forty paſſages in the 
New Teſtament : ſometimes, in a more looſe 
and general acceptation, it ſignifies an emancipa- 
tion from the bondage of ſin, a freedom, as 
it is otherwiſe termed, amo vO[kOU TOU Davarou 3 


but never, as far as I can find, an exemption from 
the 
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the laws of the land. Obedience to the civil 
powers I find enjoined by Chriſt himſelf, both 
by precept and example: nor doth Chriſtianity 
contain any doctrines that render it unfit for 
union with civil government. Chriſtian liberty 
doth indeed indulge us in our own private opinions 
of points, upon which ſcripture hath not expreſly 
decided; but chriftian liberty doth not authoriſe 
every idle dreamer to vent the wild flights of a 


diſtempered imagination in direct oppoſition to 
the civil powers, and the mode of Chriſtianity, 


eſtabliſhed in the ſtate. Chriſtianity doth not 
countenance this; reaſon condemns it; ſound po- 
licy diſclaims it. But this will be more clearly 
evinced in conſidering the firſt article of our in- 
quiry; viz. how far the right, which government 
aſſumes of requiring ſubſcription from thoſe who 
are appointed teachers of religion, is conſiſtent 
with chriſtian liberty. | | 


A ſenſe of religion few will deny to have been 
implanted in the mind of man even from the 
| be- 
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beginning. For there is no room, either from 
hiſtory or tradition, to ſuppoſe it was reaſoned 
out: produced in proceſs of time by dint of 
thought, or reach of imagination. It was there- 
fore prior to civil government: or it is reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe it to have been, had mankind conti- 
nued in their original ſtate of innocence, the only 


government; and the law of conſcience the uni- 


ſal law of man. But ſin once admitted into the 
world, made ſo large and haſty ſtrides, that the 
influence of religion was found inſufficient to 
guard againſt vice, and to promote the practice 
of ſocial and moral virtue. Hence appeared the 
neceſſity of enacting laws, and thereto annexing a 
ſanction of temporal rewards and puniſhments. 
Such was the inſtitution of civil government ; at 


firſt, we may ſuppoſe, a ſet of plain ſimple rules 
of conducting ourſelves in ſociety ; not ſuperſed- 


ing, not independent of religion ; but intimately 
connected with, and enforcing the practice of it. 
Benevolence, 


* Aui mal religioſum I take to be a much better defini- 


tion of man, than animal rationale, animal implume viper, 
or any other that hath been deviſed, 
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234 DISCOURSE IV. 
Benevolence, gratitude, mercy, and the like vir- 
tues, all eminently neceſſary to the well-being of 
ſociety, civil laws cannot ſufficiently provide for 
and maintain : they cannot ſecure ſociety againſt 
the breach of thoſe duties, becauſe theſe are points 
to which they cannot extend: ſo far therefore they 
are inſufficient to maintain the repoſe of ſociety, 
the preſervation of which is the __ of civil go- 
vernment. 


Conſider farther, how deeply is ſelfiſhneſs rooted 
in human nature: and who can be ignorant that 
the groſs of mankind, if freed from all other re- 
ſtraint but that of the civil power, in order to ſerve 
their own intereſt, their pleaſure, or profits, would 
rarely ſtop at villainy, when occaſion complai- 
ſantly provoked to the ſecret commiſſion of it, 
when they could ſafely ſay, No man ſeeth me. Hence 
every wiſe legiſlator, every one who pretended to 
legiſlation, ſaw in religion the baſis and cement 
of government; they ſaw plainly the civil power 
could not ſubſiſt in force without it: a truth 


this ſo univerſally acknowledged, that we know 
of 
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of no ſtate that ever did ſubſiſt independent of 
a doctrine of future rewards and puniſhments. 
The ſubſiſtence of a ſtate. ſo unſupported would 


be nothing leſs than a miracle, Nor let it be 


from hence inferred, that religion is a mere ſtate 


engine: a conſciouſneſs of the being and attri- 


butes of God, of our own immortality, and of 
a future retribution of rewards and puniſhments, 


wiſe men ſaw ſtrongly implanted in the human 


mind, by the author of human nature; and for 
the purpoſes of government availed themſelves 
of it. A doctrine, ſo eſſential to the welfare of 


the community, was to be kept up by certain 


forms and ceremonies ; and learned and prudent. 


men were appointed to inculcate thoſe beneficial 
truths. And this amounts to what we under- 


ſtand by an eſtabliſhed religion. 


The firſt principles of religion were plain and 
ſimple ; the exiſtence of Gop, the immortality of 


the ſoul, and a future retribution of rewards and 


puniſhments. Yet was it in a very ſhort ſpace of 
time exhibited in fo various modes, that it ſcarce 
appeared 
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appeared the ſame thing. The caſe was, religion 
being found ſo neceſſary to the ſupport of go- 
vernment became incorporated with it; and the 
religious and civil policy being thus united, the 
complexion of religion partook of that of the 
fate. And the religious polity, thus grown to- 
gether with, and moulded into that of the ſtate, 
from that time becomes ſo intimately connected 
with it, that their intereſts are common; each 


wants the influence of the other to preſerve its 


peace, and to ſupport its power. Reflections 
theſe, which may induce us to think, that as the 
form of civil government at home, and in our 
colonies, is much the ſame, the ſame general eſta. 
bliſhment of religion is neceſſary : it would tend 
to promote that harmony between us, which is 
greatly wanted, and bind us each to the other by 
new ties, and a Rricter union *. | 


Religious 


*The members of the church of England in America, with 
great reaſon complain, that theirs is the only chriſtian church 
in all that quarter of the world, that is precluded the full and 


free exerciſe of the Religion they profeſs: and it is matter of 
ſurpriſe, 
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Religious and civil policy thus conſidered, it 
neceſſarily follows, that as the mode of civil go- 


vernment was, in ſome meaſure, peculiar to each 
ſtate, ſo alſo was the mode of religion. Hence 


I think it may be obſerved, that in the more 
rude and uncivilized ſtates, religion was more 
ſimple; more complicated, in the more poliſhed | 
and refined ones: in abſolute monarchies it ap- 


peared more adorned with ceremonies, ſplendid, 


and pompous ; in republics more nude and 
| plain; 


ſurpriſe, that, contrary to every motive of ſound polity and 
religion, the diſſenters have hitherto had influence enough with 
government to withhold the national Church from the full 


and free enjoyment of the national Religion. Some of the 


clergy of the province of Virginia, on behalf of themſelves 


and their congregations, very lately preſented a petition to 
government for an American Biſhop, The diſſenters took the 
alarm, repreſented the petition as a manceuvre of government, 


prevailed on certain of the clergy to remonſtrate againſt it, 
and, as a ſpur to every future opponent that may ſignalize 
himſelf againſt the eſtabliſhed church, voted them peneral 


thanks for their oppoſition. In ſuppoſing this petition was a 


manceuvre of government, in believing government could be 
ſo very ſtrongly intereſted in ſending a biſhop into America, 
it is plain, they acknowledge it, in a political light, as an ex- 
pedient of great utility to government. This is a conceſſion 
the diſſenters were not aware of: it is a truth bow ever, which 
every — knows, 
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plain; in thoſe a greater uniformity in religion 
was neceſſary; in theſe a greater latitude might 
without prejudice be indulged. Theſe marks, 
to which more might be added, indicate the form 
of government and religion in a ſtate to be ſo 
cloſely connected, ſo mutually dependent each 
on the other; that it is neceſſary for thoſe, ſcru- 
pulouſly to guard the one, who hope to ſecure 


the other. 


That the affair was conſidered in this light by 
heathen magiſtrates, we have many inſtances in 
proof. How ſevere and ſtrict were the laws of 
Greece againſt thoſe who propagated doctrines 
repugnant to the eſtabliſhed religion of the ſtate, 
the magiſtracy of Athens determined ; when they 
arraigned, tried, condemned, and executed the 


| wiſe, the virtuous Socrates upon this informa- 


tion, being able to find none other accuſation 
againſt him. How ſtrong a ſecurity to civil go- 


vernment thoſe Grecians eſteemed religious po- 
lity, and how jealous they were of any invaſion 


of religious rites, the Phocian or ſacred war de- 


monſtrates. . 
By 
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By jealouſies ſuch as theſe, individuals may 
have been aggrieved: but private grievances 
muſt ſubmit to general good. We cannot doubt 
the right of government moſt ſcrupulouſly to 
guard, and preſerve religious inſtitutions; which 


when intimately blended and incorporated with 


the form of civil polity, are its beſt ſecurity, 
and ſtrongeſt barrier againſt inteſtine feuds and 
civil commotions : and no means are ſo eſſen- 
tially neceſſary to this end, as the infliction of 
puniſhment on thoſe who propagate doctrines 
repugnant to the inſtitutions ſo received and eſta- 
bliſhed. Government has ever aſſumed a power 
to do this: and J ſee no reaſon to controvert its 
right. For the compact between the legiſlature 
and the people is mutual; that is, to preſerve 
theſe ſecure in their perſons and property; and 
theſe are, on the other hand, bound to ſubmit 


to the authority of that, to pay a dutiful obe- 


dience to its prohibitions and commands, 


Such ſeems to have been the caſe of religious 


and civil * in * ſtares, At length 
| Chriſtian- 
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24 DISCOURSE IV. 
Chriſtianity appeared: a ſketch of religion, 


moſt pure, moſt perfect; the precepts of which 
were ſtrictly moral; the doctrines of which 
placed in the cleareſt and ſtrongſt light the firſt 
great, though in the various Pagan inſtitutions 
corrupted, and almoſt extinguiſhed principles 
of true religon : they I: kewtſe further revealed 
the diſpenſations of God to man, and laid open 
certain ſecret myſteries, that had long laid bu- 
ried in the womb of time, in a manner ſo ex- 
plicit, and with authority ſo inconteſtable, as 


mankind was, till then, unacquainted with, 


A religion, tending in ſo eminent a manner to 
promote the ſocial and moral virtues, to render 
us affectionate parents, dutiful children, faithful 
friends, and worthy citizens, could never be 
eſteemed at variance w:th the intereſts of man- 
kind but doth in its own nature manifeſtly con- 
tribute both to public and private good. Where- 


ever, therefore, the nature of Chriſtianity was 


properly underſtood, it was received, encouraged, 
eſtabliſned. An order of men was appointed, 
to inſtruct the people in it; and, as the beſt 

things 


4 


D:1 SCOURBSE I b 


things are moſt liable to be abuſed, to watch 


over, and guard it from errors and corruption. 


And thus eſtabliſhed by the authority, it was 


ſupported by the arm of the civil magiſtrate z 
and, in return, co-operated with, and ſtrength- 
ened his power. From that time their intereſts 
became the ſame: and the ſupport of each was 
eſſential to the other. You cannot ſtrike the 
one, but the other will feel the blow. To cor- 
rupt the doctrines of religion, and wreſt aſide 
its precepts, would be to ſap the main pillar of 
government. Hence the neceſſity of ſome ſecu- 
rity from thoſe, to whoſe truſt the charge of 
religion is committed, that they will obſerve 
pure and uncorrupt the religion as by law eſta- 
bliſhed: and hence the right the civil magiſtrate 
hath to demand ſuch ſecurity as ſhall appear to 
him moſt eſſectual. 


Indeed it is highly ridiculous to diſpute the 
right of the magiſtrate to require ſuch ſecurity, 
where the laws have given him a power to do 
it, For a legal power conſtitutes a right. 
Ros not only the power, and right, but the 
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E DISCOURSE Iv. 


propriety of requiring ſuch ſecurity is moſt ap- 


parent. If you do not circumſcribe the teachers 
within ſome bounds, their doctrines will ſoon 
become oppoſite as pole to pole. Men of hear- 
ed imaginations and weak judgment, and ſuch 
there muſt be among every claſs of men, will 
be eternally ſtriking out into new paths. Men 
of ſuch complexion will be more ſtudious to frame 
a novelty, than to propagate a truth; and novelty 
is ſo alluring, that it will ever be greedily em- 
braced. Error will be grafted on error, par- 
ties will be formed, diviſions in the ſtate will 
follow thoſe in religion, and diſcord and confu- 
lion ruin both. 5 


The * reply to this is, had ſuch doctrine 
prevailed two or three hundred years ago, what 
would have become of our boaſted Reformation? 
In anſwer to which it will be fufficient to refer 
our adyerfaries to a retroſpect of that reforma. 


tion. Let them look back on thoſe inteſtine 


feuds, and civil broils, on thoſe dreadful ſcenss 


that a long courſe of _ preſented, the ftate 
almoſt 
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almoſt torn to pieces, and the land deluged with 
blood; ere the wiſhed-for reformation could be 
effectually eſtabliſhed : then let them diſpaſſion- 


ately determine whether any thing,. but the groſ- 


ſeſt errors, offenſive to the great object of reli- 
gion, or injurious to the ſtate, can juſtify inno- 
vations in religious eſtabliſhments, productive 
of evils ſo ſeverely felt as thoſe. 


It were unneceſſary to dwell longer on ſo clear 


a point; for little more was requiſite to determine 


the queſtion propoſed, than to place it in a pro- 
per light. It ſeems as neceſſary, conſidered 
merely in a political light, that the ſtate ſhould 


demand ſome ſecurity of the commiſſioned teach. 


ers of religion, for their conformity to the reli- 
gion eſtabliſhed in it, as that it ſhould have any 
religion at all. I haſten, therefore, to the next 
ſubje& of conſideration, which is, © whether the 
« line drawn in the ſubſcription required by the 
« conſtitution of England, lays any unjuſtifiable 
conſtraint on the conſciences of real Chriſtians. 


,” In 


22 - DISCOURSE NV. 
In order to this, let us caſt back our eyes on 
that ever memerable time, when the clouds of 
error were diſperſed, and the pure religion of 
Chriſt ſhone forth in our land with original 
luſtre. To ſecure rational Chriſtianity from the 
errors and abuſ:s of Popery, or any others that 
might be as dangerous to its internal purity as 
thoſe; to guard it from the defigns of libertine 
and fanatical, as well as crafty and ambit.ous 
men; and to tranſmit pure to their poſterity ſa 
invaluable a bleſſing; a certain form was com- 
poſed, comprehending articles of religious and 
civil import: an aſſent to which was required of 
thoſe who ſhould be ordained to a charge of fo 
great importance as that of inſtructing the nation 
in religious and moral duties. And what did 
thoſe articles comprehend? An expoſition of 
certain paſſages in Scripture, underſtood in their 
plain and obvious ſenſe; and a declaration of 
certain points in our civil eſtabliſnment, as mat- 
ters of indiſpenſable obligation: each tending, 
and highly neceffary, to promote union in 
church and ſtate. But who were the men, by 


whom 


DISCOUNSE NW ay 


whom this form of articles, and the ſtructure of 


that liturgy we bind ourſelves to obſerve, were 


compoſed ? By whom was executed ſo important 


a commiſſion * By men, for learning and abili- 
ties, for moderation and candor, unexceptian- 
able. Men, ſo free from prejudice, that, at 
the riſk of every thing that is uſually held moſt 
dear, they renounced the erroneous doctrines 
and practice in which education had trained them 
up, and which cuſtom and example had made 
familiar to them: Men, fo uninfluenced by any 
worldly lure, that they ſhewed themſelves moſt 
regardleſs of every temporal advantage they 
might in peace and quietneſs have enjoyed, when 
incompatible with the glorious truths of the 
Goſpel: Men, who, as guardians of thoſe great 
truths, were ſo firm'to their purpoſes and truſt, 
ſo unmoved by menaces and torture, that they 
ſigned the invaluable legacy with their blood. 
Yet might not theſe men err in their expoſition 
of certain points of doctrine, abſtruſe myſterious 


points.? Great and good as they were, had they 
been 
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$6 D.1SCOURSE TU. 
been ſecure from error they had been more than 
men. | 


Of this they themſelves were ſenſible ; ſo well 
were they acquainted with human nature, they 
knew it was as impoſſible to bring all men to 
the ſame abſolute belief in all doubtful points, 
as to reduce them to the ſame ſtature. The 


complexions of the mind are as various as thoſe 


of the body; and you may bring theſe to one 
and the ſame colour, juſt as eaſily as you can the 


other. If ſound arguments properly urged will 


not conciliate an uniformity of belief in diſputa- 
ble points ; all other means muſt fail. Conſi- 
dering, therefore, the acknowledged fallibility of 
men, the known impracticability of making all 
men think upon all doubtful articles exactly 
alike, our great reformers, ſuch was their judg- 
ment, never expected men, either by the autho- 
rity of councils or churches, could be brought 
to this; ſuch was their moderation, they never 
required that in all minute points of unedifying 
diſputation they ſnould be bound to it. | 

| 1 


VU 


ever they deſcend to a more particular explica- 


DISCOURSE: W a7 
The truth of this we ſhall be abundantly con- 


vinced of, if we examine as well the ſpirit as the 
letter of the 19th, 2oth, and 21ſt articles of 
Faith. The firſt of theſe. we. find aſſerting, 
e that churches have erred :” the ſecond aſſerts, 
that © it is not lawful for churches to teach any 
thing repugnant to Scripture, or any thing 
* more than is declared in Scripture, as neceſſa- 
« ry to falyation :” the laſt of theſe articles de- 
clares that * councils alſo have erred, and that 


I they ordain any thing beyond what Scripture 


* appoints as neceſſary to ſalvation, no regard 
{© js to be paid td them. 


The thirty-nine articles are general declara- 
tions of certain doctrines founded on the expreſs 
authority of Scripture : and as ſome of thein 
refer to difficult diſputable points, by the above- 
cited articles, every one is indulged a degree of 


latitude in his interpretation of them. To the 


general declarations contained in the articles, and 
to them only, is our aſſent required: and if 


tion 
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248 DISCOURSE IV. 
tion of thoſe general doctrines, though ſuch ex- 
poſitions do not in every minute article, in the 
ſame determinate uſe of every word, ſuit under- 
ſtandings of every ſize (and it would be as great 
a miracle as ever Chriſt wrought if they did) no 
reaſonable exception can ſurely from thence be 
admitted againſt the general points of doctrine 
contained in them ; nor can a refuſal of aſſent to 
them, in thoſe who deſire to be enrolled amongft | 
the miniſters of the Goſpel, appear in any ms 
£6088 | 


If then it be aſked of what uſe are thoſe minu- 
tiz, why did the compilers of thoſe articles de- 
ſcend to explications of general doctrines; the 
comprehenſion of which appears to many beyond 
the reach of unaſſiſted reaſon? *Tis replied, 
to prevent, as far as may be, the folly and ig- 
norance of illiterate and fanatical teachers, and 
ſome fuch without a continued miracle we muſt 
enpect, from deforming the ſacred truths with 
their own private wild and diſtant explications : 
if every one was indulged his ꝑſalm, his doctrine, 
his 


DISCOURSE v. Ag 
his tongue, his revelation, bis interpretation; what 
a goodly ſyſtem of Chriſtianity would ſuch diſſo- 
nance of doctrines produce] In a word, if theſe 
articles of Faith, as drawn up by our great and 
good reformers, be not in every minute point 
exactly true; we may venture to ſay, they ap- 
proach nearer the truth than any ſtandard ſet up 
by private judgment: and in matters, where we 
cannot arrive at exact truth, the neareſt ap- 
proach to it will ſatisſy a rational inquirer. 


Diſappointed ambition may wiſh to throw 
things into confuſion ; Which, flowing on in 
their wonted channel, afford pride no proſpect 
of much importance: and ſome may hope to 
palm on the world an affectation of thinking 
ſingularly, for an appearance of thinking deep- 
ly : but were the articles freed from all the em- 
barraſſments of analyſes, exp3/itions, ex1minations, 
wvindications, &c. with which they are fo griev- 
ouſly charged; duly weighing the deſign of 
them, as ſet forth in the royal declaration pre- 


fixt, properly regarding the ſpirit as well as letter | 
of 
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of them, and conſidering the form of ſubſcrip- 
tion required, no ſufficient reaſon appears, to 
influence the honeſt man, of plain good ſenſe, 
to refuſe his aſlent to them. Some barrier we 
muſt have, or ſectaries of all denominations, 
ſceptics and infidels, even the dreaded Armini- 
ans and Papiſts themſelves will pour in upon us; 
we muſt, ſooner or later, fall a ſacrifice to our 
diviſions, and that head of the reformed Church, 
that glory of Proteſtantiſm, the Church of En- 
gland, may be ſought for in England. Indeed 
a juſter line than that already drawn by our great 
reformers, I cannot find, the author alluded to 
has determined for us:  liberal-minded man, he 
would throw the incloſure open. Let the 
Church of England, ſays he, remove every 
ſtumbling- block out of the way of her weak 
but conſcientious fellow Chriſtians: let her no- 
bly and generouſly aboliſh, and diſavow all 
impoſitions, all bonds and yokes:“ that is, 
neither more nor leſs than, let the Church of 
England ceaſe to be a Church, 


And 


DISCOURSE IV. 2zr 
And for whom is all this condeſcenſion plead- 
ed? For our weak brethren, men of tender 
conſciences, who complain they are abridged of 
that liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made them 
free. With what hoſtile rage, with what impla- 
| cable fury ſuch tender-conſcienced men, ban- 
ding together proſecuted Government and Reli- 
gion, how lately did this country afford a lamen- 
table inſtance ! Such as I truſt: will make our 
wiſe and provident governors, ever jealous of 
ſuch inſidious pleas. 


Indeed this author doth too ſenſibly touch our 
memory with the recollection of thoſe things he 
ſhould rather wiſh buried in oblivion, and un- 
warily puts us on our guard, The ſame wretch- 
ed plea of weak brethren, tender conſciences, 
and Chriſtian Liberty, the ſame evil- ſpeaking 
of dignities, the ſame virulence and rancour 
againſt our preſent eſtabliſhment, diſtinguiſh his 
page; that characteriſed the factious orators and 
leaders of thoſe diſaſtrous times; whoſe baneful 
influence brought a pious monarch to the block, 
and overturned both Church and State, 
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A repetition of the crimes that blackened 
thoſe days, the confuſion and anarchy which 
then reigned in this devoted land, that we may 
never live to ſee; but hand down to our poſte- 


rity, pure and inviolate, that excellent conſtitu- 


tion in Church and ſtate, which, purchaſed by 
many ſtruggles, our pious anceſtors tranſmitted 
to us; may Almighty God, of his infinite mercy 
grant, through the merits of Chriſt Jeſus our 
Lord: to whom, &c. 


APPEN. 
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Addreſſed to the AuTHoR of a Pomicarion, 


INTITLED, 


FREE ReManss ON A SERMON ON THE KRE- 
QUISITION. or SUBSCRIPTION TO THE XXXIX 
AkrTICLES anD THE LITURGY OF THE Cnuxen 


OF bake 


SIR, 


NWILL 1 NG as 3 to enter into any 

| altercation with you on the ſubject of ſub- 
n to the thirty nine articles; ; I cannot for- 
bear returning you my beſt thanks for the parti- 
cular notice you have taken of an anonymous 
writer, who but for your condeſcenſion might 
have been by this time totally forgotten. You 
have been prodigal of your time to me, in honour- 
ing twelve pages with a comment of fifty- nine: 1 
can not be ſo liberal of mine, in this acknowledg- 


ment of the favour. 
You 
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You intimate your: apprehenſion, that had you 
been ſo complaiſant, as to aſe my leave to make ſome 
remarks on my ſermon, I ſhould have refuſed it *, 
By no means ; obſcure writer as I am, the notice, 
you have been pleaſed to take of me, does me 
honour : I am in love with the very name of Li. 
berty's dear Friend; a ſplendid name, but ſome- 
what worſe for wearing; having been occaſional- 
ly aſſumed by every tool of faction, by every 
enemy of our eccleſiaſtical and civil conſtitution : 
2nd prepare to follow you through your free re- 


marks,with as much preciſion and brevity as I can, 


As to that ſweet perſon of yours, for which you 
expreſs ſo great apprehenſion ; I do here publicly 
declare, I have not the leaſt intention to injure it: 
I neither mean 7o cut off your tongue, nor knock your 
| teeth down your threat +. You ſay, they are very 
ſerviceable to you : I give you'credit for it; and 
wiſh every other corner of your head was as well 


furniſhed, as your mouth. And though I am fo 
5 unfortunate 


* Free Remarks, p. 1. + Free Remarks, p. 2, 3, PI 
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unfortunate as to think, contrary to your judg- 
ment of things, that ſome teſt of uniformity in 
the authorized teachers of religion is eſſential to 
an eſtabliſhed church; yet I aſſure you I wiſh 
that teſt conceived in as looſe and general terms, I 
wiſh as great a latitude indulged to private opi- 
nions as may be, conſiſtent with the end propoſ- 
ed. But you men of wit will have your jokes, 
and we of more phlegmatic temper of mind muſt 
bear them. | 


After your laughing fit however is over, and you 
tell us, you are reſolved to be ſerious: your firſt 
remark is this. Fibe church of England be of a 
perſecuting ſpirit, ſhe will not thank you for making 
the declaration : if ſhe be not of a perſecuting ſpirit, 


foe will be angry with you for giving the world jo 
much reaſon 10 think the contrary. You have brought 
yourſelf into a miſerable dilemma, from which I cans 
not ſet you free *. You really cannot ?——Alas, 
alas! then I mult &en look to myſelf. And mark 

me, 


Free Remarks, p. 5. 
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me, Sir; till you have advanced ſome ſhadow of | 


argument in proof, that I have declared the 
church of England to be of a perſecuting ſpirit, or 
that I am of a perſecuting ſpirit myſelf ; neither 
of which have you hitherto attempted : as your 
afſertions and miſrepreſentations, bold and confi- 
dent as they are, will with the candid public never 
paſs for proofs ; you leave a door ſo wide open 
for my eſcape out of this wonderful embarras, it 
is almoſt impoſſible to miſs it. I appeal to your- 
ſelf, who aſſume the character of a diſſenter, in 
proof of the mild indulgent ſpirit of the church of 
England: and I hope every ſincere Chriſtian, 
0 every honeſt Engliſhman will ever enjoy the liber- 
ty of conſcience, the full and free exerciſe of that 
mode of Chriſtianity he eſteems pureſt and beſt, 
with which he is at preſent indulged ; I hope the 
petulance of ſuch writers as yourſelf will never 
induce the legiſlature to reflect on the act * tole- 
ration with regret. 


The pity “ with which you regard me, and the 
candour you expreſs in removing the blame from 


me 


* Free Remarks, page 6. 
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me to the the Stars, that influenced me to make 
ſo wrong a uſe of the text, deſerve my acknow- 


ledgment : a text, which according to your idea 


of things implies an eſſay in favour of licentiouſ- 
nels; whereas I took occaſion from thence to 


ſtate the nature and bounds of Chriſtian liberty. 


What ſhall I ſay to the charge of Pedantry, of 
which I am accuſed for inferting in my ſermon 


two Greek words? + It muſt in candour be own- 


ed, there are perſons, with whom the ſight or 
ſound of Greek is pedantry : and if our free re- 
marker be of the number, I can not help it. The 


audience, to whom the ſermon was delivered, un- 
f derſtood the language. 


1 will not in my turn call the ſtars in queſtion; 
but fix the blame, where it juftly falls, on a weak 
head or a bad heart : for nothing but one or the 
other of theſe could have influenced your pen in 
the following remark. I is hardly poſſible to be- 

lie ve 
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bieve that a Chriſtian divine can be ſo ignorant that | 
Chriſt neither by precept nor example enjoined obedience 
to the civil powers, in matters of religion. I entire- 
ly agree with you: nor did I aſſert any ſuch thing, 
My words are theſe: Chriſtian or Evangelical 
« liberty does not import an exemption from the 
« ]aws of the land. Obedience to the civil powers 
“J find enjoined by Chriſt himſelf, both by pre- 
ce cept and example.“ To this quotation you 
have the effrontery to add, in matters of religion. It 
| would indeed have been the extreme of ignorance, 
to have made ſuch an aſſertion: and none but the 
moſt proſtitute writer could have alledged againſt 
me ſo injurious, ſo falſe a charge. When ] aſſert 
that chriſtian liberty is not a ſufficient plea for op- 
poſing government upon every frivolous diſſen- 
ſion of opinion, would you from thence infer, that 
I aſſerted the eſtabliſhed religion was never to be 
oppoſed ? I ſhould be glad to know within what 
walls you ſtudied logic. Is ſuch an inference 
a proper, or a fair one? On the contrary, can 
you throughout the ſermon diſcover no line, that 
diſtinguiſnes a lawful oppoſition to government, 

in 
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in matters of religion, from an unlawful one? 
If not, give me leave to recommend to your 
conſideration the following paffage. Let 
them diſpaſſionately determine, whether any 
thing, but the groſſeſt errors, offenſive to the 
great object of religion, or injurious to the ſtate, 
can juſtify innovations in religious eſtabliſhments, 
productive of evils ſo ſevercly felt as thoſe.” 
This, Sir, is a paſſage, which, as you ſeem un- 
fortunately never to have caſt your eyes on it, 
I ſhall have occaſion to repeat to you, There is 
nothing ſo eaſy, nor, with writers of your ſtamp, | 
ſo common, - 25 to dreſs up a man in a Bear's ſkin, 
and then to liunt him down: to repreſent an au- 
' thor, whom you can not convict of falſhood; as 
advancing abſurdities; and thus raiſe an how 
| tificial laugh, when the powers ot reaſon fail. 


Studious to find or frame a aul you ſeem do- 


termined to cavil at every ſentence, and almoſt 
at every word; or why ſhould mode ſo violently 
offend you? »Tis as harmleſs a word as any in 

| R the 


Sermon, p. 243. 


— co ey \ h = 
* — — — . - — — — — nnnS 


tf 
1 


124 


nn Wen Wale r 
— ID I rs a 
Fi — * — 1 — 


* 2 — — — 
— —— — — — — —ũ—R.² 
' . * . * e 1s —2i 


260 - ASPP:EiN DU -X;; 


the language; and yet the myſtic found of abra- 
cadabra could not alarm you more. You aſk me 
with an affecl ation of great ſhrewdneſs, why the 


cord mode” was here inſerted ?* The anſwer 
is ſhort and eaſy ;— becauſe it conveyed my 


meaning better than any other. And whenever 
you will be candid enough, ſo far to confeſs 
your ignorance of the language in which you 
write, as to requeſt an explication of the word 


Mode, I will freely give it you. In the mean time J 


will only add in ſupport of what hath been already 


aſſerted, that as Chriſtianity appears in different 
countries in a differing mode; ſo long as in ſub- 
ſtance and eſſentials I thought with the genera- 


lity of the people among whom I lived, and ac- 


cording to the mode of Chriſtianity there eſta- 
bliſhed ; I ſhould eſteem myſelf a very unworthy 
member of the ſociety, if, becauſe I diſſented 


from them in certain minutiz, 1n ſome abſtruſe, 


diſputable points, I ſhould preſume to be out 


of humour with them, for not adopting my no- 


tions. If, not content with the liberty of pri- 
vately 
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vately enjoying my own opinions, I ſhould inſiſt 
on being appointed a public teacher of Chriſt- 
ianity among them; and, in order to ſuch my 
admiſſion, require them to give up every opinion 
that did not exactly ſquare with mine: whether 
the extravagance of my requiſition, Or the tame- 
nets ot their compliance, would be moſt blame- 
able, it is not eaſy to determine. I would not” 
require Jack Preſpyter, if 'T may purſue the 
ſtrain of humour you have fo Judicioufly pilfered 
from the Iriſh Dean, * to throw aſide his dir y 
greaſy, tattered garb: and I ſhould think it very 
unreaſonable in Jack, to in fiſt on habt ting me 
in the ſame ragged veſt with imteſl | 


Full of the advantage, the inſertion of the 
word mode, you preſume hath given you; and 
modeſtly intimating, that the religion eftebliſhed 
in this country could not with propriety be called 
Chriſtianity SE you bid me, i. FE have ſufficient 
courage, tell my fellows citizens how they ought to ̃ 
i if the eftabliſned religion were Mabometaniſm, 

and 
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and they in general Chriſtians as at preſeat. The 
queſtion is aukwardly ſtated. But if you mean; 


how ought Chriſtians to act in a country, where 
the-eſtabliſhed religion is Mahometaniſm. Tell 
me how Chriſtians act in Turkey; tell me how 


you would act in Turkey; and without either | 


much courage or ſagacity you may anſwer your 
own queſtion. But if you mean; * ought 
Chriſtians to conform to any abſurd religion, be- 
cauſe i it happens to be the eſtabliſhed religion 
of the country where they reſide?” I muſt beg 
leave to refer you to a paſſage, which, though 
lately cited, you may by this time wiſh to have 
forgotten, © Groſs errors, offenſive to the great 
object of religion, or injurious to the ſtate,— 
juſtify innovations in religious eſtabliſhments.““ 


The extract from my fermon, which you in- 


. + and call my hiſtory of eftabl, ments, if the 


reader will take the trouble to compare with the 


original ; he will find you have mangled it in a 
moſt unmerciful manner: he will find, have 
tranſ- 
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tranſpoſed words, mutilated ſentences, and then 


tacked them together; and having thus model. 
led the paragraph to your own.. liking, rendered 
my arguments as maimed and imperfect as you 
can, and even my language ungrammatical; you 
proceed to point out errors, which are entirely of 
your own creating, and to force conſequences 
which from my poſitions can not be drawn. My 
words are theſe: x * —A conſciouſneſs of the 
being and attributes of God, of our own immor- 
tality, and of a future retribution of rewards and 
puniſhments, wiſe men ſaw ſtrongly implanted in 
the human mind; and for the purpoſes of go- 
vernment availed themſelves of it. A doctrine, 


ſo eſſential to the welfare of the community, was 


to be kept up by certain forms and ceremonies ; 
and learned and prudent men were appointed to 
inculcate thoſe beneficial truths, And this 
amounts to what we underſtand by an eſtabliſhed 


religion.” Now, Sir; prove if you can the 


profligacy of this ſuppoſition, or the abſurdity of 


any 
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any inferences that can be fairly drawn from it. 


In further ſupport of it, give me leave to in- 
ſtance the particular in regard to an oath : than 


which no ſtronger bond of civil ſociety; and 
which, take away the influence of religion, is 


ſcarcely any bond at all. In different countries 


it differs in mode and form; though eſſe ientially 


and i in ſubſtance always the ſame. 


| Artleſs and undeſigning as this hiſtory of eſta- 
bliſhments is; you profeſs yourſelt firuck with the 


bet by 53777 poor religicn is brought into the power 


and under the controul of the civil magiſtrate : 7 
And plainly perceive, quanto homo homini preftat | L 
that I have ſome particular views to ferve. For, ſay 
bars What occaſſan can there poſſibly be fer forms and 
ceremonies, and learned and prudent perſons, 10 pre- 
ferve that which is ftrengly implanted in the human 
mind? I will tell you: becauſe the beſt things are 
moſt liable to be corrupted. Look into bar- 
barous countries, go back to diſtant ages: you 

Will 
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will find how much this has been the caſe with 
religion; and have a ready anſwer to your queſ- 
tion, an anſwer that will ſatisfy a candid enquirer, 
and ought to filence a caviling writer. 


After having concluded, that I muſt have pub- 
liſhed the ſermon in order to divert myſelf : + You 
tell me, you looked grave, and then begun to chop 
logic : logic, that would do honour to the ſub- 
tleſt ſon of St. Omer's. 


3 Religion was at firſt plain and Ample. The ci- 
vil magiſtrate changed its complexion, and otherwiſe. 


diſguiſed it. 


« Therefore the civil magiſtrate is not a proper 
perſon, with whom to entruſt the caſe of religion.“ 


You then add ;—The premiſes are your 0wn : 1 


the concluſion mine. 
I deny 
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I deny the truth of the aſſertion. My words 
are theſe: © Wiſe legiſlators— for the purpoſes 
f government availed themſelves of it.“ In 
place of which poſition, you find it more conve- 
nient to ſubſtitute the following one: The civil 
magiſtrate. changed its complexion, and otherwiſe diſ- 
guiſed it. It is you, Sir, who, with ſecond hand 
humour, ſuppoſed the magiſtrate to change the ſo. 
ber matron's complexion, daub over ber face with 


rouge, and trick her out in laces and. ribbands, like 4 
A | 


And now; in regard to your ſyllogiſtic conclu- 
ſion; which I acknowledge to be your own If the 
civil magiſtrate be not a proper perſon, with 
whom to truſt the care of religion; tell me, if 

vou dare, who-is? 2. 


| Bred up at the foot of the Yorkſhire dignitary, 
it ſeems you recognize in me the diſciple of the 
humble charitable . arburton. Your recognition 
docs 
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Jobs me honour ; for wherever I am fo — 
to think with that learned and able divine; it is a 
ſtrong preſu nption with me, that I think right, 


The next article of accuſation alledged againſt 
me is, that I rell with ſeeming approbation, how the 
wiſe, the virtuous Socrates was arraigned, tried, 
condemned, and executed, for propagating doctrines re- 
pugnant to the eftabliſhed religion of the flate.* You 
will be ſo kind as declare, what you mean by 
ſeeming approbation; or prove that I mention it 
with approbation. For my own words, which 
you have once fairly quoted, aſſert no ſuch thing. 
But, ſince you preſs me on this ſubject; I muſt 
own I can not ſubſcribe to the Shaftſburian opi- 
nion, that no religion, is better than an imperfect 
or falſe one. For as the exiſtence of the Deity, 
a future ſtate, and retribution of rewards and 
puniſhments, are the fundamental principles of 
all religions: thoſe doctrines will better promote 
the intereſts of ſociety, they will have a ſtronger 

influence 
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influence on men's conduct, than no religion 
at all. | 


You commend my prudence for not adding to 
the above relation; That the Athenians became, af- 
ter the death of Socrates, ſuch true penitents, for the 
cruelty with which they had treated this religious 
hero, that they put his accuſers to death, * This 
legendary tale if you had omitted too, I ſhould 
have entertained a better opinion of your know- 
ledge. I omitted it, Sir; becauſe it is as void of 
probability, as of truth. Laertius, indeed, in his 
life of this philoſopher, has recorded an anecdote ; 
on which a writer, poſſeſt of your knack at 


miſrepreſentation, may poſſibly. make no ſcruple 


to graft a falſhood : if his be your authority, you 
either wilfully miſrepreſent your author, or do 
not underſtand him. 


But to leave Socrates, and proceed to the ge- 
neral proofs of my perſecuting ſpirit; which 
reſt on the following poſitions : poſitions, big 

with 
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with the moſt frightful- conſequences, viz. 
+ That government had a right to guard and 
preſerve religious eſtabliſhments—To require 
fome ſecurity from thoſe, to whoſe cruſt the charge 
of religion is committed, that they will ma 
pure and uncorrupt the religion, as eſtabliſhed by 
law. And to puniſh thoſe who propagate 
doctrines repugnant to the inſtitutions ſo received 
and eſtabliſhed.” The firlt of theſe poſitions you 
grant, in acknowledging a /egal right, And it 
appears evident to me, that whatever religious in- 
ſtitutions government has a legal right to guard 
and preſerve; under certain reſtrictions, the peo- 
ple are moral; bound to acquieſce in them: ſo 
long as thoſe inſtitutions contain nothing, “offen- 
ſive to the great object of religion, or injurious to 
the ſtate,” I can not think every private Perſon at 
liberty to endeavour the ſubverſion of ſuch elta- 
bliſhments. Allowing then to government a 
right to guard and preſerve religious inſtitutions ; 
the method moſt effectual to this purpoſe is, © to 


require 
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require ſome ſecurity from thoſe, to whoſe truſt 
the charge of religion is committed, that they will 
maintain pure and uncorrupt the religion, as by 
law eſtabliſhed.” To ſuch employs certain emo- 
laments are annexed : Hinc illæ lacryme ; here is 
the rub. But as thoſe emoluments are eſtabliſhed 
by law; the legiſlature hath an unqueſtionable 
right to preſcribe the terms of acceptance. No- 
thing ſure is more reaſonable than this : while 
none are compelled to become public teachers of 
religion ; and thoſe, who do not chuſe to embrace 
the terms propoſed, are left to the full enjoyment 
of their own private opinions, and the free exer- 
ciſe of that mode of worſhip they eſteem beſt. 
And under the above reſtrictions, which are no 
new qualifying gloſs on what was before ad- 
vanced, I repeat the aſſertion, that government 
has a juſt right to puniſh thoſe who propagate 
doctrines ſubverſive of the religious eſtabliſhment 
of the land. Such doctrines may do much harm 
to weak minds, and eſſential miſchief to the com- 
munity. Woolſton, Annet, and all ſuch as have 


propagated doctrines ſo ſubverſive of the eſtabliſh- 
| . 
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dd religion as they did, I eſteem among the worſt 
peſts of ſociety : and can not retract my opinion, 
that for their licentious writings they were juſtly 


puniſhed. 


This declaration, you apprehend, furniſhes 


you with abundant matter of triumph. Since 


according to my doctrine,“ tbe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the author of our holy religion, was very juſtly exe. 
cuted : for add you, we all know that be ſuffered 
for propagating doftrines repugnant to the eftabliſhed 
inflitutions. We all! ——All who? All your 
ſet? If fo you all know not only more than 
the Lord Jeſus told you ; but you know what is 
directly contrary to what he told you. He told 
you, that he came not to teach doctrines contrary. 
to, not t deſtroy, the law ; but to perfect and 

fulfil it: ſpeaking of the ceremonial, and moral 
law; He ſays, theſe things ought ye to have done, 
and not to leave the others undone. The advent of 
a Meſſiah, ſure you are not to be told, was the 
general doctrine of the Jews; they all believed 


In 
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in that great event, they lived in daily expecta- 
tion of it. They expected too, that when he 
did appear, he would inſtruct them in many 
things of which they were then ignorant, or 
doubtful : when Meſſiabh comes, ſays the woman 
of Samaria, he will ſhew us all things. He died, 
not for propagating doctrines ſubverſive of the 
religion of his country; but on the falſe accu- 
ſation of being an impoſtor, becauſe he being man 
made bimſelf God; or, as it is expreſt in another 
paſſage, becauſe he made himſelf the Son of Ged, 


Tou are guilty of a malicious mifrepreſenta- 
tion; or groſly miſapprehend me: when you. 
aſſert that * I make civil government and religious 
inſtitutions appear to be one and the ſame thing. 
Civil government and religious inſtitutions .may 
be ſo cloſely connected, as ſhall make it danger- 
. ous and highly impolitic to ſuffer every man, 
who objects to the religious eſtabliſnment of his 
country, to retail with impunity on the public 
his private opinions; formed perhaps on paſſion, 
pique 
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pique or prejudice: and often advanced through 
mere affectation of ſingularity. And notwith- 
ſtanding this declaration, I do aſſure you I have 
no intention to for/ake the pulpit : eſpecially as 


the office of tongue-cutter, to which you have gra- 


ciouſly promiſed me the aſſurance of an appoint- 
ment, is only yet in contemplation. 


So long as we have the more inconteſtible evi- 
dence of miracles, there is no occaſion to reſt 
the divinity of Chriſt's religion on the perfection 
of its moral precepts. Though the Chriſtian 
religion, as delineated in the goſpel, compriſes 
in abſtract our whole duty to God, our neigh- 
bour, and ourſelves; it can not extend to every 

minute particular in theſe ſeveral relations: this 
brief but comprehenſive ſyſtem of religion, is 
the rule of our faith, the ground-work of the 
preaching of the apoſtles, the diſciples, and every 
ſucceeding miniſter of Chriſt : *tis the molt per- 
fect plan of religion, both as to doctrine and 
precept ; *tis a noble etch, marked with every 
ſtrong feature of divinity. © J/herever, therefore, 
FE. In 
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fin whatever ſtate or nation] the nature of it was 
properly underſtood, it was received, en- 
couraged, eſtabliſhed.” Let me recommend to 
your conſideration the proper import of the pre- 
ceding words, and to your modeſty a hearty 
ſhame for the futility of your remark, on the 
new diſcovery f 4 piece of ecclgſtaſtical biſtory,* - 


« + If you do not circumſcribe the teachers 
of religion within ſome bounds, their doctrines 
will ſoon become oppoſite as pole to pole. Per- 
ſors of heated imaginations and weak judgments, 
and ſach there muſt be among every claſs of 
people, will be eternally ſtriking out into new 

paths. Men of fuch complexion will be more 
ſtudious to frame a novelty, than to propagate 
a truth: and novelty is ſo alluring, g; that it will 
ever be ſpeedily embraced, Error will be grafted 
on error: Parties will be formed: Diviſions in 
the ſtate will follow thoſe in religion, and diſcord 
and confuſion ruin both. So ſtands the paſſage 
| ue * and verbally quoted. Maimed and muti- 
lated 
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lated as you have repreſented it, let us now conſt. 
der your remarks on it. You reply, it is not 
true. 1 And as a proof of its being falſe, aſſert, that 
in our colonies in North America, teachers are not cir- 
cumſcribed, and notwithſtanding no religious parties 

are formed, nor is either religion or civil government 
ruined. This inſtance, this unfortunate inſtance 


of yours, contains as many falſities, as it does 
aſſertions. Can you be ſo ignorant, as not to 
know, the teachers in all the epiſcopal provinces 
in North America, are juſt as much circum- 
ſcribed as they are in England ? And in thoſe 


Provinces, which are not epiſcopal, and par- j 
ticularly in that of New England, where the 
religious eſtabliſhment ſtands on the looſeſt 
footing, where the old leaven of 1648 ſtill pre- 
vail; parties are formed; Sedition, * (I had al- 


8 moſt | 
| Free Remarks, p. 39. | 
* This Appendix was publiſhed in the year 1772 : ſince | 

which time the truth of this writer's aſſertion has been un- 


fortunately coafuted in every particular, 
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moſt ſaid rebellion) was a very few years ago 
trumpeted from the pulpit, as the ſermons of 
Mayhew, and {ome other eccleſiaſtical Dema- 
gogues, incontrovertibly witneſs againſt you: 
and civil government did among that licentious 
people then totter from its very foundation, 


* Now, adds the free remarker in the ſuble- 
quent paragraph, you undertake to anſeer the grand 
objeftion to what you have been hitherto endeavour- 
ing to prove. + © The uſual reply to this is, 
Had ſuch doctrine prevailed two or three hun- 
dred years ago, what would have become of our 

| boaſted reformation ? In anſwer to which, it 
will be ſufficient to refer our adverſaries to a re- 
troſpect of that reformation. Let them look 
back on thoſe inteſtine feuds and civil broils, on 
thoſe dreadful ſcenes that a long courſe of years 
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preſented z the ſtate almoſt torn to pieces, and 
the land deluged with blood, ere the wiſhed-for 
reformation was effected.“ Well, Sir; and 

what 
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what next ? Why ſtop ſhort in the very middle 
of a ſentence? Courage, man! Or, if you 
dare not proceed, give me me leave to conclude 
the ſentence for you“ Then let them diſ- 
paſſionately determine, whether any thing, but 
the groſſeſt errors, offenſive to the great object 
of Religion, or injurious to the ſtate, can juſtify 
innovations in religious eſtabliſhments, produc 
tive of evils ſo ſeverely felt as theſe.” This, Sir, 
I will be bold to ſay, is a full and ſatisfactory 
anſwer to the objection you intimate: here is a 
clear confutation of your infamous aſſertion, 
That had Mabometaniſm or Paganiſm been the eſta- 
blifþed religion of this country, I ſhould have proved 
as good a Mahometan or Pagan, as I am a Chri/- 

tian. Here, Sir, is a line drawn, which plainly 
and clearly diſtinguiſhes, when oppoſition. to the 
eſtabliſhed religion is juſtifiable, and when it is 

mere matter of wantonnels, 5 


Tell me honeſtly, when you palmed theſe Free 
Remarks on the public, did you ſuppoſe no one : 
would examine the accuracy of your quotations, 

| the 
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the weight of your arguments, or the candour of 


your repreſentations? Alas ? they muſt poſſeſs 
a greater degree of apathy than I can boaſt, who 
can ſee a child fo unmercifully mangled, as 
mine has been, by ſuch a ruffian hand as your's, 
and not ſtep forth in its defence. According to 
my promiſe, therefore, I have followed You 
through your objections with ſeriouſneſs and 
candour *; in the courſe of which you have diſ- 
played an immenſe fund of humour, which hath 
ſometimes betrayed you into a ſmall degree of 
ſcurrility. T heſe are points, on which I dare 
not engage you. Humour, alas! is not my ta- 


lent; and I wiſh to appear decent. But I muſt 
own, I cannot forbear expreſſing my reſentment 


at the unworthy treatment the deſereing Cranmer 
hath met with at the hands of you and your ruty 
ingenious Dr. Dawſon. I am ſorry to be forced 


to inform a man, who pretends to learning, that 


what Cranmer hath inſtanced, as a proof of 
the Origin of Evil, in the uneaſineſs of new. born 
infants, was no novel doctrine of Cranmer, it 

was 


Free Remarks, p. 53. 
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was aſſerted before his day; and hath been 
repeated ſince. 


5 Thoſe piercing cries, with which the new- 


born babe falutes the opening world, how do 
they echo forth an inward grief? How reluc- 


tantly does it meet its enlargement from the im- 
priſoning womb; as if conſcious that it was a 


paſſage only to a place of puniſhment? How 


like an outcaſt of Heaven afterwards is the help- 


leſs infant, 
Mewling and puking in his nurſe's arms! 


Its moral faculties, how inept are they and in- 


active? Its organic powers how inert and lan- 


guid! Call you this an original, and the pain- 
ter God? But where then are the finiſhings 
worthy the hand of the divine Maſter ? Where 
thoſe exalted breathings of a freſh-formed ſoul, 
reaſon, reflection, active purity, &c.? Where 
the open, ever-{miling countenance, and eyes that 
beam forth the glowing happineſs within? Theſe, 

what 


what but theſe can be the genuine lineaments 
of a true image of God? But can we find them 
even in miniature, in infant man? Alas! no. 
Whence then fo imperfect and unfiniſhed a 


piece?“ ® 


At groſs errors in religion, Cranmer, and the 
reſt of the great reformers, ſtruck : and in order 
to carry their point in eſſentials, the minutiæ of 
religion, little immaterial points, they left in the, | 
fame ſtate in which they found them. AndIam | 
almoſt tempted to be as ſcurrilous as yourſelf, | 
when I find you infinuating+, that the principle, 
on which the reformers acted in their glorious ſtrug- 
gles for a refermation of religion, was that of bu- 
mouring the king, Was it to pleaſe the king 
they parted with their worldly dignity and tor- 
tunes? Was it to pleaſe the King, that Cranmer 
bade a premature adieu to each tender relative, 
made his children orphans, and his wife a wi- 
dow ; and met a cruel and ſhametul death at the 
ſtake ? 


* Berrow's Lapſe of Human Souls. + Free Remarks, p. 53. 
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APPENDERX aw 
ſtake ? A celebrated philoſopher tells us, when 
a thing has two handles, we ought always to 
take it by the right one: you, on the contrary, 
are fo diſpoſed to cavil and miſrepreſentation, 
that if a thing has only one good handle, you 


will put a bad one to it, merely to take hold on. 


At the concluſion of your remarks, you pro- 


feſs the + great pleaſure it would give you to do me 


any real ſervice. Times Danaes, et dona ferentes. 
The truth is, I have no favours to aſk of you; 
but I will give you a piece of advice; which 1s, 


never in future to ſuffer ſpleen and prejudice to. 


ſeduce you from the fair purſuit of truth. If a 
writer ſhould hereafter aſſert, © that eſſentials in 
religion ought to be guarded with ſome fence ; 


and ſuch to the eſtabliſhed religion of this land 


are the Thirty-nine Articles: and yet, as it is 
impoſſible to make all men, in abſtruſe, diſpu- 
table points, think exactly alike, thoſe Articles 
were wiſely worded in general terms:“ Do not, 
I yy hereafter, by a baſe mifrepreſentation, AC- 

cule 


+ Free Remarks, p. 59. 
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cuſe the author of abſurdity, and then pronounce 
his reaſoning to be I ab/olutely good for nothing. 


Before we ſhake hands, give me leave to add one 


ſcrap of. monition more. Ill language only 
proves the perſon that makes uſe of it to be very 
ſore. When you call the Author, you would 
be thought to reaſon down, a tongue. cutter, a 


fool +, a Mahometan , a Pagan 5, a renegado : 


from the pulpit ||, an impudent fellow **, a 
| liarf+, not forgetting your frequent repetition 
of feeble, unmeaning epithets, ſuch as, extraor- 
dinary Sermon, curious Sermon, &c. Be aſſured, 
thoſe rhetorical flouriſhes will paſs current with 
none but readers whoſe applauſe is not worth 


catching : they are weeds, not flowers; they add 


neither weight to your arguments, nor beauty. 


to your page; they injure a good cauſe, and 
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